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Federer: It was 


important for me 


to beat Nadal 


Families of 2 missing 
UP students air appeal 


By T] Burgonio 
 AGLEEFUL KAREN EMPEÑO, WHO IS TURNING 
23 on July 22, excitedly told her mother by 
phone she would take time ff from her hectic 
schedule at school and travel home to Masinloc, 
Zambales, so they could celebrate their birth- 
days together, 

Sherlyn Cadapan, In a text to her mother who 
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“NICOLE” resumes her testimony amid outbursts. 


CBCP shuns 


BALANCE 
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San Juan bar 
massacre: 6 men 
killed, 2 wounded 
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Baghdad car bomb 
explosions, attacks 
kill 61 people 
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Jennylyn Mercado 
denies she flirted 
with Jeremy Marquez 


Aid, not bribes, Palace 


says of gifts to bishops 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACARIANG YESTERDAY 
strongly disputed cams that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had attempted to win bish- 


ess Views 
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‘Nicole A 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


IN AN EXPLOSION OF FURY THAT 
stunned spectators inside the court- 
room, rape complainant "Nicole" yester- 
day repeatedly struck with her bag an 
American Marine she had accused of 
raping her and then screamed at him. 

"The high drama occurred as the 22- 
year-old Filipino woman entered the 
Courtroom to resume her testimony 
against Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith and 
three other American accused. 

What provoked Nicole's outburst was 
not clear but her mother claimed Smith 


tried to trip her daughter as she walked 
pest him on entering the Makati court- 
room. 

io comment wes available from 
Smith, but The Associated Press quoted 
the 21-year-old American as saying: 
"She kicked me on the leg.” 

A friend of Nicole's tried to restrain 
her by grabbing her waist as she repeat- 
edly struck Smith with the shoulder bag 
she was holding with both hands. 

Smith's security man pulled him 
backward. Meanwhile, Nicole had fall- 
en and wailed helplessly on the floor, 
surrounded by prosecution and defense 


ops to her side by wining 
and dining them and show- 
ering them with gifts. 


AID, NOTBRIBES/ Ab 


strikes alleged rapist with handbag 


lawyers, all surprised at what hap- 
pened. 
Nicole's mother and brother rushed 
over and picked her up. 
“Sa sarili mong bayan, gagaguhin ka 
„. Walang respero sa babae. Tatalapirin 
a. Harapan tayo, barilan tayo (They 
make a fool of you in your own country. 
No respect for women. On top of that, 
they will trip you. Let's shoot it out, face 
to face),” Nicole's mother said within 
earshot of Smith as she settled on her 
seat. 
"The incident occurred minutes before 
NicOLE A 


impeachment 


Scandal 
inspires 
Italy to win 
World Cup 


BERLIN-WITH | FLASHBULBS. 
from the 69,000 fans at the 
Olympic Stadium lighting up the 
field and over a billion people 
watching on televisions around 
the world, Italy won its fourth 
World Cup title after a tense 
penalty shootout with France. 

Piarzas from Rome to Milan, 
and small towns in between, 
erupted in cheers on Sunday as 
Italian defender Fabio Grosso 
scored the decisive penalty kick. 
Volleys of fireworks exploded in 
the sky over Italian cities, the 
churches of Rome rang their 
bells, and cars adorned with 
green, red and white flags sped 
around, horns blaring. 

France united in sorrow and 
wounded pride, with fans throng- 
ing Paris Champs-Elysees in a 
collective post-match consolation 
parey. Dismay at losing out on 
soccer's greatest honor was pal- 
pable—but so was satisfaction at 
having made it to the final at all 
France bad struggled to qualify 
for the Cup and then barely 
squeezed past the first round. 
(See related stories in Sports, 
Page A24,) 

‘Outplayed for an hour and into 
extra time, the Italians won 5-3 in 
a penalty shootout after France 
captain Zinedine Zidane was 
ejected in the 110th minute for a 
vicious head butt to the chest of 
Italy's Marco Materazzi. 

Tt was the ugliest act ofa tour- off 
nament that set records for yel 
low and red cards, diving and, at 
times, outright brutality. And it 
was the last move for Zidane, 
‘who is retiring. 


rerskelter 


SCANDAL/AS 


iGroup seeks to create new generation of patriots 


By Edson C. Tandoc jr. 
Metro 


THIS GROUP [S PLANNING A 
revolution, 

The members are young and 
idealistic, brilliant and patriotic, 
possibly among the best minds in 
the country. 

"They are determined to influ- 
ence more and more people, hop- 
ing to speed up change and rum 
this nation into something "we all 
deserve.” 


serve. 


word, 


n one soggy pitch, 
drenched boys ganged up on the 
bal at midfield, pummeling it hel- 


Everyone seemed to be enjoying 
himself but there was no apparent 


‘The police and the administra- 
tion need not freak out, however. 
The group does not maintain a 
cache of firearms or explosives, 
They dont have blueprints of 
government bulldings. They are 
just armed with sheer academic 
‘excellence and a pure desire to 


‘The group is called the Ten 
Ourstanding Students of the 
Philippines Alumni Community: 
But don’t be fooled by the first 


np 


thought in the melee to bring the 
ball to the god 
Ir id not appear that there was 


anyone in thar scrimmage who had 


the makings of Zinedine Zidane, the 


TEAM 
Report 


son of an Algerian im- 
migrant who took 
France to two World 
Cup finals, or David 
Beckham, the hugely 
popular England cap- 
tain and husband of 


Spice Giri Posh. 
The game reflected none of the 


joy and grief that football could pro- 


‘The group now has more than 
a hundred active members, quiet- 
ly striving to make a difference 
{individually and collectively, hop- 
{ng to inspire others. 

"The mission of the community 
is to create a new generation of 
people who will love this coun- 
try" TOSPAC leader Pamela Gra- 
cia Asis told the Inquinen. bi 

The community boasts of 
members who have displayed ex- 
cellence in various fields. There 
are medical board exam and bar 


duce in a World Cup final or a con- 


YESIAD 


hospi 


exam topnotchers, as well as hon- 
or graduates from the best uni- 
versities in the country. The late 
Sen. Raul Roco was an alumnus. 

‘But the group also takes pride 
in having members quietly serv- 
ing their own communities, like 
Noralyn Sharief, who exchanged 
her dreams of being a surgeon in. 
ls abroad to setting up 
schools for the poor in! 

The TOSPAC was sired by the 
Ten Outstanding Students of the 
Philippines, an annual nation- 


ITALIAN defender Fabio Cannavaro holds the World Cup trophy as he celebrates with his teammates after defeating the French in a penalty 
shootout in thelr championship match at Berlins Olympic Stadium. (More photos on Pages A8, A9 and A14.) 


Yes, RP can kick out sorry 
state of football, if only .. 


THE "FESTIVAL OF FOOTBALI 
on the Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
sity campus over the weekend be- 
gan under leaden skies. 
Rain soon fel, but it did noe top 
the action on the foot- 
ball fields, where some 
100 teams, mosiy 
from private schools in 
Metro Manil, Squared. project Editor 
Fernando del Mundo 


IT MAY bea long 
way to football 

fame in the 
quadrennial World 
Cup matches for 
these young 

4 Filipino players but 
they pursue that. 
dream duringa 
“Festival of 
Football” game 


p 


awards in 1989. 


Indanao. 


wide student search, which be- 
gan in 1961 as a project of busi- 
nessman Jose Concepcion Jr. 
The project was shelved during 
the martial law years, but Con- 
cepcion held on to his vision of 
creating a "laboratory of leaders" 
and resumed giving out the 


Schools nominare deserving 
students, who are screened in re- 
gional and national searches, The 
national committee, handled by 

‘GROUP SEEKS/ AS 


- Pastoral 
statement 
stumps 
GMA foes 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


RULE OUT THE SUP- 
port of the influential 
Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) for the 
fresh bid to impeach 
President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

In a pastoral statement, the 
124member CBCP yesterday 
said the present impeachment 
process would be an "unproduc- 
tive political exercise" in deter- 
ing the ruth, 

Te seid that citizen” negative 
perception of politicians would 
Yer Only deepen unless proponents 

and opponents of impeachment 
were both guided by concern for 
the common good 

Even so, the CBCP sald it fa- 
vored the search for the truth be- 
kina allegations against Ms Ar- 
royo and that it respected “the 
position of individuals or groups 
that wish to continue using the 
impeachment process to arrive at 
the truth.” 

One of the CBCP members, 


THE CBCP positions on other is- 
sues, as stated in its latest pastoral 
statement: 

‘© CHARTER CHANGE 

‘Wil suppor Charter change only 
through constitutional convention; 
2007 polis must push through. 

© ELECTORAL REFORM 

Call fr resignation or prosecution of a 
number of Comelec commissioners 
should not be brushed aside; Comelec 
should be reformed; electoral process 
‘must be modernized, 

$ EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS 
Denounces increasing number of 
Wings of journalists and activists, 
and those perpetrated by insurgents 
against people who fall to pay revolu- 
tionary taxes, have "blood debts," eto. 
e FAMILY 

Deeply troubled by attempts to legis- 
late or make as state policy ideas that 
weaken or destroy rligious values on 
nature of Mo and of marriage as union 
of man and woman, childbearing and 
formation ofchitren; continuo to 
publicly intorvena on issues about 
Population, marriage and family, re- 
productive health and sex education 
Inschoots PDI Research 
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Lim to meet with Gonzalez today 


Señeres goes to NBI: 
Withdrawal not illegal 


By Armand N. Nocum and Margaux C. Ortiz 
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS OFFERED 


Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim a way out of facing criminal li- 


? ability for his alleged involvement in the failed coup 


attempt last Feb. 24. 


‚Sona 
remains 
in House 
:— Palace 


Í By Michael Lim Ubac, Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr. and Luige A. 
; del Puerto 


WORRIED FOR THE SAFETY 
of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, the House security of- 
fice is considering holding the 
July 24 State of the Nation Ad- 
dress away from its tradition- 
al venue which is the lower 
chamber’s plenary hall. 

But House Minority Leader 
Francis“ Escudero pointed out 
yesterday that holding the 
Sona outside the Batasan 
building would show ordinary 
Filipino citizens and the rest of 
the world that the Arroyo gov- 
‘ernment could not even secure 
its own President. 

“If they're really afraid of hav- 
ing the Sona here, they might 
want to have the President deliv- 
er her Sona through a CD (com- 
pact disc)" said Escudero, "Or 
perhaps send her taped/video- 
taped speech to Congress." 

Deputy House secretary gen- 
eral for operations Artemio 
Adasa told reporters that mov- 
ing the venue of the Sona was 
an option being considered by 
sthe House leadership after six 
Magdalo soldiers were arrest- 
ed in a safe house near the leg- 
islature. 

Besides high-powered arms 
and explosives, a blueprint of the 
Batasan complex was allegedly 
found, raising suspicions that the 
rightist rebels might be planning 
an attack on the legislature build- 
ing to coincide with Ms Arroyo's 
Sona. 

Despite security concerns, 
Malacafiang said yesterday there 
was no need to look for an alter 
native site for the Sona on July 
24, 

“We have no plans of seeking 
for a transfer of venue. There 
might be security issues but we 
are on top of the situation, ” said 
presidential adviser on political 
affairs Gabriel Claudio. “We do 
mot see any serious security 
threat to the President. 

He said the Sona had been tra- 
ditionally staged at the Batasang 
Pambansa and Malacafiang had 
no plans of breaking this tradition 
this year 

Claudio also pointed out that 
changing the venue of the Sona 
was “entirely the call of Congress, 
being the host of the event.” 

"The police also said they would 
not advise the President to drop 
or move the Sona somewhere 
else. 

"No, we will not advice the 
President not to push through 
with the Sona,” Philippine Na- 
tional Police chief Director Ger 
‘eral Oscar Calderon said yester- 
day 

stead, we will advice the 
President to push through with 
the Sona because it is [her] obli 
gation... to render her report to 
the public of her accomplish- 
ments,” he said. 

“We will not recommend a 
change in the plan, and we will 
Just ensure that the area will be 
safe,” Calderon said. 

The Metro Manila Police decid- 
ed to increase the number of se- 
curity forces to be fielded inside 
and outside Congress from 8,600 
toabout 10,000.” 


Lim would have to turn state 
witness and name the brains and 
financiers of the failed power 
grab. 

“But Lim would have to be for 
mally charged for his alleged 
crime before he could turn state 
witness,” Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez said yesterday. 

Gonzalez also disclosed that he. 
was scheduled to have a one-on- 
one meeting with Lim today. 

“I was informed that he would 
like to meet me,” the justice sec- 
retary said, but declined to say 
why Lim had requested the meet- 
ing. 

Former Ambassador Roy 
Señeres, meanwhile, admitted to 
meeting Lim last year to advise 
him that there was nothing illegal 
about withdrawing support from 
the government. 

"admire Lim because he is an 
honest and principled man. He 
was not part of the dirty 2004 
elections and he is not connected 
to any jueteng’ lord, smuggler or 
illegal loggen; Sefieres told re- 
porters yesterday after appearing 
before the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation (NBD. 

He was subpoenaed by the NBI 
last week to shed light on his July 


FORMER Ambassador Roy Sefieres appears to be enjoying all the attention given him by the media at the 
National Bureau of Investigation headquarters in Manila. i 


6 interview with the Ingumas, 
‘where he enumerated the names 
of alleged civilian backers, 
among them prominent business- 
men and politicians. 

‘Sefjeres stressed that while he 
had withdrawn his support from 
the administration, he did not 
participate in any plot to over- 
throw the government last Febru- 
ay 

"Let me repeat: Withdrawal of 
support is not illegal; it is not a 
crime. I believe that it is this ad- 
ministration that is legal,” 
Sefieres told reporters in an inter- 

He also said he would not turn 
into a state witness “for an illegal 
government." 


NBI Acting Director Nestor 
Mantaring said Sefieres executed 
a four-page affidavit which only 
confirmed the details of his inter- 
view with the INQUIRER. 

"We would rather not release 
the affidavit to the public because 
we bave to validate the facts 
first,” Mantaring said. 

Mantaring added that the bu- 
reau would issue a subpoena to 
former journalist Cecilio Arillo, 
‘whom Sefieres mentioned in his 
affidavit as the person who had 
brought up the idea of a transi- 
tion government. 

NBI Special Task Force chief 
Reynaldo Esmeralda said Arillo 
would be summoned to the NBI 
on Wednesday to explain his al- 


leged role as go-between for for- 
mer Executive Secretary Oscar Or- 
bos and Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim to- 
gether with Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 

Esmeralda, however, said that 
Seheres had restrictions during 
his interview, invoking his right 
to remain silent four times espe 
cially when asked about the par- 
ticipation of the alleged civilian 
backers. 

In his July 6 Inquisen interview, 
Sefieres ticked off some names 
from the private sector who he 
claimed were involved in the Feb. 
24 plot: Orbos, former Defense 
Secretary Renato de Villa, ABC'S 
chair Antonio "Tonyboy" Cojuang 
co, construction mogul EF Cruz Jr 
and Ayala scion Iñigo Zobel. 


SERENITY ON A CLOUDY DAY 
"The Makati City skyline and a Pasay City slum—worlds apart—are reflected on this stretch of water. 
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Lafayette mining gets DENR go signal 


Test run boosts firm’s mining shares in Sydney 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


ITS ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR THE 
test run that could pave the way 
for the resumption of operations 
of Lafayette Mining Lid.’s Pl. 
billion project in Rapu-Rapu 1s- 
land, Albay. 

‘The Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources has 
ordered the issuance of all neces- 
sary permits for the operation of 
the Australian mining firm's facil- 
ities, which was suspended in 
November last year due to two 
mine spill. 

In a resolution dated July 9, 
the Pollution Adjudication 
Board, a quasi-judicial body un- 
der the DENR, certified that 
Lafayette had met all the condi- 
tions set by the DENR in its tem- 
porary lifting order (TLO) that 
allowed the test run of the facil- 
ity, 

The PAB instructed the Envi- 
ronmental Management Bu- 


teau to issue a wastewater dis- 
charge permit and to lift the 
suspension of the chemical con 
trol order registration certifi 
cate which would allow 
Lafayette ro buy cyanide for its 
mining operations. 

"The board was unanimous in 
recommending to the DENR Secre- 
tary to allow respondent to operate 
its processing facilities for 30 days for 
the conduct of the test run in accor- 
dance with the stages as mentioned 
inthe June 16 order” the PAB sid. 

Environment Secretary Angelo 
7T Reyes issued a TLO on June 16 
that would allow Lafayette to op- 
erate its facilities for 30 days to 
check the viability of its remedial 
measures. 

The test run to be done in 
three stages required first the 
payment of P10.4 million in 
fines by Lafayette, the comple- 
tion of structures including a 
storm drainage canal, bigger 
tailings dam, and emergency 


[| 


control mechanisms that would. 
prevent or minimize any dam- 
ages during accidents, and the 
treatment and control of acid 
mine drainage. 

Lafayette chair and president 
Carlos G. Dominguez welcomed 
Reyes’ order, saying: "[This is a] 
watershed milestone for the com. 
pany that is determined to prove. 
it stands for responsible mining 
and is a sincere partner in the 
growth of its host communities 
and the country in general.” 

‘After passing all tests, 
Dominguez said the company ex- 
pects to be allowed to resume full 
operations after a lull of eight 
months. 

in Australia, meanwhile, 
Lafayette shares jumped as much 
as 13 percent to ASI ($0.75) be- 
fore retreating slightly. At 0251 
GMT (8:47 p.m. Manila), it was 
10.2 percent up at A$0.97 ($0.72) 
“The stock sank to a three-year low 
of AS.08 (S.06) in early June. 


^ 


Lafayette, the first foreign firm 
to develop and run a mine in the 
Philippines in almost 40 years, es- 
timates the lode will generate 
revenues of $350 million a year 
from annual production” of 
10,000 tons of copper in concen- 
trates, 14,000 tons of zinc, 
50,000 ounces of gold and 
600,000 ounces of silver. 

A team from the EMB and the 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
conducted an or-site validation of 
the measures installed by Lafayete 
to meet the conditions for the test 
run from June 30 to July 6. 

“The findings during valida- 
tion as well as the favorable rec- 
commendation from the Under- 
secretary for Policy and Planning, 
MGB director, MGB regional di- 
rector and EMB regional director 
are adequate to warrant the ap- 
proval of the request and allow 
the conduct of the test run for a 
period of 30 days,” the PAB said. 

With a report from Reuters 


Palace: 
We have 


defeated 
plotters 


THE GOVERNMENT HAD DE- 
feated groups plotting to topple 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Malacafiang said yesterday after 
charges were filed against six mil- 
itary officers and two civilians ar- 
rested last week. 

"The men belonged to a group 
called Magdalo, a military frater- 
nity that played a key role in an 
alleged plot against Arroyo in 
February and a failed mutiny in 
2003. 

Authorities were moving in to 
fush out remaining supporters of 
these groups before Ms Arroyo's 
annual State of the Nation Ad- 
dress to Congress later this 
month, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said. 

"The operational capability of. 
these power-grabbers has been 
crippled,” he said in2 statement, 
adding that the threat has abat- 
ed. 

He said it was now “time to fin- 
ish off their whole network of un- 
derground supporters, including. 
their financiers, to make sure that 
there are no residual cells that 
can make any more mischief and 
in the process destroy the lives. 
and careers of young military of- 
ficers.” ‘AFP 


New wage 
hike starts 
today—DoLE 


LABOR SECRETARY ARTURO 
D. Brion announced yesterday 
that all private sector mini- 
mum-wage workers and em- 
ployees in the National Capital 
Region would receive daily 
wages between P313 and P350 
effective today. 

The wages include the P2-in- 
crease which will be added to 
the P275 basic wage of daily 
wage workers plus the P50 
emergency cost of living al- 
lowance (Ecola) under Wage 
Order 9 and 10. 

Brion said Wage Order No. 
NCR-12 raised the daily rate for 
minimum wage workers in NCR 
from P325 to P350. 

Under the provisions of the 
latest wage order, workers in 
the non-agricultural sector in 
NCR are entitled to a mini- 
mum of P350 daily basic pay. 

But the applicable minimum 
wage for agriculture workers, 
private hospitals with bed ca 
pacity of 100 or less, retail and 
service establishments with 
fewer than 15 workers and 
small manufacturing indus- 
tries with fewer than 10 work- 
ers in the region is P268 in the 
basic pay, with P50 Ecola or a 
total of P313 daily 

The new wage order does 
not cover household or domes: 
tic helpers and others in the 
personal service of another, in- 
cluding family drivers and 
workers of registered Baran- 
gay Micro Business Enterprises. 
hired after the order's effectiv- 
ity. 

For private educational institu- 
tions in the NCR, the share given 
to covered workers and employ- 
ees in the increase in tuition for 
the school year 2006 to 2007 will 
be regarded as compliance with 
the prescribed increase in the ba- 
sic wage. 

Private educational institu- 
tions in NCR that did not in- 
crease their tuition for school 
year 2006-2007 may defer 
compliance with the provi- 
sions of the wage order until 
the next school year. 

In the case of contractual em- 
ployees, the increase in the wage 
shall be shouldered by the princi- 
palorclient, Inthe event the prin- 
pal fails to pay the wage in- 
crease, the contractor shall also 
be liable, 
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QC man faces 
charges over 
piranha trade 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


A QUEZON CITY RESIDENT WILL BE 
cininaly charged for legally Impor 
ing and trading piranhas, flesh-eating 
South American fish, the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources sald 
esterday. 
Wildlife police raided an upper- 
middle class home in Xavierville sub- 
division earlier this month and seized 


40 live pirantias owned by Leonardo 
Marcelino, the DENR said in a state- 
ment. 

An unnamed neighbor had tipped off 
authorities about the trade in piranhas in 
thearea, it added, 

"The government would ask state pros- 
ecutors to file criminal charges against 
the owner for violating wildlife and fish- 


erles laws, it said. 

Imports and trade of the fish, which 
have lacerating teeth that can take big 
bites out of the flesh of their victims, are 
banned. 

Piranhas are usually found in the fresh 
‘waters of northern South America, but 
could adapt easily to new environments, 
the department said. AFI 
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FP American fish, 


It's playtimet Go sporty. Get young. Get behind the wheels of the new SUZUKI SWIFT. 
Take a cut away from the ordinary with its eye-catching looks, sparkling performance, 
nimble handling, and an upbeat interor that's as practical as itis stylish, 


Drive now and have some serious fun. 


Good 
Desig 


Way of Life! 


SUZUKIAUTO PAMPANGA. SUZUKI AUTO ZAMBOANGA 
‘rgezn Gapo Read Van Mao. cor Tornas 


SZU AUTO COumonmEALTH gizun ATO KALOOKAN, 


suzuki avro CAGAYAN ne ono 
SFeskaw fora tn s te Cone 


noon A, 


 uzu AUTO AUD. 


uzun Avro ouo 
‘patsy 
[pd 


(et, arbnge Cy 
Suzuki AUTO caBaNATUAN [orm 
aucto grem, Canorataan cy EO Fee 

[nr] 


pa pu 
dis arava Cy 


RM 
SU Cano harana Eat iunc Haren 
[0 sonar 


ES c d 


Bes a 
uomo DEES o araras 


Get Back That 
| Sexy Body After 
| Pregnancy 
; In Just 3 Months! 


Wondering if you will ever get back to your sexy pre-pregnancy 
figure? You can at Marie France! Actress Dawn Zulueta lost 
1I Ibs and 25 inches of body fat in just 3 months effortlessly 
The flabs in her arms have disappeared, the bulge in her tummy 
has flattened and her saddiebags and cellulites are gone. 


No surgery. No exercise machines. 
No pills. No hunger pains. No injections. 
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CBCP shuns impeachment to arrive at the truth 


From page Al 


Caloocan Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez 
igned one of the four impeachment com- 
plaints against Ms Arroyo two weeks ago 
as a citizen who wanted to join the search 
for the truth amid the crisis of legitimacy 
hounding the Arroyo presidency. 

"The charges against the President in- 
clade culpable violation of the Constitu- 
tion in connection with claims she rigged 
the May 2004 election, graft and corrup- 
tion, and abuse of authority that led to 
political killings and muzzling of dis- 
Senters. Ms Arroyo has denied she cheat- 
ed inthe last presidential election. 
qm the light of previous circum- 

stances, we are not inclined at present 
to favor the impeachment process as 
the means of establishing the truth,” 
the CBCP said in a pastoral statement 
released yesterday. 

"The statement reflected the CBCP's posi- 
tion last yeas, when the Presiden’ allies in 
the House of Representatives cited a techni- 
‘ality to throw out a bid to impeach her and 
the bishops refused to join calls for her 
{ouster but urged her not to ignore them. 

TP U)nless the process and its rules, 
as well as the mind-sets of all partici- 
pating parties, pro and con, are guided 
by no other motive than genuine con-+ 
semn for the common good, impeach- 
ment will once again serve as an unpro- 
ductive exercise, dismaying every citi 
zen and deepening the citizens nega- 
Jive ‘perception of politidans- Left, 
Í Right, and Center," the CBCP said. 
i Titled "Shepherding and Prophebying 
Tip Hope,” the statement was the product 
afa weekendlong deliberation among 89 
Bishops, including Manila Archbishop 
t Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales. 
qj While not exactly as ery in tone asthe 
line released in January, the latest state- 
nent again outlined the CBCP position on 
“social concerns,” including electoral re- 
forms and extrajudicial killings. (See “At a 
1 Glance” on Page AL.) 


: Misinterpretation 
Tiiguez said on cable network ANC that 
he was satisfied with the pastoral state- 


ment, but expressed apprehension that it 
could be subject to misinterpretation. 

Reactions of groups and individuals 
to the the pastoral letter depend on 
where they stand. 

Malacafang and its allies welcomed 
it, but those critical of Ms Arroyo, in- 
cluding certain senators, were sur- 
prised by the stand of the bishops on 
impeachment. 

“We concur with the the bishops that im- 
peachment is not the way toward change 
and resolution in our current political con- 
Cems,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said 
ina statement he read in Malacañang. 

Bunye said the administration “wel- 
comes and ponders with humility and 
sincere appreciation the moral counsel 
from the pastoral letter of the CBCP” 

"The message offers many points of 
agreement and shared objectives be- 
tween the government and the 
Church," he said. 


Strange 

Sen. Ramon Magsaysay said he 
could not understand the CBCP "Im- 
peachment is the best, most peaceful 
way of seeking the truth,” he said. 

‘Senate Minoriy Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Je was just as stamped. “Tha's the 
(CBCP privilege. While dont see how im- 
peachment can succeed, I find i serange 
thar they are not convinced the com- 
plainants seek the public good," he said. 

ven without the full backing of the 
Catholic hierarchy, impeachment propo- 
enis vowed to push through wih their 
Second atemptto impeach Ms Aro. 

“If they favor the search for the truth 
but not through impeachment, then 
through what means?” asked House 
Minority Leader Francis Escudero, re- 
ferring tthe CBCP 

Escudero reminded the bishops that 
in batting for reforms in the Commis- 
sion on Elections, "they have admitted 
that there was indeed cheating in tie 
Îast elections." 

“We, led by the citizen complainants, 
are pursuing the only available, legal 
and peaceful means at arriving at the 
truth and unless they (bishops) have an 
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alternative to this we will continue to 
pursue this avenue,” he said at a press 
conference shortly after the CBCP is- 
sued the pastoral statement. 


Correct move 

House Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales described the CBCP statement a 
"correct" move. 

"The House or Congress is not a cor- 
rect venue to find guilt or innocence. 
Ies the courts that will decide guile or 
no guilt, not Congress in an impeach- 
ment case because Congress decides, 
‘as a policy, whether good or bad, to re- 
move an official," Nograles said. 


Hyatt 10 

Proimpeachment members of the Hy- 
att 10 and the Black and White Movement 
Said the impeachment case they fled 
would proceed, with or without the sup- 
portof the CBCP, 

Former Social Welfare Secretary Cora- 
zon “Dinky” Soliman of Hyatt 10, a group 
of former government executives and 
Cabinet secretaries, said she respected 


the position ofthe CBCP. 

“We are going through a molting pro- 
cess as a people who believe in democra- 
Sy and who believe in the peoples rights 
in exacting accountability from its offi- 
cials, including the President, through the 
representatives of the people,” she said. 

‘Vicente “Enteng” Romano, Tl, lead 
convenorof Black and White Movement, 
Said the the CBCP stand on impeachment 
reflected the people's distrust in political 
institutions and processes. 

“Unfornanately they the bishops) donot 
recommend any other means through 
which we, the people who are genuinely 
‘concerned about the truth, can seek redress 
nd resolution of the poltcal impasse we 
arein asa result of the non-closure of the le- 
imag issue that has hounded the admin- 
istration,” Romano said. 

He said impeachment was the only con- 
situional venue lf for the people at this 
time for seeking the truth, "If Congress wil 
oniy give a chance for the complaint to be 
heard and the evidence to be presented, it 
wil lead toa closure that wil serve the 
Terests ofboth sides. Then, we can all final- 
ly move on," he said. 

Priests sign Sth complaint. 

About two hours before the CBCP is- 
sued its statement, two priests, including 
the parish priest of San Miguel de 
Archangel Church located inside the 
Malacañang compound, added their sig- 
natures to the citizens-backed impeach- 
ment drive. 

Fathers Jerry Sabado and Emesto Cruz 
joined Protestant pastors and lay Church 
‘workers in signing at the House minority 
oifce the fith impeachment case due to 
be filed on July 24, when Congress re- 


opens. . 

"The 13 new complainants belonging to 
the ecumenical group Promotion of 
Church Peoples Response called on the 
CBCP to make a firm and unequivocal 
stand on the political crisis. 

They reminded the CBCP of its 
“prophetic role” by supporting the peo- 
ples move to ferret out the truth by way 
ofan impeachment trial for Ms Arroyo. 

Sabado, a Carmelite priest, insisted 


Families of 2 missing UP students air appeal 


From page Al 


was growing mushrooms in Los 
Baños, Laguna, broke the good news 
that she was pregnant. 

Everything about them seemed 
cheerful and rosy until news came 
that the two activist students of the 


that the “social doctrine” of the Catholic 
Church called upon the priestliood to be 
the “ethical conscience” of society 
which must "come into the (political) 
process to pursue truth and justice." 

He said the principle of the separation 
of Church and state was only on gover- 
hance, and not when the ethical dimen- 
sion was being questioned. 

Since the legitimacy crisis of the Arroyo 
administration erupted last year, the 
‘CBCP has issued four pastoral statements 
seeking to provide moral guidance in this 
predominantly Catholic country. 


Very slow 

Asked how the public, especially the 
administration, had so far responded to 
the CBCP' calis, Archbishop Angel Lag- 
dameo, CBCP president, replied: “They've 
been listening, they ve been responding.” 

“Were moving forward but very ow" 
he told the ng. 

in their ates eight page pastoral state- 
ment, the bishops devoted the fist five 
pages discussing at length the doctrinal 
and theological foundation for the 
‘Church's involvement in social issues. 
‘They drew heavily on the Compendium of 
the Social Doctrines of the Church. 

Daye before the plenary assembly, the 
CBCP had been criticized for allegedly 
meddling in secular politics. “As shep- 
herds, we offer our moral and religious 
guidance,” the bishops said. 

“On the one hand, religion must not be 
restricted to a purely private sphere’ On 
the other, the Christian message must not 
be relegated toa purely otherworldly sal- 
vation incapable of shedding light on our 
earthy experience,” they nored, citing the 
Tate Pope John Paul IIS “Centesimus An- 
ma 

"The pastoral statement was drafted 
by a committee composed of Archbish- 
ops Orlando Quevedo of Cotabato and 
Leonardo Legazpi of Caceres, Bishops 
Chito Tagle of Imus and Pablo David of 
San Femando, and Bishop Francisco 
Claver, prelate emeritus of Bontoc-La: 
gawe. With reports from Michael Lim 
Ubac, Fe Zamora and Christine O. 
Avendaño 


University of the Philippines disap- 
peared supposedly while doing re- 
Search on farmers in Bulacan. 

Based on news reports, Empeño, 
22, and Cadapan, 29, were roused at 
around 2am. on June 26 at their 
rented home in Hagonoy, Bulacan, by 
loud pounding on the door, and were 


seized by armed men wearing bon- 
nets once they stepped out. 

‘A male companion, Manuel Meri- 
mo, was reported to have been 
snatched along with the wo women. 

The militant League of Filipino 
Students (LFS), which claims Em- 
peño as a member, blamed Army sol- 
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diers for the predawn abduction, an allega- 
tion denied by the military. 


Plea to abductors 

After days of futile search, their distraught 
mothers yesterday showed up at the office of 
Sen. Manuel "Mar" Roxas Il at the Senate to 
seek his help and issued a similar plea to the 
abductors: Release them. 

"If my daughter has committed a crime, 
they should bring her out. Let her go through 
the process. They can file charges against 
her” the bespectacled, soft-spoken Erlinda 
Cadapan, 57, told reporters. 

“What's important to me is that 1 know 
where she is. Her life is precious to me,” she 
‘added, her voice tailing off 

Concepcion Empefio, 56, school head of 
the Tapuac Elementary School in Masinloc, 
could only nod in agreement. 

Her son and Karen's brother, Oscar, 31, 
spoke on her behalf: "Our only desire is to see 
her. If they're linking her to the underground 
movement, why don't they file charges? Why 
don't they bring her out?” 


Worrisome 

Roxas conceded that the abduction was 
“worrisome” and assured the families his of- 
fice would coordinate with the Commission 
on Human Rights, other government agencies 
and the military to look into their case. 

“The issue here is whether the security 
agencies of the government are involved in 
these abductions. We were witness to these a 
few months ago when an agency of the gov- 
ferment picked up five individuals and 
brought them to a safe house, instead of the 
prosecutors office,” he said. 

Roxas was referring to the case of five sup- 
porters of former President Joseph Estrada 
who were picked up and allegedly tortured by 
military agents in late May. 

"We don't want to make a general state- 
ment without any basis, but that is the envi- 
ronment that these appearances are bappen- 
ing in, That's why we'll help them," he said. 


Senate probe 

"The senator indicated that it wes too early 
to say whether he would call for an investiga- 
tion f the abduction of the wo UP students. 

"ifthe information will point to the direc- 
tion that this s a security operation, then we 
will follow it up from there" he said. "We 
ost want to be precipitate in our conclusion, 
and we will follow itto where the information 
willleadus" 

"The abduction, hardly reported in the me- 
dia, came on the heels of kilings of leftist ac- 
tits, mostly members of the pars group 
Bayan Muna, which the human rights watch- 
dog Amnesty International said were creating 
a timete of fear and impunity” 

So far, 237 activists had been killed since 
January 2001, when President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo took over the country's top post from 
pom 


Sociology student 

Empeto, the third of five children, is a se- 
nior BA Sociology student at the UP College of 
Social Sciences. 


When she was abducted, she was doing re- 
search on the plight of farmers in Bulacan for 
her thesis, the only remaining requirement 
she had to fulfil before she could graduate, 
according to her family. 

Cadapan, the second of five children, fs an 
award-winning triathlete from the UP College 
of Human Kinetics, also in her senior year. 
She only had three more subjects to complete 
before she could graduate. 


Church wedding 

Cadapan married her longtime boyfriend 
in civil rites a few months ago and was 
preparing forthe Church wedding in Septem- 
Ber her family said. 

She was a community organizer for 
Anakbayan and volunteer researcher for 
farmers in Central Luzon, according to re 


Based on bits of information they had gath- 
ered, the families of the two victims said that 
Army soldiers carried out the abduction. But 
the Army unit based in Hagonoy has denied 
this, Erlinda Cadapan said. 

‘Oscar Empefio said his family was aware of 
the dangers that Karen faced in doing field- 
work as a sociology student, more so when 
they learned that she did volunteer work for 
the Alyansa ng Magbubukid ng Bulacan. 

“In a way, we expected this to happen. Be- 
cause they could easily brand her NGO as left- 
ist even though its a legal organization,” he 
said, 

Erlinda Cadapan, for her part, said she was 
mot aware of her daughters work as an ac- 
th 

‘The human rights group Karapatan said 
the National Intelligence Coordinating Agen- 
cy and the military should be blamed for the 
10 assassinations and 15 involuntary disap- 
pearances in the past three weeks, 


Target research 

"Under the (che intelligence community's) 
Oplan Bantay Laya, civilians are subjected to 
so-called target research. Anyone arbitrarily 
tagged by these so-called intelligence agents 
as communists or communist sympathizers 
are then placed on an order of battle and 
killed," said Jigs Clamor, Karapatan deputy 
secretary general. 

Clamor said the killings and disappear- 
ances were happening nationwide, particu- 
larly in Eastern Visayas, Southern Tagalog, 
Central Luzon, Bicol and Southern Min- 
danao—areas identified by the military to be. 
the hotbed of the communist insurgency. 

The military has denied that itis behind the 
spate of killings. 

Philippine National Police Director General 
Oscar Calderon vowed to reduce if not totally 
puta stop to the political killings. 

Calderon also accepted the challenge of 
making the police ability to solve cases of ex- 
trajudicial killings as one of the criteria for 
judging his 15 months in office. 

“I have committed the Philippine National 
Police in my (acceptance) speech that during 
my administration... we will really puta stop. 
to these extrajudicial killings,” he said. With 
reports from Luige A. del Puerto and Nor- 
man Bordadora 
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Quake rocks Zambales; tremors felt in Metro Manila ? 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


A MAGNITUDE 42 EARTH- 
quake hit Zambeles shortly be- 
fore noon yesterday, sending 
tremors up to Metro Manila, 
"The Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology record- 


kn. 


ed the tectonic quake at 11:54 
a.m, with its epicenter located at 
44 km southwest of Iba, Zam- 
bales, with a shallow depth of 17 


Intensity 5 was felt in nearby 
Olongapo City while intensity 4 
was felt in Manila, intensity 3 in 


by the Phivolcs, 


Pasig and 2 in Quezon City and 
Clark Airbase, Pampanga. 

No damage was reported and 
no after shocks were monitored 


‘The latest felt earthquake was 
recorded on July 1, with a magni- 
tude of 3.7. It was caused by a 


movement in the Bangui fault 
‘with an epicenter located 52 kms 
east of Laoag City 

‘The Philippines, being within 
the Pacific ring of fire, experi- 
ences up to 25 earthquakes ev- 
eryday but most of them are not 
strong enough to be felt. 


UCPB answers money laundering raps 
Bank declines to give info, cites bank secrecy law 


By GIIC. Cabacungan 


‘THE UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK 
(UCPB) has disputed the money laundering 
allegations hurled by Joelle Pelaez against the 
bank, saying the former beauty queen's actual 
Investments under her name were just a frac- 
tion of an investment package of commercial 
papers worth billions of pesos. 

"Some of the investments of Ms Pelaez 
were funded by a loan and the face 
amounts of the investment instruments 
were much larger than her participation, 


with a total face value of P1.661 billion. 

Prior to her P3-million investment, Pelaez 
had made a modest P200,000-investmment in a 
commercial paper on May 3, 1999 which she 
used as a collateral to borrow P150,000 from 
'UCPB. The loan, secured on July 5, 1999, was 
paid 22 days later. 

UCPB said that Pelacz's P3-milion invest- 
ment she placed a few months after came 
from the P5-million one-year loan UCPB 
granted to her in February 2000. 

"This loan became past due after six months 
when Pelzezstopped paying for both the prir 


cipal and interest. 

'UCPB filed a court case to collect on 
Pelaez's loan and after four years, obtained 
a favorable ruling from the Court of Ap- 
peals, which ordered Pelaez to pay the P5 
million loan 

'UCPB had been able to secure an attach- 
menton two condominium properties owned 
by Pelaezs mother, Blanquita. UCPB, howev- 
x, could not seil the assets because ther titles 
were encumbered. 

The loan has since been sold to the Philip- 
pine Deposit Insurance Corporation. 


Phivoles chief Renato Solidum 
said the epicenter was actually 
nearer Olongapo City than Iba, 
but Phivolcs does not have a seis- 
mic station in Iba and could not 
determine the intensity of the 
quake in the Zambales provincial 
capital. 


‘The Phivoles recorded an afté- 
shock at 5:40 p.m. 42 kms sout 
west of Iba, Zambales. The aftar- 
shock had a magnitude of 3.3 and 
a depth of 13 km. q 

Intensity 3 was felt in Olon- 
gapo City and intensity 1 in Què- 
zon City due to the aftershock, 
Phivolcs said. 
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so other investors participated therein as 
well without using her name," sald UCPB 
legal services executive Edgardo R. Balbin 
ina letter to the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation dared July 2, 

“In view thereof, her clalm in news re- 
ports that her name was used to launder 
money in large Investments is not correct,” 
Balbin added. 

Balbin, however, declined to provide other 
Information on the peso and forelgn currency 
deposit accounts of Pelaez, citing bank scere- 
cy regulations, 

'UCPB was included In an fraud case filed 
by Pelaez against deposed President Joseph 
Estrada and officals of the Sen Miguel Corp. 
for allegedly forging her signature in launder- 
ing P207 billion worth of government securi- 
ties and other debe instruments, 

But based on Balbin’s report to the NBI, 
Pelaez only had P3 million worth of govern- 
ment securities and commercial papers under 
her name from the time she placed her money 
in February 2000 to the time she withdrew 
her investments in June the same year. 

Pelaez's investments were pooled with oth- 
er investors managed in trust by the bank 
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*Nicole' strikes alleged rapist with handbag 


Frompage Al 
ihe hearing was to start and 
Judge Benjamin Pozon was not 
around, 

At the time it happened, Smith 
was seated on a row of chairs for 
the accused—the fint line of 
Seats one would see on entering. 
the courtroom. None among the 
media knew for sure what hap- 
pened—whether Smith, as 
claimed by Nicole's mother, in- 
tended to trip her, or she had mi 
taken a harmless movement of 
his legs as she passed by. 


Admonition from judge 

Nicole appeared disheveled, 
still wiping her tears, when she 
‘was finally recalled to the witness 
stand. 

In the middle of the hearing, 
Judge Pozon spoke separately 
‘and privately to Smith and Nicol 


next hearing, the accused would 
[take] the [next] row of seats to 
avoid such incidents from hap- 
pening again. also instructed the 
complainant and the accused to 
respect the solemnity of proceed- 
ings to help prevent these inci- 
dents from happening again." 

On the stand, Nicole resumed. 
her testimony where it ended at 
the last hearing—the point where 
she allegedly felt Smith on top of 
her, kissing her lips and neck and 
‘caressing her breasts while they 
were inside a Starex van in Subic 
Bay Freeport last Nov. 1. 

Smith had just forced her out 
ot Neptune Club, where they had 
mer earlier she said. 


Screaming invectives 

"Under questioning by her pri- 
vate lawyer, Evalyn Ursua, Nicole 
déscribed how she struggled to 
fight off Smith despite her weak- 
ness and intoxication, and later 


By Volt Contreras 


NICOLE FINALLY HAVING THE 
the nerve to physically confront 
her alleged rapist inside the 
courtroom was — actually 
"healthy" for her recovery, as far 
as her therapist was concerned. 

"That shows she’s now able to 
direct her anger at the right par- 
ties. Its part of the (healing) 
process. It's healthy” Dr. June 
Lopez told the INqumsm after the 
hearing. 

According to Lopez, the com- 
plainant was “provoked” into as- 
saulting the US Marine, but the 
doctor declined to elaborate. 

Asked what that provoca- 
tion might be, private prose 
cutor Evalyn Ursua said that 
from what she saw from her 
seat, Nicole was entering the 
courtroom coming back from 


the toilet and found the feet 
of the accused blocking her 
path, 

"One thing led to another and 
she lost her balance at one 
point. She fell on the floor” the 
lawyer recalled. 


Venting her rage 

Ursua said Nicole later con- 
fided in her that "she's just had 
‘enough with all that had hap- 
pened and that she just vented 
her rage against the accused. If 
I, too, were in her position, 
what she did was understand- 
able." 

While Smiths Filipino de- 
fense counsel did not make an 
issue of the incident during the 
hearing, he expressed dismay in 
an interview off court. 

"We should have no more 
emotional outbursts when the 


‘Confrontation healthy for Nicole’ 


case is already in court,” said 
lawyer Benjamin Formoso. 

On questioning by Ursua, a 
tearful Nicole said that since her 
alleged rape, she had never re- 
turned to her native Zamboanga 
City because she felt "ashamed." 


Image in media 

"Tm already portrayed in the 
news as the bad one and who 
had no one else to blame but 
‘myself because I got drunk,” she 
sald. in Filipino. "But whats 
wrong with my drinking? That's 
precisely why 1 went there, to 
enjoy" 

“I did not want this to hap- 
pen,” she insisted. "I know that 
they (the US Marines) knew I 
was drunk." 

Nicole also revealed that she 
lost her cell phone and wallet on. 
the night of the alleged rape. 


"This was when Ursua asked her 
about the denim pants she was 
then wearing. 


Expert witness 

In one of the pockets, a wrap- 
per for pancreatin—a digestive 
enzyme—was recovered by in- 
vestigators, but Nicole could not 
explain how it got there since 
she had never taken such sub- 
stance. 

Nicole's direct examination is 
expected to be completed to- 
day-—but she will not be grilled 
immediately after by the de- 
fense, 

On prosecutors’ motion, the 
court will first hear from their 
expert witness, Dr. Raquel For- 
tun, a leading forensic patholo- 
gist, before calling Nicole back 
to the stand for her cross-exami- 
mation. 


found herself on a street pave- 
ment with her pants down, front 
side back, 

“I was resisting and I was try- 
ing to push him away with my 
hands. 1 was very weak and he 
was heavy ... I was trying to tell 
him to [stop], said Nicole, shak- 
ing her head to signify no. 

“He just continued what he 
was doing,” she said, throwing 
Smith a fierce glare. 


Laughter in the van 

"When Ursua asked Nicole what 
else Smith did to her, Nicole again 
gave an outburst, screaming in- 
Wectives at the accused. 

"^... You knew | was drunk that 


time," she said 

The Americans just sat upright, 
almost motionless, Smith stared 
straight ahead. 

Nicole, meanwhile, had 
slumped on the stand and cried, 
prompting the court to declare a 
break. 

Calmer when she returned to 
the stand, Nicole testified for an- 
other hour and a half before the 
court again tooka break. 

Under Ursua's questioning, she 
related how she repeatedly tried 
to push away Smith, who she 
said, forced himself into her. 

She also narrated that she 
heard others in the van laughing. 
Smith's coaccused were Lance 


Corporals Dominic Duplantis and 
Keith Silkwood and S/Sgt. Chad 
Carpentier, who — allegedly 
cheered Smith on. 


Head spinning 

“I was shouting, 1 didn't like 
what he was doing tome... Iwas 
growing weak, my head was 
aching and my brain felt like I 
Wanted to shut everything of. I 
Wanted to sleep, but at the same 
time 1 wanted to stay awake so 
that I could fight Smith and so 
that he would not succeed in 
what he was intending to do" 
Said Nicole, testifying in Filipino. 

Ursua asked what she felt 
Smith was about todo to her. 


“I was afraid he would rape me 

. He was kissing me on my lips 
and neck and he was touching my 
breasts. I was resisting ... What 
else could happen next?” Nicole 
said, her voice breaking. 

Asked what she remembered 
next, Nicole replied: “I don't 
know what happened but when I 
regained consciousness, just re- 
alized 1 was already on the 
ground and my pants were on the 
reverse.” 


Searching at the bar 
Corroborating what previous 
prosecution witnesses had told 
the court, Nicole said she then re- 
tumed t0 Neptune Club to lock 


Group seeks to create new generation of patriots 


From pago Al 
the RFM Foundation, selects 30 
national finalists who undergo a 
training program. From them the 
10 winners are chosen. 


Something was lacking 

But in 2001, many winners felt 
something was lacking in the ini- 
tative. 

"Ie is not enough that you are 
recognized. We asked ourselves 
what really was the meaning of 
winning in the search,” said Asis, 
who won in 1998 

“With the ouster of President 
Joseph Estrada as the backdrop, 
She and other past winners ap- 
proached RFM and proposed to 
reposition” the search. 

"The need for good gover- 
nance was very obvious. We had 
to answer the need for young 
leaders and tole models," Asis 
said. 

The past winners started to ini- 
tiate changes in the search. They 
created a “nation-building” pro- 
gram to inspire finalists to be of 
Service tothe country. 

Knowing that more is not only 
menter but also more effective, 
the past winners also started the 
alumni communiy this time 


composed of not only the previ 
ous winners, but also all national 
finalist. 


Youth workshops 

‘Asis and other alumni have 
been organizing leadership and 
nation-building workshops and 
seminars for the youth. They plan 
to go around colleges and univer- 
sities in the country this year, 
drawing strength and inspiration 
from knowing thatthe communi- 
tyis growing Soon. 

The alumni community also 
designs and facilitates the train- 
ing program for the annual na- 
tional finalists for the search. 

The program, called the "for- 
mation proces" spans about 
four days and works by helping fi- 
nalists to reflect on what really is 
the meaning of excellence. 

‘The activities, which range 
from film viewing, discussions 
with outstanding leaders to 
group sharing and reflections, are 
Usually done at the Balai Taal, the 
Concepcions’ picturesque rest 
house in Tagaytay City. 

Finalists need not worry about 
transportation, food and accom- 
modation as the REM Foundation 
and its partners, National Book- 


store and the Rotary Club of 
Makati Central, shoulder the 
costs. 

‘There are 29 finalists this year 
from all over the country. The for- 
mation process began on Friday 
and the 10 winners wil be 
awarded in Malacafiang on Fri 
day. 

Being a TOSP alumna (she 
won in 1995), Sharief isa regular 
speaker in the formation process, 
sharing her own story, of how she 
discovered real fulfillment. 


Aturning point 

Sharief herself considers her 
stint at the TOSP as the turning 
point in her life. Better than the 
trophy she got, the recognition 
meant a “covenant” for her to 
dedicate her life to service. 

Right after finishing medicine 
at the Mindanao State University 
in Lanao del Sur in 1995, she 
started getting juicy offers from 
big hospitals. 

But she stayed, citing the situa 
tion in her community. That year, 
Estrada had just declared an "all 
‘out war" against the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front in Mindanao. 

"T would see patients picking 
‘out maggots from their wounds. 


They had no money to buy 
medicines," Sharief recalled. 

She would shell out her own. 
‘money for her patients, even d 
ing her stint asa trainee at the 
gan District Hospital. But her lim- 
ited allowance was no match for. 
the number of poor patients 
trooping to the hospital. 


Soliciting aid 

She knew she could help more 
people if she went out of the hos- 
pital. 

Sharief started the Mindanao 
Center for Training, Research and 
Extension Services in 1998 to of- 
fer training for youth leadership, 
women empowerment and even 
health education. 

She would solicit help from 
government officials in Metro 
Manila and go back to her 
province to train people and dis- 
tribute relief goods during the 
war, 

‘She knew that was not enough, 
however. Being a graduate of a 
state university, she knew there 
were many poor students de 
prived of quality education be- 
cause they could not pass the en- 
trance exam. 

“Those who failed the entrance 


exam are those who needed more 
training and teaching. So what 
would we do with those who did 
not pass the exam?" she said 

Using her own money, just like. 
in her years as a studenttrainee, 
and getting help from sponsors 
and partners, Sharief set up the 
Philippine Muslim Teachers Col- 
lege in 2000. Last year, she also 
started the Buad Agricultural 
School. 

Her relatives would tell her she 
had given up so many opportuni- 
ties because of her social work. 


Atrophyis notan end. 

“Receiving a trophy does not 
end your student career of serv- 
ing and leading," Asis said. 

‘She said that winning "is only 
the beginning to ensure that you 
continue your advocacy” even 
outside the comfort zone of aca- 
demie institutions. 

"om to activist parents who 
had trained her when she was a 
child never ro talik to strangers on 
the phone for they could be sol- 
diers out to arrest them, Asis saw 
with her own eyes what it took 
her parents to help improve the 
country. 

‘She is doing her share now: “I 


Aid, not bribes, Palace says of gifts to bishops 


From page Al 
"If we wanted to bribe anyone, 
shouldn't the bribe be made for 
the personal gain of the recipient 
arid not for his community? Do 
you think people ean be swayed 
by just breaking bread with the 
President?” asked the Presidents 
chief of staff, Michael Defensor, in 
an interview with the Ingumza. 

Defensor said that giving dona- 
ons of rice and medicine to 
Church communities was part of 
the government’ responsibility. 
‘To classify them as bribes was 
"missing the point" of the exer- 
cise, he said. 

He also did not find anything 
wrong with the President having 
dinner with bishops in Mala- 
cafiang since she normally con- 
sulted with Church leaders on 
state affairs, He said it was only 
the “politicking bishops" who did 
not approve of Palace invitations. 

“Let us not destroy the institu- 
tion of the Church and let us not 
destroy the reputation of every 
bishop,” Defensor sad. 


Carping 

Defensor said that while 
Malacafiang could not stop peo- 
ple from criticizing the Presi- 
ears every move, he warned 
that the unabated carping 


could lead to a slowdown in the 
delivery of key propoor pro- 
grams. 

Ms Arroyo's adviser on poli 
cal affairs, Gabriel Claudio, said 
the Palace was not keen on debat- 
ing an issue that he doubted was 
raised by the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines. "I 
really doubt whether that issue 
was raised by a bishop, it's so pet- 


Pro-Arroyo lawmakers also 
weighed in on the issue. 

Rep. Marcelino Libanan of 
Eastern Samar, echoing the sen- 
timent of his colleagues, said 
government subsidy to parishes 
was a "legitimate service for the 
poor which is given without any 
political considerations.” 

inan urged the bishops “to 
be fair with the President and not 
to misread her propoor pro- 
rams.” 


Exercise discretion 

In a news conference yester- 
day, Archbishop Antonio Ledes- 
ma, CBCP vice president, said the 
prelates agreed during their ple 
nary to exercise discretion on ap- 
parent Palace overtures while 
preparing to discuss important 
public questions. 

"We should be independent of 


ARCHBISHOPS Antonio Ledesma and Angel Lagdameo, and Bishops Arturo Bastes and Angelito 
Lampon appear at the CBCP press conference in Intramuros Manila. 


any kind of perceived favors that 
are being presented simply to win 
our opinions,” said Ledesma. 

At the start of the plenary on. 
Saturday, Parañaque Bishop 
Jesse Mercado had raised the 
propriety of accepting offers of 
cheap medicines, rice and oth- 


A 


er aid as the bishops were 
about to discuss controversial 
issues affecting Ms Arroyo. 
Ledesma, referring to reports 
that the President had invited 
bishops to dinner ‘at the Palace 
and swank restaurant, said 
there had been efforts by the gov- 


‘ 


Y 


ernment to “dialogue with bish- 


It's not unusual 

So this is not unusual he 
said. 

Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, 
ihe CBCP president, said he was 


« 


for the serviceman, But he was 
not there and she was brought by 
Subic law enforcers to Grand 
leisure Hotel, where she, her 
stepsister Anna Liza Franco and a 
younger sister had been billeted 
for their supposed holiday at 
Subic. 

At the hotel, Nicole said she 
was offered a glass of water and a 
cup of chocolate drink. Minutes 
later, she said she felt pain all 
over her body. 

“My body was aching and 1 felt 
pain in my vagina ... [Thats 
"when] I confirmed that 1 was 
raped by Smith. Then I told Anna 
(Franco) that 1 am going to com. 
plain,"said Nicole. 

Nicole related what Franco 

had also said in an earlier testi- 
mony. It concerned a female 
doctor at the James L. Gordon 
Memorial Hos 
edly told her, 
Maybe you Wanted it," and a 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Author- 
ity official named Ben Nativi- 
dad, who allegedly suggested 
that she settle her case out of 
court. 


Emboldened by Castro 

Nicole said she was further em- 
boldened to pursue her case upon 
meeting Maria Fe Castro at the 
‘SBMA Intelligence and Investiga- 
tion Office. Castro was among 
those who said she saw how the 
servicemen dumped Nicole at 
Subic Freeport’s Alava Pier before 
running off to their ship, USS Es- 
sex, docked nearby. 

“Fe Castro told me that I was 
the giri that was unloaded by the 
US servicemen like a pig. She was 
crying... felt even angrier at 
them, and my feeling that they vi- 
lated me even grew stronger; 
said Nicole 


don't want to tell my children 1 
have not done my part. My 
worst fear is we are still in such 
a mess and I have not done my 
part.” 

‘Though she has been busy with 
her work with the Asian Develop- 
‘ment Bank, she always finds time 
to organize activities of the TOSP- 
AC. 


Leadership institute 

‘She dreams of soon creating a 
"leadership institute” out of the 
community as a way to provide 
the younger generations "real 
role models," who are difficult to 
find now, she said. 

The community also dreams 
of expanding the annual search 
to reach out to more colleges 
and universities in the country 
to inspire more students to 
strive to be of better service to 
the country. 

"There are many things in this 
country that need to be fred and 
itis no longer enough to point out 
things that have gone wrong. 

People also need to do what is 
Tight, to sustain the idealism of 
the youth and continue, as the. 
TOSP saying goes, “learning, 
leading and serving for life.’ 


aware of one bishop who had ac- 
ceded to a Malacafiang invita- 

tion to call attention poverty 

and education issues in his dio- 

cese. 

He said the bishop got prompt 
action from the President who 
promised thatthe teachers would 
be paid soon. 

Ledesma said events like this 
were "positive efforts of those in 
public office to also listen and 
make known their views when it 
comes to common concerns on 
the social teachings of the 
Church.” 

He said he had, in fact, been to 
a dialogue berween bishops and 
Cabinet members from the de- 
partments of health, education 
and environment and natural re- 
sources last week. 

He said bishops had also re- 
ceived a letter from Mala- 
cañang proposing another dia- 
logue on the “social teachings 
of the Church" as contained ina 
recently published compendi- 
um. 

Ledesma said the CBCP's inde- 
pendence could be gleaned from 
"our own independent opinions 
on the many social issues.” With 
reports from Christian V. Es- 
guerra, Christine O. Avendaño 
and Michael Lim Ubac } 
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Filipino family: ‘under siege,’ say ‘troubled’ bishops ° 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CON- 
ference ofthe Philippines (CBCP) 
is “deeply troubled" by efforts to 
undermine “cherished religious 
values” such as the planned incor- 
poration of sex education modules. 
inthe public school system. 

Ina pastoral letter released yes- 
terday, the CBCP said the Filipino 
family was "under siege" from 
pending bills covering population. 
management, marriage and fami 
Iylife and reproductive health. 

"The bishops were ostensibly re- 
fering to the controversial House 
Bill 3773 dubbed as “an integrat- 
ed and comprehensive national 
policy on responsible parenthood, 
population management and sus- 
tainable development.” 

“We are deeply troubled by at- 
tempts to legislate or make as state 
policy ideas that tend to weaken or 
even destroy cherished religious 
values regarding the nature of life, 
the nature of mariage as union of 
man and woman, child bearing, the 
values formation of children, etc" 
the CBCP said in an eight-page pas- 
toral statement tiled "Shepherding. 
and Prophesyingin Hope.” 


“Such ideas are part of an orien- 
tation that is fundamentally secu- 
arstic and materialistic, separated 
from their religious and moral 
roots” the bishops stressed. 
Drawing inspiration from Pope 
Benedict XVTs message during 
the recent World Meeting of Fam- 


tion modules. 


nounced the project 


SC upholds DOJ decision; 
RJ, 3 others off the hook 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS RULED THAT 
businessmen Ramon P Jacinto, Jaime Colay- 
o and two others did not commit plunder 
when they diverted P720 million from one 
company to its subsidiaries in 2002. 

In a 10-page decision, the high court up- 
eld an earlier decision of former Justice Sec- 
retary Hernando Perez, who threw out the 
criminal complaint filed by a stockholder of 
the First Women's Credit Corp. (FWCC) for 
Jack of probable cause. 

Tn a decision penned by Associate Justice 
Renato Corona, the high tribunal said it 
‘would let the decision be unless complainant 
Shig Katayama, FWCC director and stock- 
holder, could prove that Perez committed a 
grave abuse of authority during the prelimi- 
nary investigation of the case. 

For this reason, the Court considers it 
sound judicial policy to refrain from interfer- 
ing in the conduet of preliminary investiga 
tions and to leave the Department of Justice 
ample latitude of discretion in the determina- 
tion of what constitutes sufficient evidence to 
establish probable cause for the prosecution 
of supposed offenders,” the Supreme Court 
said. 

"Consistent with this policy courts do not 
reverse the Secretary of Justice's findings 
and conclusions on the matter of probable 
cause except in clear cases of grave abuse of 
discretion. Thus, petitioners will prevail only 
if they can show that the CA erred in not 
holding that public respondent's resolutions 
were tainted with grave abuse of discretion," 
it added. 

Katayama had accused Jacinto and Colay- 
co, president and vice president of FWCC, re- 


Prosecutor told 
to answer raps 
filed by ‘Plinky’ 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


BACOLOD CITY—JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL 
Gonzalez has directed a prosecutor of Bago 
City, Negros Occidental, to answer charges of 
failing to follow procedure during the prelimi- 
nary investigation of the assault case fled 
against former TV host and fitness instructor 
Pinky Recto. 

First Assistant City Prosecutor Eimer Soguilon 
would be made to respond to the complaint 
lodged against him by Recto and her brother, Sen. 
Ralph Reco, Gonzalez said here on Friday 

will ask the prosecutor to explain if the 
requirement for due process was followed, 
because if it was not, something is wrong,” 
Gonzalezsaid. 

Soguilon had found merit in the direct assault 
complaint fled against Reco by her former 
boyfriend. On this basis, the Municipal Trial 
Courtin Bago City had issued a warrant of arest 
for Recto, lawyer Rowena Guanzon said. 

Guanzon is Recto's legal counsel 

Soguilon maintained that he followed proper 
procedure, saying that he did not resolve the com: 
plaint until Recto submited a couer- affidavit. 

Guanzon said that while Recto did submit a 
counter-affidavit, Soguilon did not conduct a 
preliminary investigation. 

"There are no minutes of a preliminary inves- 
tigation; Sogullon acted in bad faith,” she said. 

‘Guanzon said they would be filing an ad- 
ministrative complaint against Soguilon and 
would ask the court that he be inhibited from 
prosecuting the case. 

Recto and her former boyfriend have been 
engaged in a lengthy legal botte over custody 
of their one-year-old son. 


spectively, and business partners Antonio P 
Tayao and Glicerio Perez of plunder when 
they allegedly raided FWCC's coffers, divert- 
ing the staggering amount of P720,333,266 
to the RJ Group of Companies, 

He claimed that parts of the money also 
went to companies affiliated with FWCC, 
namely, Quantum, Shigra, RJ Ventures Realty 
Corporation and Save-a-Lot. 

Katayama then asked the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) to order Jacinto 
and Colayco to account for, and return the di- 
verted amount to FWCC and that an interim 
management committee be appointed to end 
the “dissipation, wastage and loss of corpo- 
rate funds.” 

Jacinto and Colayco, while admitting that 
they had withdrawn money from FWCC for 
the benefit of companies associated with Jac- 
into, claimed thatsuch withdrawals constitut- 
ed legitimate advances and loans extended in 
the ordinary course of business. They said the 
board's decision to lend money to the RJ 
Group of Companies was intended to maxi- 
mize FWCC' idle funds. 

Katayama then filed a complaint before the 
City Prosecutor's Office in Makati, accusing 
Jacinto, Colayco, Tayao and Perez of resis- 
tance and disobedience to persons in authori- 
ty unlawful use of means of publications and 
unlawful utterances, falsification of private 
documents and use of falsified documents 
and estafa. 

The investigating prosecutor issued a reso- 
lution finding probable cause to prosecute the 
respondents for falsification of private docu- 
ments and grave coercion. 

‘Jacinto and others appealed the resolution 
before Perez who ruled in favor of respon- 
dents finding “no probable cause." 


ilies in Spain, the bishops said the 
Filipino family was “ill-served” by 
developments like the sex educa- 


leged lack of Christian values. 


‘CBCP President Archbishop Angel Lagdameo answers a question from media at the headquarters in 
Intramuros, Manila Monday. With Lagdameo are Bishops Arturo Bastes and Angelito Lampon. se«zeom 


Filipina Rafiada, a special edu- 
cation expert, earlier told the In- 
quan that the project was an off- 
shoot of equally questionable ma- 
terials which were already in the 
local school system since 1973. 
Rafiada, who was tasked to re- 
view the materials in 1996, said 
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one module for high school stu- 
dents suggested the idea that 
murdering an adulterous hus- 
band in is sleep was OK. 

One lesson plan reportedly al- 
lowed a school in Pampanga to 
use eggplants, cucumbers and ba- 


manas to teach Grade 

5 pupils the proper 

‘way to use a condom. 
Stil another module. 
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ChCP said yesterday. 
he bishops maintained tab. 
Catholic lay groups and the CBC®,, 
Commission on Family and Lg, 
would continue to oppose projects 
such as the population management 
bill and the sex education modules 
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Tuesday, July 11, 2006 
14th Week in Ordinary Time 
Benedict 
1st Reading Hos 8:4-7, 11-13 
Gospel: Matthew 9:32-38 

Some people brought to Jesus a man who 
was dumb because he was possessed by a de- 
mon. When the demon was driven out, the 
dumb man began to speak. The crowds were. 
‘astonished and said, "Nothing like this has 
ever been seen in Israel.” (But the Pharisees 
said, "He drives away demons with the help. 
ofthe prince of demons") 

Jesus went around all the towns and 
lages, teaching in their synagogues and pro- 
claiming the good news ofthe Kingdom, and 
he cured every sickness and disease. When he 
saw the crowds he was moved with pity, for 
they were harassed and helpless like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disci- 
ples, "The harvest is abundant but the work- 
cers are only few. Ask the master of the harvest 
to send workers to gather his harvest” 
Commentary 

There are so many other dead idols in Israel 
made of silver and gold that only reap a whiri- 
wind of destruction. God is only aware of their 
injustice and how they mock him. And they do 
not listen or heed any of the words/laws of God 
that are given to save and make his people hu- 

Jesus is about the work of making people 
whole, more human and bringing life (healing 
a mute). He preaches and his presence brings 
life; and many are loud in his praise. But there. 
is no mention that people change, or follow Je- 
sius, And yet Jesus is sa filled with pity and com- 
passion that he tends o everyone and mourns 
the lack of others to work with him. 


Corction Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Wi 
Ves Dien, Gun Gy, Un PO or Dimman, 
Tit Quezon Ciy; TeL: 921-3984; Faz: 921-7429: 
Email ce@clarec org; Websites: krg /wor ble. 
claret org (Clarenan Pubteatns nc) & hp. 
Sonane claret org (Carenans im the Phlpancs) 
L. 


CLA 


ET) GENERICS. 
Expires 
EET 


WILSON 


WET & DRY 
MER DUTY rouser 


Weve desned the frs 
sf e mas pigs 
buildings, fis as oe 
p€—X 
Pall, wel Kuve hospitals, 
nutabe schools & universities, 
pbe and private offices, 
ares end chapels, mansions, 
rangers, apartments 

and homes. 


ERE HARE NODES 


Heavy-duty High Pressure Washer 


LEN 


H race oeLveRy within motro manna 
eet eee aeee 


7 Flags. 


Tuus rms TNTS UP TO 70% OFF ou sran L 


MANILA 1851 M OROSAST MALATE. MA 


Urn Ls Paran Plums 8 2341 Panoda Tuine Bt 
Bausen Baa ong Peony Read baba C 
Tol Noa 6904-37-07 | 812-16-78. 


ri 


1,990." 


tor Sedans 

+ Mob for evo /Palora/ Starex — 

T foo tor begion / Suburban — 
wrn 3 YEARS WARRANTY 


WE INSTALL TINTS FOR AUTO, BUILDINGS, BANKS, 
HOMES, MALLS, OFFICES, RESTAURANTS ... 


ALARM y; 
P3.990.00*- 


nine Starter a Security Synem 


3 Modols to choose from 


P 11,900.00.» 
prast ae 4 


From page Al 


Even without their leader for the shootout 
after the 1-1 draw, the French only missed 
once. But Italy, rarely strong in such situa- 
tions, made all five penalty kicks. 

“Us incredibly emotional, words can hard- 
ly describe it,” Grosso said: "Maybe we still 
don’t realize what we have achieved, We real- 
Jy wanted to win and in the end, we made it.” 


Scandal helped 

Until now, no team since the last Azzurri 
‘champions in 1982 had to endure the stress 
and anguish of a soccer scandal. Rather than 
be disrupted by the current probe ripping 
apart the national sport back home, the Ital- 
ians survived. 

“Ifthe scandal hadn't happened, {think 
wie wouldn't have won the World Cup,” 
Italy midfielder Gennaro Gattuso said. 
“It has given us more strength.” 

In the final, Italy outlasted France, 
which underwent a renaissance of its 
own in the last month. The French 
ontrolled the flow of play, only to fail 
ehe rough 120 ues Their E 
only goal—Zidane's penalty kick in 
the seventh minute—was the lone [ii 
Score made by an Italy opponent in E 
seven games of the monthlong tour- 
nament. 

"Ive won many championships, 
many scudetti (Italian league titles), 
but a joy so big I have never felt,” 
Tray coach Marcello Lippi said. "Iis 
the greatest joy absolutely" 

‘Twelve minutes after Zidanes 
goal, the Italians put the ball into 
theneton Materazzi's header offa. 
corner kick. And then the Italians 
held on in a game marked by slop- 
pinessand venom. 

This was hardly artistic on either 
side, and rarely did Italy threaten 
‘over the final 75 minutes. But the 
Azur ignored recent histo- 
Ty—they lost a quarterfinal shootout 
to France in 1998, when Les Bleus 
‘went on to their only championship. 

Andrea Pirlo, Materazzi, Daniele 
de Rossi and Alessandro del Piero all 
easily beat France goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez in the shootout. The differenc: 
was the miss by rarely used Davi 
Trezeguet, which bit the crossbar i 
France's second attempt. 

“This is part of soccer. placed it wel 
afterward itis che bad luck of the g: 
Trezeguet said. 


Screams of victory 

When Grosso connected with his le 
the sliver of Italian fans in the opposite 
of Olympic Stadium finally could let ou: 
breath—and sereams of victory. 


ITALIAN 
defender Fabio 
Cannavaro 


j raises the 


World Cup 
trophy after his 
teamwonits 
final football 
game against 
France. s 


and green top hat on the Jules Rimet Trophy. 
iain Fabio Cannavaro then held it high as 
red everywhere. An impromptu 

e players followed as silver 


-game unbeaten streak dating 
wo years, the Italians added this 
ir championships in 1934, 1938 
id 1982—when another match-fixing inves 
tigation plagued Serie A. 
The hero then in Spain was striker Paolo 
sh off a two-year suspension for his 
role in match- : 
dozen stars 
le right moves. 
first-round group over the 
le Czech Republic and Ghana. 
Then it beat Australia on a controversial 
penalty in injury time that Francesco Totti 
converted. 
Tt routed Ukraine 3-0 before depressing the 
host nation with two stunning goals in the fi- 
minutes of extra time for a semifinal win 


4th minute as the ever-dan- 

fed Willy Sagnol on the wing 

lipped into the area. Sagnol's cross 

to the top of the net when the 

jan keeper soared high to knock it over. 

e sea of blue supporters for 

teams seemed as exhausted as the 

players. The crowd let out a short gasp, 

‘ind then it was back to the tense and ten- 
reaction. 


Nasty foul 
Zidane used his head again in the 110th 
for a nasty foul, a butt directly into the 
chest of Materazzi, earning the France 
captain a red card 
idane being sent off changed every 
thing because even in extra time the Ital- 
jn team was waiting for only one thi 
_and that was penalties," France coach Ray- 
‘mond Domenech said, 
“I don't know what Materazzi said to Zi- 
dane. All 1 know is that the man of the 
nch is Materazzi,” Domenech added. 
got the equalizer and gor Zidane sent 
oft 
The match was supposed ro be a glorious 


red card and his tea 
iden Ball award afte 
aih judged the ournaments best player. 
mainder of extra time, the f 


nervous, sloppy soccer for 120 minutes, hard- 
ting a World Cup final. There were far 
more mistakes than inspiration. 

France's Thierry Henry went down in the 
first minute in a seemingly innocent collision 
with the impregnable Cannavaro. Hens 

n the ground, clearly dazed, for two 
minutes before being helped off with an ice 
bag held to his head. 


Terrific header 

Henry soon came back and his first rouch, 
naturally, was a header. It was a terrific one, 
too, falling at the feet of a breaking Florent 
Malouda, 

Malouda stumbled—many might say 
dived—in the penalty area and Argentine ref 
tree Horacio Elizondo immediately signaled 
a penalty kick. Zidane, whose penalty beat 
Portugal in the semifinals, lobbed it right as 
Buffon dived the other way. The ball struck 
the crossbar and fell well inside the net in the 
seventh min 

the rest of the half, the French showed 

rle ofthe flair that carried chem this far. And 

Taly equalized with one of its strengths—a 
sec piece, 
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ITALIAN fans celebrate in front of the Coliseum in Rome after their 
team beat France in the World Cup final. 


Camoranesi won a comer io 

pi eet 
irlo took the corner, a perfect spiral that 

found the head of defender Materazzi above"; J x 

Patrick Vieira. Materazzi's header soared past 94/9 

pees KE 
per e MM NCI 

aem d dee eme. DeeleIe 

fhe right feoid drive. France gota senres too, (aves the plc at 

when Zidane fell on his right arm and shoul. beng sent ofr 

der and needed freeze spray applied before P% 

EP p 


FRENCH football supporters walk on tho Etoile place in Paris after 
thelr team lost to Italy. 4 
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Yés, RP can kick out sorry state of football, if only ... 


Fronrpago At class players is the establishment of a ? shortly after he arrived atthe UST; he ludes to what James Fallows calls 
fromeation on the pitch in Germany football field where they can practice, joined four foreigners in a local team “damaged culture.” 
akin‘to the war between Athens and play and be coached," he says. | that played avisking Chinese squad in — Manlulu points to divisions 
Sparta.” The efons of this Iranian, who 3 1974 before a cheering crowd of administrators of the spor. He rug 
‘Organizers of the Arneo came to the Philippines in 1977 0 BM M 20000 at the Rizal Stadium—some- that football is down by the wayside 
Jevent-funded by a popular cake study dentistry at the University of Sto. thing unheard of in Manila in resent although tisa sport that Filipinos cait 
maker--had capitalized on the qua- Tomas and never left, have paid of years. easly excel in. E] 
drennial in Germany, hoping thatthe The Legazpi team has been win- " During those days, teams were Ifthe Brazilians can bring heir sani 
football fever that gripped mostofthe ning gold medals in local ouma- : BE evenly composed of Tisoys, Chinoys ba to thelr game, Filipinos can do the 
world would implant a vinas or stir ments. In April, it won the first Foot- and Pinoys. same wonders with their cha-cha—n 
onealivoand infecta peoplethatonly ball Federation of the Philippines bon dows soc, necbecase tpl vary tied by Rak 
think of basketball (FFP) Southeast Luzon Regional Beams arenow90 percent Filipinos. Ramos and Jose de Venecia, 3 
"ons can be said about the chil- Championship in the under-17-years- EO “There are no incentives, no en: "Filipinos love to dance, they‘ 
Jévens commitment and the support old bracket. A couragement and no motivation, very agile," says Romualdez, “Not be 
i factor an a pes i UNUM ye Spanish Dominican pi ing very tal hp. We old be ve 
howsand—mostly lovely young Football revolution em cnt “There are no people who really love strong and aggressive.” 
mothers and the players’ siblings. "This is just the beginning." says SOCCER belles play in a rain-soaked feld on the Ateneo campus BFAS soccer, Everything, including the pri- Soccer could bring this squab 
"las both are lacking in the way the 53-year-old Kashe, who adds he vate sector, emphasizes basketball nation together, bring together ind 
football as a sport in the Philippines hopes to start a football "revolution" The companies, they invest in basket- viduals and communities, bridge cult 
is ran through the years that has led inthe Philippines. ment project for children aged 6 t ion. ball Everything is basketball, basket- tural and ethnic divides. I could be 
to tssorry state today. n Negros Occidental, Rep. Carios 12. Under this effort, football cubs progressive bal, basketball. Nothing happens in = part of something modem and global; 
"Asuey conducted by the Ingum- Cojuangco is offering P50,000 to foot- teach the sport in schools, rain teach- other sports he says in exasperation. F 
en's- bureaus across the Philippines ball clubs that could bring in 10,000 ers, hold tournaments, and select a þe says. ‘Somewhere over the rainbow: 
shows ahat football has become—ex- members. pocl of players for further training. FFP president Johnny Romualdez, es Blens and the glory the “rainé 
ep ior a few places in the There are 33 such clubs in the — Thetowngotaboostin2003when 65, a business manager and consul- bow team” brought to France on the 
Vieayag-chothing move than a week. province, through which the son of the FFP and Fifa, the intemational tant, shrugsoffBoromeds tirade. where Filipinos cannot excel in inter- football field are a repudiation of ear 
endacine brefewenthsiasts,  Dusines tycoon Eduardo Cojuangco football federation, putupa PIO-mil- — "We have not adverised the national competitions. There is anin- Marie Le Pens racist and xenophobig 
vB prognosis tar tis nthe hops weldbedereoxgiby Don uairingcemeerar Barangay Ei guwhoffoial but Thaye seen t” herent height disadvantage. Itcanno rhetoric. E 
throes of deaths grossly exaggerated. sel sustaining communities. can, the only one of its kind in die he says. longer summon national pride, as it _ People complain that there are nd. 
à: Cojuangco ticks off figures. If each country. People in almost all provinces did during the days of Carlos “The fields to play on in the Philippines. f 
Potential at grassroots dub brings in 10,000 members, there : play the game—in school competi- Great Difference” Loyzaga. Those Traveling across Africa, Ive see 
"We have potential players at the will be a fan base of a quaner milion Not doing enough tions, in fiestas. He says the biggest days are gone forever. barefoot Sudanese children scrim, 
grass-roots” says Victor Fomillos, inthe province alone, he says. Some say howeves thatthe FFPis leap has been made in Mindanao, _ Fr. Adolf Faroni, 84, aà Italian Sale- mage with abandon on a dusty field li 
Siem ofthe Reotbal Socedad de “We have to build cubs that wil not doing enough and want to know where the German NGO GTZ also san pres who came t Manila in tered with camel dung beside a souk iy 
Ls he want to hold cis but live forever because of grassroots whereiisspendingismoneyine- has a sport development program 1971, has snother tke on whats Khartoum. Suategially paced rod 
lack offunds holds us back” support | ing a $200,000 annual contribution as part of a peace initiative in trou- Wrong with Philippine football—‘the are the onlysignsofagoal post. 3 
“Irish lament heard across the coun- i from Fifa. bled areas in the region. - laziness of the people... it takestime Children dribble, practice nimbi? 
try-from the Cordillera mountainsin land, Real Madrid in Spain, AC Milan “We dont get enough support, "says The FFR Romualdez says, has spent and effort to organize moves and deft passes, do the scissor: 
thenorth to the coastal fishing villages in ely" he says. Genty Salas- Romero, president of the some PSO millon over the last seven _ Unstated is the constant plodding, Kick on a park behind my apartment 
inthe south. But the sport thrives, ‘The province is hosting the Associa- Davao Football Federation. He cts as years, and distributed 50,000 balisto the patience and perseverance re- blockin Geneva, where used to livit 
hosok Barbe aris she tom of Souheas Adan Nadons an example an FFP directie that says teams in schools all over the county, quired in the game, the imagination They bounce a ballendessiy on the 
weise e oreste bel (Asean) football championships in Ba- his group should share vansportaron He says the money FFP ges imit tocreatesiuationstoscorea gal — heads or bang ir ona wall You see, 
rom Baguio who tained barefoocand colod City in November and expecisto  expensesto national competitions. enough. “Our team is a rue team," France toddlers already kicking a ball straight 
areen marion lds football draw crowds w what used to be _ Romeroalsosaysthe biggestbene- ~ In Swizerand, as elsewhere in the coach Raymond Domenech sid be- and ue to their fathers 
Miampiorahips i te eatly 1980s, known in the region as the prestigious caries of FFP taining programs are more progresive soccerpaying fore the venerable Zidane loet his cool WIU the Philippines be able to send 
Individual initiatives arent lacking. Tiger Cup. the Manila coaches and players who countries, “Le Fut” gets corporate fi- a team to the World Cup, as Togo and 
Sincehecameto Legazpi Cityin Al. Where theres popular support, get international exposure. nancing. Credit Suisse, one of the Trinidad and Tobago—both dots on 
bay in 1992 Iranian Tigh Kaskefhas football thrives, as in Barotac Nuevo. One strident crc of FFP isJoseVi- Alpine countrys biggest banks, pro- themap—did in Germany? 
Daa eoncuating a raining program Residents call the town in loo the to Borromeo, head of the National vides funds for development of the bodyi ^ "The day wil come, if we continue 
intheciyandonlyingbarengaye, ‘the Football Capital of the Philip- Capital Region Football Association. sport and its participation in imema- to build the base, to start them 
"he football philantopis gives pines” “I cannot tell you the sorry state of tional competitions. young" says Romualdez, “It wil 
shine ders shies and shin guarde,  "Atonetime, 15 ofthe 20playersin football in our county in les thana In the Philippines, scons of the old Shag: Dwayne tandem? ome? With reports from MusongR. 
Mui desee Dr piyasa thenationl wam wereBaroacnons; thousand words," says Borromeo. ^ Spanish families attempted to put The, quadrennial in Germany Castillo, PDI Sports; Gil Francis 
ing par in provincial and regional says engineer Duffie Botavara, head Borromeo cites the steady decline football on the same pedestal as bas- showed how deeply national teams Arevalo, PDY Southern Lion Pui- 
competitions. Last year alone, he ofthe local football association- in the Philippines’ ranking in Fi- ketballin the 60s and 70s. touched their supporters—the deliri- reau; Joselle dR. Badilla, PDI Min- 
SEP P700000 developing football _ Botavara saysan FFPprogramcon- faftom 168 in 1997 to 191 this The late Andres Soriano Sr, then ous outpouring of joy in victory, mas- dano Bureau; Carla P Gomez Chita 
Sids in Barangays Rawe, Homepon ducted with education officials main- year in a feld of 205 countries. He president of San Miguel Cop, sivegrieving in defeat. A. Puentes, Nestor P Burgos Jr. and 
and Banquerohan. fy accounts for the locals enthusiasm says that in the Asian federation, the brought fom Spain six or seven _ One football coach, Robert Manlu- Joey A. Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bu- 
= "We should learn from our friends for the sport. county is 42nd on the totem pole young soccer players to develop local lu of Ateneo, advances one theory reau; Vincent Cabreza, PDI North- 
in Latin America, where the primary Many Barotaenon children are part out of 45 members. Wien recalls Pr Joaquin Valder. why soccer cannot go very far inthis ern Luzon Bureau; and Mel 
edurement in the taining of word. of "Kasimbulan,” the FEPS dewelop- “Our situation is serious, and un- — The 61-year-old Valdez says that counny—the "erab mentaliy” Heal- Lawrence de Gurman, PDI Research 
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Measured response 


ORTH KOREA APPARENTLY WANTED TO GET THE 
Nies attention when it test-fired six missiles on 
the United States’ Independence Day last 
Week—and it got it all right, plus the condemnation of 
many nations. But while Pyongyang raised geopolitical 
tension, it failed to demonstrate that its long-range missile 
technology had advanced in the past few years. The long- 
range Taepodong-2 that was designed 
EDITORIAL — toreach the US West Coast came down 
only 40 seconds after takeoff. 

While last week's test-launching could not possibly 
have posed any immediate threat to its major “ad- 
dressee,” the US, it underlined the continuing challenge 
to world peace and security being posed by the reclusive 
state of North Korea. And while the White House called 
the test-firing “a provocation,” US President George W. 
Bush has made a relatively calm, measured response to it. 
He has asked the leaders of China and Russia, two of the 
countries closest to North Korea, to support him in mak- 
ing a tough response to North Korea's provocative action. 
He also asked the leaders of Japan and South Korea to 
join the US in sending the common message that North 
Korea would not “be rewarded for ignoring the world” 
and that it “would be isolated if it continued to do so." 

Toward the end of the week, Bush ruled out bilateral 
talks with North Korea, saying that the United States 
would make its response to Pyongyang through the Unit- 
ed Nations Security Council. He said the diplomatic route 
might be “slow and cumbersome,” but what was impor- 
tant was for Kim Jong Il, who is often portrayed by the 
Western media as “an irrational, nuclear-obsessed mad- 
man,” to hear the world “speak with one voice.” 

Despite Bush's ruling out bilateral talks and the expec- 
tation that North Korea could not be persuaded to return 
to the six-party talks, the possibility remained that other 
venues might be open for discussion with Pyongyang. On 
Friday, Christopher Hill, the top US envoy for North Ko- 
rea, said the United States was supporting China’s pro- 
posal for informal talks to reengage the reclusive state. 

In the United Nations, the US and Japan put on the 
table a draft resolution calling for sanctions on North Ko- 
rea's weapons program, but China said it would not sup- 
port the move. The resolution demands an. end to missile 
developmentby North Korea and urges other countries to 
take steps to prevent the transfer to or procurement from. 
North Korea of any missiles or materials and technology 
as well as the transfer of financial resources to end users 
involved in or supplying North Korea's missile or 
weapons of mass destruction program. 

Toward the end of the week also, Japan introduced a 
draft Security Council resolution that would impose sanc- 
tions on North Korea for the test-firing and also order a 
halt to its development of ballistic missiles. But here 
Japan could be blocked by China and Russia which are 
opposing sanctions. Still, a way may be found to drop the 
sanctions from the resolution and retain a condemnation 
and an order for Pyongyang to stop developing and test- 
ing missiles. 

North Korea has threatened to test-launch more mis- 
siles and said it would take even stronger action if test op- 
ponents exerted pressure on the country. With the test-fir- 
ing, Kim Jong-il certainly has got the world's attention 
and has to be taken seriously despite the caricature that 
the Western media have painted of him. North Korea has 
‘one of the poorest economies in the world but it has the 
fifth largest army, with 1.2 million soldiers and 7.7 mil- 
lion reservists. (The soldiers are the best-fed people in a 
nation that has about 21 million starving and malnour- 
ished civilians.) 

It is well that the usually gung-ho Bush has avoided the 
temptation to tread the unilateral path and is instead ask- 
ing for an international consensus. The West will have to 
avoid the temptation to overreact because it cannot pre- 
dict what the response of Kim Jong-il will be. 

Last week's test-firings by North Korea are surely a 
cause for global concern, but fortunately, world leaders 
have not responded with warlike statements and actions. 
‘The UN Security Council offers one venue for the resolu- 
tion of the issue. If formal six-party talks cannot be recon- 
vened, then six-party informal talks, as suggested by Hill, 
could be resorted to. It is certainly reassuring that the 
usually hawkish Bush is taking a measured response, and 
that various avenues are being explored to insure the 
peace and security of the world. 
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"WHAT ARE YOUR CHANCES OF GETTING 
squashed by a reckless driver, speeding late at 
hight through poorly lit intersections? Prety 
high, says the Asian Development Bank in a 
study of road safety among Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations members. But the like- 
hood that you wont even appear as a statistic 
in official traffic accident records is higher. 

‘Also, che roads here are more lethal for kids, 
says the ADB's "Country Report No 7: Philip- 
pines.” Children between the ages of 1 and 4 
Years accounted for the largest number of vic- 
tims among “the most vulnerable group": 
pedestrians: "About 25 percent to 40 percent of 
ali pedestrians killed or seriously injured were 
under 15. 

On paper, “the Philippine accident rate is 
about 6 fatalities per 10,000 vehicles.” That 
makes us look good among Asean nations. The 
ow victim head count has, in fact, lulled au- 
thorties into complacency, the report notes 
But newspaper and broadcast reports show 
these up as smug assumptions. 

"In reality, there are great discrepancies be- 
tween statistics and the actual situation,” the 
report says. “In 2003, the police reported only 
about 900 fatalities.” But that same year, 
“about 9,000 fatalities could be attributed to 
road trafic accidents,” the United Nations 
Fund for Children asserted in its National In- 
jury Survey. 

The Unicef study covered 90,500 house- 
holds, randomly selected from barangay to re- 
ional level. It concluded that over 783,000 
Pile-ups occur yearly. In over 144,000 in- 
Stances, people were injured severely. Another 
{630,000 gor off with bruises, black eyes, dent- 
ed cars—and the scare of their lives. 

A similar divergence appears when police 
statistics are stacked alongside hospital data, 
the ADB study notes. Health figures tracked a 
Sharp climb in traffic accident fatalities over a 
five year period: from 1,212 to 3,865. The 
corpses notwithstanding, police statisties show 
theres a downward trend. 


JAMBY MADRIGAL, OF COURSE, IS PERFECTLY 
‘capable of defending herself from che irascibly 
silly Raul Gonzalez who means to pin her down, 
(on charges of treason. But frankly, 1 don’t know 
why she shouldnt just say: "What crime have T 
committed? les not as though I called up a Com- 
lec commissioner during the counting of votes 
and excused that as a lapse in judgment.” 

Indeed, 1 don't know why that shouldn't be 
the standard answer of everyone the 
Newspeak Department of Justice and 
Newspeak justice secretary means to hale to 
court on any charge, trumped-up or not. 

I don't know why Bishop Deogracias Iniguez 
shouldn't say: "What crime have I committed 
in filing an impeachment rap against GMA? Its 
not as if I called up Garci, demanding that he 
make me win by a million votes, and called it a 
lapse in judgment." 

1 don't know why the Batasan 5 shouldn't 
say: "What crime have we committed in show- 
ing solidarity with the soldiers who wanted to 
withdraw support from GMA? Its not as if we 
called up a Comelec commissioner known for 
telling the world he learned the tricks of his 
trade from Leonardo Perez, Marcos’ Comelec 
chief who did not know how to count, wanting 
to know how he was making ‘pagpapataas sa 
inyo Ma'am.” And called that a lapse in judg- 

1 don’t know why Gen. Francisco Gudani 
and Col Alexander Balutan shouldnt say: 
“What crime have we committed in appearing 
before the Senate to tell the world what we 
know about the conduct of elections in the 
south? Its not as if we pestered Gard, who 
seemed harassed and peeved at some point by 
the sheer persistence or kakulitan of the calls, 
demanding to know if there was any danger of 
the cheating being found out and being grate- 
ful to be told that "Namfrel ho sympathetic na 
sa arin.” And called that a lapse in judgment.” 

1 don’t know why everyone, Right, Left, Cen- 
ter, or Nowhere, accused of subversion, rebel- 
lion, sedition, desertion, treason, or whatever 
“on” the irascbly silly Newspeak justice secre- 
tary can think of, shouldn't say: "What crime 


‘ ^ 


Rose-tinted data 
— iem 


VIEWPOINT Gm 


ER ee 


1 i] 
Juan. Mercado ASS 
SUN * 


"There are no specific steps for reporting ac- 
cidents,” the report notes. In Metro Manila as. 
well as in towns, police present at accidents 
bring the victims to the hospital and inform 
medico-legal departments. 

‘But what if theres no policeman around? 
Then, “reporting accidents from hospitals to. 
police headquarters and to the PNP is seldom 
done.” Hospital records are not reconciled 
with police records. Computerization is just 
beginning. And staffis short. 

As a result, "the level of accuracy of report- 
ing trafic accidents varies from region to re- 
gion... This also leaves traffic investigation re- 
ports on minor injury accidents and property 
damage on the shelves of different police dis- 

“Two traffic accident reporting and analysis 
systems, one at the Department of Public 
‘Works and the other at the Metro Manila De- 
velopment Authority, still have to be coordi- 
nated, “An efficient road accident data system 
is simply not yet available in the Philippines." 

In a separate 2005 study, the ADB estimates 
the toll now tops $1.9 billion per year. At cur- 
rent exchange rates, that’s roughly P100.7 bil- 
ion—equal 2.6 percent of the country’s gross 
domestic product. 

The problem is unlikely to goaway The num- 
ber of vehicles, careening on inadequate 
clogged roads here, increases at 4.4 percent 
yearly roughly double the increase in popula- 
tion. Over a five year period, the number of mo- 
torcydes caromed from 604,746 to 1.61 mil- 
lion. "Motorcyclists are a growing problem." 

Most accidents occurred in Metro Manila. 
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Northern Mindanao came next, followed by Bi- 
col, then Western and Central Mindanao. Ilo- 
os, Cagayan Valley and Southern Tagalog had 
the least 

More than a third (35 percent of the smash- 
ups occur at intersections. Most happen at 
might. Contributing factors include poor street 
lighting, lack of warning devices, and disre- 
gard of traffic signals during late night or early 
morning hours. 

"The "loose nut behind the wheel” is respon- 
sible for one out of every four mishaps, The 
other causes are: fracturing speed limits, 17 
percent; overtaking and mechanical defects, 
12 percent. Drivers doze off, had one drink too 
many, suffer "reduced visibility due to smoke 
Þelchers and night blindness among the mal 
nourished.” 

"The first step is to keep unskilled drivers off 
the road," the ADB says. “The current licensing 
systemis so lax that people need not leam how 
to drive before geting a license." Standards for 
licenses should be tied up to driver education. 

“Some aspects of Filipino culture... often go 
against strict law implementation, self- 
pline and courtesy” the report points out. 
“These cultural factors tend to infect many 
agencies, as well as the behavior of drivers and, 
pedestrians.” 

Lack of spine will not ban dilapidated smoke- 
belching vehicles, clear sidewalks of vendors, 
tear down distracting billboards or clear ad-hoc 
cafeterias squatting on pedestrian paths- 

“A tialand-error method of solving traffic 
problems, which is often undertaken in the 
Philippines, must therefore be avoided.” That 
would come from better use of public institu- 
tions, like the University of the Philippines Na- 
tional Center for Transportation Studies, and 
private groups like the Automobile Association 
Philippines. 

“Amore powerful national safety committee 
is needed,” the report adds. Rosy statistics 
cannot simply cover up for the failure of the 
transportation system.” 


emed by one. Appearing before the Senate, in 
contravention of an illegal, immoral and total 
ly venomous order to cease and desist, in order 
to make the truth known, is nota crime, partic- 
ularly if you are a soldier who believes in duty, 
honor, and all the things soldiering at its best 
stands for. 

My advice therefore more properly applies 
to people who are accused of evading taxes, 
notably the entertainers, whose pictures are 
splashed all over the front pages of newspa- 
pers to embarrass them because they are still 
Capable of being embarrassed. 1 don't know 
why they shouldn't say: "What crime have we 
committed in not declaring our income? Irs 
not as if we called up the Serpent who speaks 
with a forked tongue ora thick accent and sug- 
gested that he throw away the ballot boxes 
Where the voters have declared their prefer 
ences.” 

My advice mare properly applies to the forg- 
ers and con men and the perty hustlers that 
congregate in the fringes of ciry hall and every. 
other government office offering their dark 
and shadowy services. If they are caught, 1 
don't know why they shouldn't say: "What 
crime have we committed? Irs not as if we 
called up the Beast that goes'by many names 
and many faces and asked that he manipulate 
and falsify and deceive and otherwise unleash 
lies and untruth upon the earth.” 

‘My advice more properly applies to rapists 
who, until government made a show of abol- 
ishing the death penalty in time for GMA's au- 
dience with the Pope, were first in line to have 
poison flow in their veins. 1 don't know why 
they shouldn't say: "What crime have we com- 
mitted? We just raped one person, we did not 
rapeanation” 

Ifyou are a Christian, you believe that being 
born with original sin, you will go to hell or 
purgatory (1 forget which) when you die unless 
ou are baptized. In soul as in bod in religion 
asin politics, in heaven as in earth, there is no 
end of ways to get baptized. How to expunge 
the original sin called "Hello Garci"? 

Get angry. Go figure. 
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THE ARREST A FEW DAYS AGO OF SIX MILITARY 
officers belonging to the Magdalo group and two 
civilian sympathizers, who were found in posses- 
sion of a huge cache of firearms and bombs al- 
legedly intended to bomb the Batasan during Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the Nation Ad- 
dress can only weaken the second impeachment 
‘ease against her. One of the grounds cited for her 
impeachment is her alleged abuse of power in issu- 
ing Proclamation 1017. The arrest of the Magdalo 
group strengthens the administration's argument 
that it had to issue the proclamation to protect it 
self against enemies of the state. This seems to 
doom the second impeachment case. 


sion of Calooc 

file anewimpea 

dent Arroyo has triggered 

of church and state relations and how the sepa- 
‘ation between the two should be observed. 
Ifiguez’s decision was anchored primarily on 
‘what the anti GMA forces claim to be the need to 
Ferret out “the truth” about whether GMA really 
won the 2004 elections. Interestingly, at the an- 
Tual meeting of the Bishops Businessmen's Con- 
ference last Friday, a paper titled "Report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Election Irregularities,” 
whose preliminary report was first issued at the 
Bishops plenary assembly last January 2009, 
resurfaced. This paper seems to contradict 
Tüiguezs recent move, leading many people to 
wonder what he's upto. 

In their July 10-11, 2004 plenary asembly just 
‘wo months after the May 2004 elections, the bishops 
decided to form an ad hoc committee to study reports 
of disenfranchisement of voters and allegations of ir- 
Teguartes, including cheating. It was chaired by 
TRiguez, with Msgr Hemando Coronel and lawyer Jo 
Imbong as members, The commie submitted a pre- 
liminary report tothe January 2005 plenary based on 
a comparative study of Namiel and Congress results. 


FOR SOMEONE WHO SAYS SHE HAS "MISGI- 

Vings” about this publishing genre, wrtercura- 

Tor cultural researcher intellectual activist Mari- 

an Pastor Roces has just published a volume that 

Charts a new course for what has sometimes been 

corer referred to as the “coffee table 
ook.” 

‘A coffee table book has come to be defined as a 
hardbound volume, usually large in format, printed 
‘on thick, coated paper, lavishly designed with 
Scrumptious photos that are used more as décor 
and conversation pieces (resting on coffee tables in- 
stead of on bookshelves) rather than as sources of 
information or even good writing. That the writing 
is oftentimes good though it can also be preten- 
tious and self indulgens regret. For in this 
genre style definitely tramps substance. 

Maybe thats why PastorRoces, when ap- 
proached by Batangas City officials about preparing 
Took to coincide with the opening ofthe cy mu- 
Seum, felt reluctant to embark onthe projet. But, 
she says, "also realized that I had so much rich ma- 
terial born of four years of research that | felt would 
bea shame to jast ler goto waste” 

As the maltrhyphenated Pastor:Roces wrote in 

her foreword, she decided to take up the. 
if only to explore new, different directions for 
medium. "Perhaps the picture book form can be 
Shifted from the dynamics of promotion, and more 
toward the dynamics of critical reflection.” Her 
“Soin of attack would be language, and none was 
beter suited than Batangas Tagalog, an oral lan- 
guage she describes as "crunchy sharp and feral,” or 
Tibe pus i in Batangueño Tagalog: "malutong, 
 matalas at ‘di timo.” 
THE BOOK is entitled “Puntong Batangan” 
(roughly, the Batangueño Accent), sub-titled. 
“Katwiran at Dila Dine sa Batangas City (Accent, 
Polemic and Tongue: Batangas Cy)" 

Tt a coffe table book in shape and form, but 
wholly unexpected in ts content, which includes 
lots of ravishing visuals, true, but also dense, 
complex, detailed, finely wrought analysis, re- 
flection and information. 
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Tk compared the retums from 79 provinces and 19 
cities and municipalves. In 92 areas, it noted that 
Namfrel provincial and cty/municipal data were “not 
far from Comelec figures,” but it noted disparities in 
six other areas, all of them i 


m 


poli s,” the Iñiguez report 

fed that an “impartial quest for what really hap- 
pened in the national May 2004 elections is ehi- 
Sive” as ies most difficult to find a source “with 
no political bias or partisan agenda." 

"The committee worked wath the election re- 
turns (ERs) that are “the very heart of the Nam- 
fre terminal report" based on 82.98 percent of 
the votes, as against the ‘canvass 
that used certificates of canvass. The committee 
affirmed what the BBC Task Force Katotohanan 
had stressed: “The 83 percent count completed 
by Namfrel can be considered clean." 

Using extrapolated Namfrel data, the committee 
stated that while there were “indicators of vote 
padding,” largely in the Muslim areas of Mindanao, 
EGMA won." although it found it "impossible that 
her lead over her main rival is more than a milion 
votes" The comittee arrived at this conclusion af. 
ter noting that the extrapolated Nemfel lead of 
GMA over FPJ was 562,544 votes, while in the final 


Puntong Batangan 


Rina Jimenez-David |. 


One puts down "Puntong feeling 
intellectually and sensually sated, one's mind 
and eyes assaulted with so many facts and his- 
torical data. The archive photos alone are worth 
one's investment of money and time, a visual 
timeline that brings the past to vivid life. 

"The book celebrates and remembers Batangas 
City. But where conventional publishers might 
have chosen to massage the egos of the city fa- 
thers and prominent families by centering on 
the principalia and on the worthies who fi- 
nanced the city’s growth, Pastor-Roces and her 
team instead uses an “outside-in” approach. 

"The first chapter is called “Puno't Dulo,” vari- 
ously translated as “Be-All and End-Al, "Start 
and Finish," "Root and Nether.” It begins literally 
‘with trees native to Batangas, particularly the 
calumpang. Early chroniclers observed the pop- 
lace offering sacrifiees at de foot of the 

lumpang tree, arising perhaps from the per- 
Ser th and aly odors pers 

ich and musky odors, its 
flowers and sap. 

From trees, the chapter explores the rest of 
the natural environment and moves on to the es- 
tablishment of the city including a detailed tine 
line of the events that led to the concentration of 
the population from outlying villages to coastal 
town center, the growth of the town, its total de- 
struction and razing toward the end of World 
‘War I, and its rebuilding and prosperity as a city 
It also pays homage to prominent citizens, in- 
cluding past and present city officials and proud 
sons, such as Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales. 


GOING beyond chronology and geography, "Pun- 


Comelec tally GMAS lead, minus the overseas vote, 
‘was 1,063,772 votes. The committee noted the dif- 
ference of 501,217 votes berween the two counts, 
which it maintained was likely to be the true margin 


who has not benefited from this evil 


Ma. Lourdes Cortes, president of Word Commu 
Lo] Inc, sent me a book written by 
my College of the Holy Spirit fellow alumna, Ma. 
‘Andrea Santos-Mendigo. Andrea, a well-known 
Marian devotee and chair of the Education Ministry 
of Christ the King Parish in Greenmeadows, Quezon. 
iy authored "Sacred Feminine, The Story of the 
Woman," which is a catechesison the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the Holy Eucharist. She traces the divine 
plan to share the bounty of God outside the Blessed 
Trini, whereby the Second Person, God's Word, 
would assume human nature by being bom to a 
woman chosen before time began, Mary As she not- 
fed, Mary embodies the Sacred Feminine because in 
her sinless and virginal womb the Word took flesh. 
She was also to become the Queen of Heaven and 
Earth, the Mother of us all 

‘What makes the book fascinating is that Mendigo 
develops some of th great legends of Mary such as 
her encounter with the Angel at Nazareth and her 
miraculous appearances at Guadalupe, Fatima and 
even Manila, where she was said to have intervened 
to protect the people against the Marcos forces dur- 
ing the Edsa Revolution. The book, costing P250, 
can be obtained at Torus Bookstore in Greenhills 
and outlets of Jesuit Communications and other 
stores. Or you can call 642-6523. 


, 


tong Batangan” then explores aspects of history that. 
have been, as the book puts it "buried and forgorten 
(baon sa mot," as well as cultural signposts that 
are uniquely Batangueño. 

Extremely rich and moving, ilusrated by vin- 
tage photographs, handwritten leners, personal 
testimony and archive materialis the chapter on the 
ole of Batanguefos during the Revolution against 
Spain and the Filipino American Wat 

Pastor-Roces says Batangas is notable in that 
there is litle feudal tradition in the province, with 
most residents owning a piece of land, allowing for 
the creation of a strong and vibrant—and indepen- 
dent-minded—middle class. Perhaps its this inde- 
pendent streak (as well as a reputation for tough 
machismo and a quick temper) that put Batangas in 
the center of the revolutionary movement. Ifs no 
accident that Malvar, among the longest hold-outs 
banling the Americans, chose the mountains of 
‘Batangas for his stronghold. 

A searing photograph shows a group of Ameri- 
‘can soldiers atop a pile of bones—artifacts not of 
victims of wartime atrocities, but of a cholera epi- 
demic, abetted, so Pastor-Roves writes, by such 
‘American military tactics as starvation and zoning. 
THE BOOKS pages are generously sprinkled 
with pithy folk sayings that, to the refined and 
“civilized” sensibility sound crude and much too 
direct, but which exemplify the peasant’s com- 
fort with the earth and bodily functions. “Lumu- 
ra ka ng patingala, sa mukha tatama (Spit with 
an upturned chin and you get it in the face)" is 
just an example. 

it pays further homage to the language by ex- 
plorations of the kundiman or love song, the ha- 
rasa tradition, the awit, the bugtong, the dalit, 
‘which survives to this day, and the subli, a dance 
that is the center of any popular celebration in 
Batangas, albeit in various versions. 

"Puntong Batangan” is, in sum, a compendi- 
um of facts and lore, legend and poetry, witi- 
isms and memories, riddles and rhyme, that is 
both a fond homage to and a critical conversa- 
tion about a city and its people. 


Mexico's next revolution 


IT SEEMS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT RIGHEOF- 
center liberal candidate Felipe Calderón will be 
Mexico's next president. He may not have won by 
more than a percentage point and his 36 percent 
‘of the votes is hardly a mandate. His opponents 
will challenge the results in the streets, the courts 
and the political arena, and he will face a strong, 
though divided, opposition in Congress, Sull, 
‘winning is better than losing, and Mexico is bet- 
ter off today than it was yesterday, when many 
thought the eftof center populist contender, An- 
drés Mantel López Obrador, would receive a 
thumping endorsement from the electorate. 

Calderón means continuity; thats probably why 
he won, and that is what Mexico needs 

In the end, Mexico's voters did not fall for López 
Obrador’ stratagem. His case was simple: Mexico is 
a basker case today lets throw out the rascals re- 
Sponsible for it and replace them with leaders who 
will represent and help the poor—still half of Mexi- 
‘o's population. 

Regardless of the fact that this description is 
largely, though not entirely, inaccurate, the voters 
decided that the last people they wanted to fix the 
mess were those who created it in the first place. 

2 Obrador surrounded himself with former 
high-level officials of the Echeveria (1970-1976), 
López Portillo (1976-1982), De la Madrid (1982: 
1988), and Salinas de Gortari administrations. It 
simply didnt fly with the electorate, 

Calderóns argument did. He basically argued 
that over the past 10 years, Mexico, while hardly a 
paradise, was on something of a ol inflation came 
Under control, growth began to pick up, poverty 
Was being reduced, and lower interest rates made 
credit available to the lower middle cass. And all of 
this came about without repression, human rights 
Violations, uprisings, political assissinations, or 
runaway corruption. 

‘According to exit polls, 60 percent of Mexico's 
voters who thought that things had improved over 
the past year voted for Calderon; 60 percent of 
those who approve of President Vicente Fox (who in 
tum has a 65 percent approval rate), chose 
Calderón as well. 


Woro View 


Jorge Castañeda 


Nonetheless the challenges he-faces are enor- 
mous. Mexico today is victim of a gaping ideological 
divide that most other counties in Latin America 
have put behind them. The election was not over 
policies, simplistic or not, such as war or peace, lower 
Or higher taxes, more or less public spending, how to 
‘combat poverty or create jobs, to permit or prohibit 
capital punishment, abortion, gay marriage, or what- 
ever The campaign was over Mexico's soul, over the 
highly absract, pardy imaginary, broad ideological 
themes of nationalism, separation of church and 
state, the market versus the state, law enforcement 
‘versus eradicating privilege and poverty, belonging to 
Latin America or to North America, poor versus rich. 

‘Viewed from afar, such campaign themes might 
mot have been a bad thing: after all, countries need 
these types of discussion every now and then. But in 
fact, the discussion was largely meaningless, be 
cause the policies that theoretically would have 
sprung from the elecorate favoring one world-view 
or the other were either unviable or already in 
place. Calderón cannot hand education over to the. 
Church, privatize Pemex (the state owned oil com- 
pany) or abolish social anti-poverty programs, as 
Tis adversaries falsely claimed he would do. And 
López Obrador would not have been able to move 
México away from the United States, revise Nafta, 
massively and overnight reorient public spending, 
eliminate povery and create millions of jobs 
through unfunded infrastructure programs, as he 
said, and truly seemed to believe, he would do. 

‘Asin most cases, Byzantine ideological debates 
such as these lead nowhere, but they do crowd out 
‘meaningful policy discussions. Since debates over 
those policies did not take place, they will have to 
begin now, and inevitably they will further polarize 
a society that is already deeply divided. 

Calderón will not only be plagued by this artificial 


ideological divide; he will also have to confront the 
same paralysis that Fox and his predecessor, Emesto 
Zedillo, have encountered since 1997. Mexico's cur- 
rent institutions were designed and built for an au- 
thockarian rule, not for democracy, and they worked 
while Mexico was governed by a single party the 
PRI. When democracy came, everyone—Zedillo, 
Fox, this writer, and many more thought that the 
‘same institutions would remain functional despite a 
radically different conex. 

‘We were all wrong, and the new president must 
face the same challenge: not how to govem with 
these dysfunctional institutions, but how to replace 
them with something that works. This is the single 
mast iporant challenge facing Calderón; design- 
ing and building new institutions should be his 


priority 

Achieving, at long last, reelection of pariamen. 
tary representatives; calling a referendum to amend 
the Constitution; creating a hybrid, semi presiden- 
tial, semi parliamentary system that wil encourage 
the formation of legislative majorities in a three- 
pany environment: allowing independent candi- 
ates to run for office, Uus forcing parny realign- 
ment; and abolishing the US-style campaign financ- 
ing, where air time s purchased instead of alloed, 
and which led to Sunday's election probably being, 
dollar for vote, the most expensive in the world. 
‘These are the mast important and urgent reforms. 

‘With these reforms, Mexico can finally begin to 
harvest the fruits of 10 yeas of stabiliry and conti- 
müty--not a mean feat for a country which had 
previously had major crises in every decade since 
the 1960s. With the reforms, the urgently needed 
Substantive decisions that will directly affect the 
lives of the Mexicans—energy, tax, and labor re- 
form, the improvement of education, and poverty 
reduction can be made. Without the reforms, the 
country will continue to plod along and, no matter 
fow intensely people may feei about it, real change 
will remain impossible. Project Syndicate. 

Jorge G. Castañeda, a former foreign minister of 
 Maxico, is a Global Distinguished Professor of Politics 
and Latin American Studies at New York University. 
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M/ 
Fate at work 


MY MEMORY OFTEN TAKES ME TO A SPECIAL EVENING A 
year ago. Physically raw and sluggish after a 16-hour flight, I 
came out of the John E Kennedy Airport in soaring spirits. A... 
wide-eyed me took in the breathtaking New York skyline, 
reveled in the crisp autumn air and pondered in awe how 
‘many seemingly unrelated events worked in perfect ing] 
to get me there. It is a delicious recollection, the kind you 
tend to come back to 

when in need of 
comfort or cheer. 

A few months be- 
fore graduation, 1 
was already applying w 
for work. I made sure 
to attend job fairs 
and company talks. 1 
took the written ex- 
ams and passed all of 
them. Most of the 
companies on my 
priority list called to arrange an interview. Iwas on a rol. 

Nothing prepared me for what happened next: none ofr: 
these companies hired me. Apparently T had the grades but 
not enough extracurricular experience. For a while there, 
‘was convinced that I had missed a lot in my education be- 
cause 1 did not lead an organization, serve in the student 
council or join the pep squad. 

Tn my defense, I told myself 1 was far from being a recluse 
My out-of-classroom learning, 1 would realize later on, was, 
not insufficient. My activities were simply not the type you 
would include in a résumé, but nonetheless they shaped me“ 
into a well-rounded, civic minded individual. 

My kindly alma mater took me in. My former professors: 
saw through my lampoon of a teaching demo and ignored 
my apparent lack of leadership. And so I became a sel-con- 
scious instructor teaching elementary Chemical Engineering 
to kids my age, plus or minus a couple of years. à 

While I took this unexpected career opportunity as a ma- 
or blessing, the frustration of not getting the jobs I most: 
‘wanted wouldn't go away. I secretly pined to be a chemical, 
technologist, a junior engineer or even a management. 
trainee. My friends who bagged those titles were eami 
twice my salary and wore hip clothes to hip places after, 
work. Yes, they were on call even on Sundays and they com-^ 
plained of being too busy while I had all the free time in the? 
‘world. And still, felt cheated. 

Looking back now, I would say that the hands of fate were 
busy at work. One ordinary day, a hard copy of an e-mail was, , 
handed tome. i 

"Christine, para sayo 'to" a senior colleague told me like?! 
she were the Fairy Godmother personified. The e-mail was"? 
from a Filipino-American executive based in Long Island * 
New York, who was looking for young engineers to work in a; 
family owned manufacturing company. Having nothing to, 
lose, I posted a reply to the ad about two hours later. Half a! 
dozen e-mails and one interview iater, 1 was hired. 

My family was overjoyed; the opportunity was the! 
"lucky break” that would finally deliver us from the harshe 
grip of walang kamatayang utang (endless debt). Just likey. 
that, our prayers for a long-term solution assumed a credi- 
ble form. 

‘Our financial struggle began around the time of my puber- 
ty and as a teenager, | reacted adversely to the situation. 
Eventually though, I matured and thus became an ally to my^ 
parents who would never tell exactly how bad our financial 
Condition was, perhaps to shield me against hopelessness, 
Now, working here in New York, am able to somehow repay 
them and maybe build new kinds of hopes that we did not, 
have the nerve to imagine before. 

Had I been accepted to any of the companies in Manila Di 
applied o, al this would not have happened. It would've just, 
taken one nod from a human resources manager for me to be; 
‘working with a company until now. I had been humbled by, 
several rejections and had begun questioning my abilities 
but there were also people who never lost their faith in me: 
my past and present colleagues. D 

"The challenges did not end when I arrived in New York: 
But had not expected smooth sailing anyway After the ini- 
tial wonder of seeing and doing things new and unfamiliar 
(the Big Apple doesn't lack for those), 1 felt the sharp bite of, 
homesickness. Eventually, happy memories with dear 
friends and relatives became too much to dwell on. Case int 
point: hanging out in Starbucks used to be a treat (the coffee! 
Was expensive bur still worth it for the two-hour, non-stop. 
gossip that came with it). Here I can buy the tallest cup with 
loose change and somehow the coffee does not taste as good. 
Extend that analogy to shopping, watching last full shows, 
people-watching in the park, jogging, eating ice cream—vir- 
tually every fun activity—and that basically sums up my 
recreational life. Indeed its not the things you do that mat- 
ters most of all but who you do them with. 

am certain now that I had not known loneliness before 
New York. A phone call to our little (almost fully paid-for) 
home in Tacloban City makes the isolation more bearable be- 
cause it reminds me that my loved ones are doing just okey 
With their encouragement, 1 have started to become less of 
an emotional yo-yo. | have even made new friends, now 
quite aware that the hands of fate have not stopped work- 
ing. 


Younc BLoop 
Christine Angos 


^ 
We want to know what the young. 
are thinking about. What are their. 
thoughts on current issues? We?! 
welcome contributions from the 
tentysomething and belov.—Ed. à 


Christine Angos, 25, graduated from the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman with a bachelor’s degree in Chemical 
Engineering. She now works as an application engineer for 
‘Charles Ross & Son Co. based in Long Island, New York. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood Ginquir- 
excom ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, f employed, the posi- 
tion youre holding and che company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published 


THEY SA!D 


Malicious 

“Itis incredibly idiotic and malicious to blame (che) 
so-called CPP purges for [the killings of activists] 
Bayan stands by is earlier pronouncement that the 
killings were the work of government-sponsored 
desthsquads" 
een teer Gen, Renato eger reaction to Interior Ses- 
‘eta Ronaldo Puno vstement thata purge within the Com- 
auat Parey ofthe Philipines might have led to themurdersaf 
[o 
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Leave Pacquiao 


to boxing 


THIS WRITER TAKES PRIDE IN HAVING 
a world boxing champion in the person of 
Manny Pacquiao, a countryman. 1 admire 
his accomplishments in the field of boxing 
where he does best, and Lam happy that a 
man of modest beginnings and means has 
achieved tremendous success and is en- 
Joying as well the financial rewards that 
‘comes with it, He may be a sports great, a 
hero if you like, and he deserves our re- 
spect and admiration. 

‘But to picture Pacquiao in a Rizal look- 
alike pose—as if, with his boxing heroics, 
he can replace the national hero on the 
pedestal reserved only for great Pllipinos 
‘who have contributed with so much self- 
lessness, even with thelr own lives, to pro- 
mote a patriotic cause—may be doing 
some kind of Injustice. 

Pacquiao's success may inspire millions 
of our poor countrymen, who have been 
getting less and less in life from thelr gov- 
'emment owing to its officials’ incompe- 
tence, indifference and insensitivity to the 
plight of thelr impoverished small citizens; 
and thus have to rely on their own bare 
‘and sordid means to survive. 

"There were even some harebrained per- 
sons who suggested that Pacqulao should 
run for an elective post in his hometown, 
obviously because of his immense popular- 
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fig. The sugges- 
tion is typical of the pol- 
tics practiced by many in this country. 

T remember a story where one of the 
most popular Filipino actors/comedians 
was asked why he never ventured into pol- 
dics, unlike many of his colleagues in show 
business. His answer was, “I can If I want- 
ed to, and I am mostly likely to win. But 
‘what if 1 won? What would 1 do there?" 
(He was graceful and honest enough toad- 
mit thar he has no adequate knowledge in. 
governance.) This reminds me of a line 
from "Dirty Harry” "A good man should 
know his own limitations." 

We have so many clowns in politics who 
sake the populace cry in frustration. After a 
Fifa World Cup game which Germany won. 
through the heroics of one of its most popu- 
lar national players, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel was asked if she would like 
the player to join her party as & potenti 
candidate, The head of state replied: "You 
see, he is doing excellently in footbal), it 
‘would be better for him to do what he does 
best and leave the job of governing to the 
Politicians who do as well in governance.” 

T hope Filipinos would take a cue from 
Merkel. 

RAMON A. MAYUGA, 
GeRMayugaGnoLcom 


Factual errors in Banal's column 


CONRADO BANAL IIIS JUNE 27 COL- 
umn contained factual errors, as follows: 

1. Pirst Philippine Holdings Corp. 
(FPHC) fled a complaintin-intervention. 
in Civil Case no, 35 before the Sandigan- 
bayan on Dec. 28, 1988 and not "after 20 
‘years since the family came back from ex- 
ile in the United States." 

‘As stated in the complaint-in-interven- 
tion, PPHC asserts that the ownership of 
the shares could not have been lawfully 
transferred because FPHCS rightful own- 
ers were then in exlle, thelr business iles 
gally taken over through the use and 
‘abuse of power, pressure, threats and In- 
timidation during the Marcos regime, 

In 1996, the Supreme Court upheld the 
right of FPHC to intervene in the seques- 
tration proceedings on the PCIBank 
shares held by Trans Middle East (Phils) 
Equities Inc. (IMEPED, since there was 
no final determination of true ownership. 

‘When it was reported in the media that 
in October 2005, Martin Romualdez with- 


drow about P138 million in dividends of 
the shares in quostion—despite the fact 
that the shares were being held in escrow 
quent ro an order of the Sandigan- 

jayan—FPHC filed an urgent motion be- 
fore the Sandiganbayan to require EPCIB 
to explain the reported withdrawal 
and—if indeed there was (were) such a 
withdrawal/s—to require the retum of 
the amounts withdrawn. 

2. The Lopez family was among the 
thousands of direct victims of the Marcos 
regime, and "their pre-martial law busi- 
nesses” were taken over forcibly and 
without just compensation. Any purport- 
ed sale agreements were only executed 
under grave duress. 

3. The Lopez group does not owe EP- 
(CIB “at east P6 billion." 

CESAR. GOMEZ, vice president, 

Corporate Communications, 

Fist Pilipine Holdings Corp, 

4/7 Benpres Bldg, Exchange Road 
cor, Meralco Avenue, Pasig Cty 


Improper display of RP flag 


THE PHILIPPINE FLAG I$ BEING 
displayed improperly, I think, behind the 
rostrums of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate Prosi- 
dent, as well asin Malacañang and other 
government offices. 

1 was a Boy Scout in my youth, and 1 
still remember our scoutmaster showing 
us (1) where to position the flag on a 
stage—on the viewers left; and (2) how 
to position ir horizontally on a 
wall--whlte triangle on the left, blue feld 
on top and the red feld below. 


snap icis 


ue 
quem pons. 


(3) When the fiag is hung on a wall ve 
tically, the blue field should be on the 
viewer's right and the red feld on the left. 

(4) The only time the red feld is required 
tobe on top of the blue field, or on the view- 
ers right, is when the country is at war. 

‘The present practice of displaying the 
flag vertically with the red field on the 
viewer's right, I think, is a misinterpreta- 
tion of the Flag Law. Or has the law been 
amended? 

AMADOR CABAERO, 
amacabsenior@hotmall.com 
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Fair game : the winner and the cheater 


I am just a poor boy though my story's 
seldom told 
1 have squandered my resistance for a 
 pocketful of mumbles, 
Such are promises, all lies and jest, 
Stilla man hears what he wants to hear 
‘And disregards the rest, hmmmm.. 
—"The Boxer,” Simon and Garfunkel 


BOXING IS A VERY AGGRESSIVE SPORT, 
In a world largely shaped by patriarchy 
and machismo, the power of the muscles 
matters much in order to win, Techniques 
and tactics tag along. Spectators shout and 
dump in Jubilation whenever thelr player 
or bet punches the face of the oponer 

Whenever there is a boxing match for 
Manny Pacquiao, the country goes into a 
holiday mood! The bustling business and 
traffic of the metropolis suddenly stands 
sell. Entire neighborhoods are hooked on 
the television because nobody wants to 
miss the action. Any disturbance is con- 
sidered a misbehavior. Everyone stop, 
‘when Pacquiao is in the center of the ring, 
whoever his opponent might be. 


IF you have any complaints, 
grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Read- 
ers Advocate, Philippine Daily In- 
quire; Chino Roces Avenue, corner 
Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of 
Makati or send a fax to Nos. 697- 
4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- 

| sadvocate@ inquirezcom ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are 
requested to include their complete 
address and telephone or pager num- 
ber or e-mail address for ver(fication 
purposes. The Inquirer will not pub- 
Uish any letter unless such informa- 
tion is supplied. 


‘The Filipino people greatly rejoiced 
again at Pacquiao's recent victory over 
Mexico's Oscar Larios, He has become 
the nation's pride and people look up to 
him. Beyond the person is the story of 
how Pacquiao came to be. Pacquiao's sto- 
Ty is typlcal of a poor Filipino boxer 
tumed champion. He came from a bum- 
ble family who tried his fortune at the 
ring and made it to fame, through pain, 
hardship and stern training. His victory 
is hard-earned, n product of rigid disci- 
pline, arduous preparation and grent 
sacrifice. Thus, he deserves the nation's 
accolade, Whether this distinction will 
last forever or overnight, It remains to be 
seen. Boxers somehow are the property 
of thelr managers. 


When 1 left my home and my family, Is 
no more than a boy. 

In the company of strangers 

In the quiet of the railway station, run- 
nin’ scared, laying low, 

Seeking out che poorer quarters, where 
the ragged people g0, 
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Looking for the places only they would 
know, 
Ulatt.. 


Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, she who was 
born with a silver spoon in her mouth and 
who brags about her religiosity, brazenly 
cheated her way to Malacañang. She is 
again reaping the gains from the victory of 
Pacquiao. Without spending a single centa- 
vo, he is able to exploit Pacquiao's success 
for er own political gimmicks, This smacks 
of derision and arrogance. Ms Arroyo could 
have instead taken the opportunity to leam 
s groat lesson from Pacqulao, But as a pow- 
ercholder who does not have any sense of 
Justice and truth, she cannot simply under- 
stand whot the people appreciate and look 
upto. Certainly they could not jubilare with 
Gloria whose victory is suspect. The Filipino 
people will only rejolce over and be satis- 
fi with a fair game. 
—NORMARDOLLAGA, 
Kapatirang Simbahan Para sa Bayan 
(Kasimbayan), 
3/ENCCP879 Bdsn Quezon City 


Mature SC decision on live-in relationships 


IN REACTION TO FR RANHILIO 
Aquino's commentary (PDI, 7/5/06), 1 
‘welcome the Supreme Courts landmark 
decision to uphold “live-in” relationships, 
depending on one's religion. The 9-5 vote 
reflected the Supreme Courts high level 
of maturity. It also upheld freedom of rell- 
gon. 

The Supreme Court justices wisely saw 
that a secular democracy like ours should 
never be retrofited with narrow and 
“holler than-thou” Christian mores. It 
should encompass the moral standards of 
every Pilipino, Christian or non-Christian 


Ri Saksinan: Judges, kikilatis 
EB sa magiging Idol ng Bayan. 
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alike, Catholicism may be the majority re- 
ligion, bur this does not mean that the 
government is justified not to respect and 
tolerate the the marital and sexual prac- 
tices of other sects, cven If these are, In 
the eyes of the Catholle Church, immoral. 
it should be “each unto his own be- 
Mefs”—one's marital practices may not 
apply to others. Does Aquino mean that 
all of us—Buddhists, Hindus, Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Muslims just have to follow 
the Christian way? 
JOSER CRUZ, 
holyrambutan@gmail.com 
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Financiers of highway robs watched 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—AGENTS OF 
the Traffic Management Group (TMG) are closely 
watching a syndicate composed of Chinese na- 
tionals that has allegedly been financing the se- 
ries of highway robberies in the Calabarzon re- 
gion, a senior police official said yesterday. 


Senior Supt. Joel Orduña, chief 
of the TMG-Calabarzon, said they 
suspected that the group of for- 
eigners has links with hijacking 
“syndicates in the region after a Chi- 
'nese national was kiled in an en- 
‘counter between TMG operatives 


He said the group was faction 
of the dreaded Mejas highway 
robbery group, whose leader was 
arrested last year in Lucena City. 
Orduña said their suspicion was 
bolstered by a recent ant-hijack- 
ing operation ofthe TMG in Ange- 
les City in Pampanga wherein four 
Chinese nationals were arrested. 
He said the Chinese nationals 
would contact the highway robbers, 
finance their "operations" as they 
“place their orders from the group.” 
“Based on the reports we gathered, 
the Chinese men a as finances of 


and suspected hijackers in Batan- 
gas province three weeks ago. 

"The suspect, identified as Chen 
Ge Huai Chua, was among the four 
suspects who traded shots with the 
trafic policemen in a far-flung vil- 
lage in Padre Garcia, Batangas. 


DRYING AREA 


‘An evacuee hangs washed clothes near an evacuation center in Juban, Sorsogon. Residents of 
the town were moved out of their homes following a series of minor eruptions and 
earthquakes around Bulusan Volcano. 


Anglican Church moved out 
to make way for gov't gym 


‘BAGUIO CITY—ANGLICAN PARISHIONERS Quoting documents that asserted the 


who wil sel the stolen tems to their 
contac” Orduña told the bouen. 

He said they believe that the slain 
Chinese national was inspecting the 
hijacked truck containing the boxes 
of Bear Brand milk worth P20 mil 
lion when the gunfight took place 

He also raised concern over the 
sudden rise of hijackings in the 
Calabarzon region. 

Orduña said the incidents of 
highway robberies had doubled in 
the first half of this year as com- 
pared to the same period last year. 

In fact, the 14 reported hijack- 
ings from January to June this 


gear matched the total number of 
hijackings documented in 2005, 

Orduña said the Calabarzon 
police office even reported that 
there were actually 23 highway 
robbery incidents this year 

Most incidents happened in La- 
guna province where most of the 
industrial parks are located. 

'Of the 14 cases of hijackings, 
only two were considered solved, 
TMG records showed. 

Orduña attributed the increase 
of hijackings in the current slack 
of the national economy and the 
alarming poverty in the region. 


“Poverty is really a big factor. 
These days, people tend to go for 
instant money by committing 
crimes,” he said. 

Orduña likewise lamented the 
supposed lukewarm cooperation 
of trucking and hauling compa- 
nies with the policemen. 

He said most of the owners of 
trucks plying the major thorough- 
fares in Calabarzon were indifer- 
ent to their anti-hijacking project. 

He said the truckers had refused to 
install global positioning system gad- 
gersin their trucks. Marion Ramos, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Guard slain as 5 men 
take P1.9M from co-op 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
and Vicente S. Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


mano, 34 and a lineman of Bilico 
who was caught in his house in 
Barangay San Roque, Biliran town 
about 9 a.m. of the same day said 
Senior Supt. Cesario Darantinao, 
Police Regional Office-Eastern 
Visayas information officer. 

Darantinao said the second sus- 
pect Jonel Camero was arrested in 
bis home in Barangay Atay, Caibi- 
ran town, 60 km from Naval town. 

Police said Palconit allowed Al- 
mano, 34, to get inside the com- 
pound when the suspect told him 
that he was to get some equip- 
ment for repair works. 

His four other companions were 
able to sneak into Bilico office 
through the back of the compound 
that had no perimeter fence. 

Once inside, the suspects went 
to the radio room and stabbed 
Palconit and Cabalquinto. They 
forcibly opened the cooperatives 
main vault at the finance division 
office and took about PL9 mil 
lion both in cash and checks. 

"The suspects tried to open an- 
other vault that contained over 
200,000 but failed. 

The heist was discovered when. 
Bilico general manager Marlon 
Roa decided to go to the office af- 
ter nobody took his calls. 


TACLOBAN CITY—A SECURITY 
guard was killed and a utility 
man was seriously wounded ear- 
ly Sunday when five men armed 
with knives robbed the office of 
an electric cooperative in Biliran 
province and escaped with P19 
million in cash. 

The police identified the farali 
ty as Manuel Palconit, a security 
guard at the Biliran Electric Co- 
Operative (Bilico) in Barangay 
Caraycarey, about 2 km from the 
capital Naval town, Biliran. 

Palconit, 38 and a resident of 
Barangay San Isidro in Biliran 
town, suffered 10 tab wounds. 

Ricardo Cabalguinto, 21 and 
Bio's utility man, was in serious 
condition and was brought to a 
hospital in Tacloban City Leyte for 
treatment of his nine stab wounds. 

Five armed men went inside 
the Bilico office between 2 a.m. 
and 3 a.m. on Sunday and took 
about P1.9 million from the coop- 
erative's main vault. 

"Ivo of the suspects were later 
arrested 

First to fall was Alberto Al- 


of Sabangan town in Mt. Province woke up on 
‘Sunday to discover that government engi- 
‘neers had literally pushed aside their mission 
‘church to make way for a government-fi- 
‘nanced gymnasium, 

They claimed this happened even though 
fa local court had already recognized the 
church's rights over the 
gland. 

Episcopal Bishop Joel 
Pachao, who oversees 
churches from Baguio to 
‘Zambales, said a govern- 
ment pay loader lifted the 
St. Peter's Mission Church 
of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Northern Philippines off its 
Imoorings at 1 a.m. on July 

, and shoved the whole 
building aside, destroying 
iis walls, flooring and al- 
tar. 

Visiting Episcopalian 
‘priests, led by Fr. Arvin 
Amayag of Bauko town, 
held Mass on Sunday 
morning inside the damaged church "as a 
sign of solidarity to protest the govern- 
ment's violence on our church,” said Vic- 
tor Ananayo, the diocese social council 
officer, in a telephone interview. 


Simple church 

"Is a simple church. It is made of wood, 
and has GI sheet for roofing, but it served 200 
[Sabangan] parishioners here every day” he 
said. 

Pachao said the mission church has been 
entangled in a legal baitle with the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways to pro- 
tect church property. 

"This came after the local government 
and the church's neighbors contested 
the 1958 deed of donation from one Pe- 
dro Aglipay that transferred a 1,900 
square meter property to the Episcopal 
diocese, 

They claimed that the Aglipay involved 
with the Episcopalians was fictitious, and 
Bishop Pedro Aglipay of the Philippine Inde- 
pendent Church actually donated the proper- 
ty to the town people. 


DI NA GINALANG 
ANG SIMBAHAN 


Time to get what you love. 
pa " 


proprietary rights of the people of Sa. 
bangan over church grounds, the DPWH 
began constructing an open gymnasium 
there in 2005, said Leonardo Leyaley, 
DPWH district engineer for Mt 
Province. 

Leyaley, however, insisted that he nev- 


et ordered the church de 
molished. “I have sent a 
1) team to investigate the in- 
NAW) cident, because we only 
heard about it this morn- 
ing," he said. $ 
Ananayo said proceeding 
with the gymnasium con- 
struction is anomalous be- 
cause the church won a 
forcible entry case against the bet 
DPWH when it first tried to. po 
dear church property in Eddie] 
September 2005. "^ 
fie sued Leyaley, but PSSA 
Judge James Kibiten ofthe | 
municipal circuit court im 
Bauko, ruled on May 30 this 
year that the DPWH was nev- 


era party to the property dispute. 
Church's rights 

However, Kibiten acknowledged the 
church's rights over the land and or- 
dered private citizens who built struc- 
tures on church grounds to remove 
them 

"The ruling did not make any reference to 
the gymnasium project 

Because the church failed to obtain an 
injunction against the project, Leyaley 
said the DPWH proceeded to build the 
gymnasium. The P4-million gymnasium 
Ís being financed by the pork barrel 
funds of Mt. Province Rep. Victor 
Dominguez, 

Ananayo said the diocese could rebuild 
the church but it would end up standing be- 
heath the roof of the government gymnasi- 
um. 

Government engineers and local contrac- 
tors have stared hammering together bleach- 
ers, and are cementing the grounds, he said. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
reau 
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Teachers feel dragged into Comele 


LEGAZPI CITY—ENCOURAGED 
by the recommendation of the 
Ombudsman to impeach Election 
Commissioner Resurreccion Bor- 
Ta, the president of a teachers’ 
group here believed the Ombuds- 
man’s move could be the starting 
point of justice for teachers who 
served in the 2004 elections but 
whose signatures and handwrit- 
ings have been tampered with 
and forged. 

‘The Office of the Ombudsman 
lias recommended impeachment 
for Borra for the voided P1.3-bil- 
lion Mega Pacific election au- 


Army execs 
deny illegal 
deductions 
in troop pay 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—MILI- 
tary officials have denied making 
illegal deductions in the monthly 
allowance of more than 700 gov- 
emment soldiers guarding the 
P21-billion Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway Project (SCTEP) in 
Bataan, Pampanga and Tarlac, the 
project's security chief said. 

"Nerification made revealed that 
the amount of P700 is being deduct- 
ed from the allowance of SCAAs 
[Special Citizen Armed Forces Geo- 
graphical Units Active Auxilary] ev- 
ery 15th and 30th ofthe month sole- 
Iy for the purpose of their consolidat- 
ced mess (food supply)" said Edgar 
Partaui, operations officer of the pro- 
jectssecurity department 

Pattaui gave that explanation 
to Bases Conversion Develop- 
ment Authority president Narciso 
Abaya in a July 5 memorandum. 


Complaint 

‘Abaya, who ordered an investi- 
gation into the alleged irregular 
^, furnished the INguineR a copy 
of the memorandum on Friday. 

The probe stemmed from a 
complaint led by Redgie Cruz, a 
SCAA personnel who resigned on 
June 3. Cruz, a native of Bulacan, 
disclosed the problem to the IN 
Quin on June 29 ina bid to bring 
the matter to higher authorities. 

Pattaui said the concept of “con- 
solidated mess" was “fully explained 
‘and was agreed by the SCAAS.” 

“Since their detachments/pa- 
trol bases are situated in far-flung 
areas, it (consolidated mess) will 
save time and effort as against in- 
dividual messing. Likewise, buy- 
ing provisions in bulk entails low- 
er cost that generates funds for 
other items,” he said, 

According to Col Alberto 
binopol, Task Force SCTEx com- 
mander, the SCAAs assigned to the 
project get a monthly allowance of 
6,000. A total of 372 SCAAs com- 
plement the 352 soldiers guarding 
the 94-km expressway project and 
their allowance are drawn from 
the BCDA, he said. 

‘All troops belong to the 70th 
infantry Battalion under the 7th 
Infantry Division of Maj. Gen. 
Jovito Palparan. 

Gruz said that in March, 
Dinopol's man, Lt. Rey Dequito, de- 
ducted P1,500 from him and 17 
‘ther SCAAs detailed at the Bacong 
detachment in Hermosa, Bataan. 


2vouchers 

Insead of gening a toal of 
27,000 in food budget, he detach- 
ment received oniy P16,300, hesaid. 
in the preceding months, the unit 
got food supplies lieu of cash. 

For the April payroll, Cruz said 
the guards were made to sign two 
Vouchers stating that they each 
received P3,000 and another 
P1,000. What they actually got 
was P2,000 only 

According to Cruz, they signed 
but under clarified that it was 
made under protest. 

"The incident also happened 
20 other detachments, he said. 
*SCHAs and soldiers are afraid to 
askor talk," he added. 

When he asked where the rest of 
ihe money went, Cruz said Dequito 
gave this reply: “Kalimutan nyo na. 

m. Parang tulong nyo na Sun sa 
Amin (Forget about the money 
Considerit your help ous)” 

Reached by phone, Dequito 
onfirmed the P1,400 deductions 
for food and that P10 was taken 
from that amount to cover ex- 
penses for gasoline, printers ink 
find. office supplies used in 
Preparing the payroll. This was 
one because the task force had 
Po budget for operations, he said, 

Nothing went to our pockets, 
Dequito told the Iuqumes. Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


tomation deal. 

*Twantthe teachers voice to fi- 
nally be heard. Because of what 
happened the teachers were put 
in a bad light. What we always 
wanted was for justice to prevail 
and that the respect for the teach- 
ers cause be put back,” Fe Dolot, 
president of the Legazpi City Pub- 
lic School Teachers Association 
Tne, (Leciptea), said. 

Last May, the members of the 
Leciptea were dismayed and dis- 
appointed by the Commission on 
Elections en banc ruling on May 
29 proclaiming Mayor Noel Ro- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


PO Across the NATION 


sa's rival Michae! Imperial as du- 
ly elected mayor of this city with 
33,861 votes against Rosals 
31,673. 

During the May 2004 elections 
the Legazpi Board of Canvassers 
declared Rosal winner with 
44,277 votes against Imperial's 
33,275 votes. 

But Rosals 14,067 votes were 
invalidated by the Comelec Sec- 
‘ond Division composed of Flo- 
rentino Tuazon and then com- 
missioner Meloh Sadain, whose 
term of office expired early 
February. 


BERTH 


MEO RSS ORMETAPO SOUTHERN LDON REA 
Fishing boats are moored at the port of Magallanes town in Sorsogon. 


The Comelec affirmed the divi- 
sion's ruling on May 29 even as 
Rosal had a pending petition for 
certiorari with the Supreme 
Court. 

‘After the release of the Com- 
elec ruling, teacher-members 
of the Leciptea branded it as an 
affront to their dignity as teach- 
ers because it would cast 
doubts on their honesty and in- 
tegrity, implying that they took 
part in cheating in the 2004 
elections. 

‘The teachers also decried the 
Comelecs failure to hear their 
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Tough rules hamper shift to organic 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— 
Shifting from conventional to 
organic agriculture may be diffi- 
cult in the Cordillera because 
the certification process and 
transition period could turn off 
many vegetable farmers, advo- 
cates at the Benguet State Uni- 
versity (BSU) here said. 

Prof. Jovita Sim of the BSU's 
College of Agriculture said cer- 
tain aspects of traditional farm- 
ingand the lack of guarantees for 
a stable market of organic prod- 
wes could further derail the 
farmers’ decision to go fully or- 
ganic. 

“Farmers may find the cost 
and requirements of organic 


farming too heavy. The nonuse 
of commercial fertilizers for 
three years to make them eligi- 
ble for inspection will also resul 
in income decline,” Sim said in a 
recent seminar on organic farm- 
ing. 


Organic products 

The three-year period is re- 
quired by the Organic Ceri 
tion Center of the Philippines 
(OCCP), the only body autho- 
rized and accredited by the De- 
partment of Agriculture to certi- 
fy organic products in the coun- 
uy. 

“The OCP needs three to six 
months to complete the in- 
Spection of organic farms be- 
fore it issues a certificate 
which costs P15,000 and is 


valid only for a year. 

Before inspection, farmers 
must submit to the OCCP farm 
maps, crops and crop processing 
production plans and registration. 
documents if the farmers in- 
volved are members of an organi- 
zation. 

Felipe Bacdayan, a BSU teach- 
ex and farmer, said the require- 
ments, particularly the three-year 
ban on the use of commercial fer- 
tilizers, could discourage farmers 
from shifting to organic farming. 

He said the one-year validity of 
the certification would run con- 
trary to established farming prac- 
tices and drain the pockets of 
farmers. 

“It appears that the OCCP 
requirements were designed 
for organized and big farmers" 


side before coming up with its 
ruling. 

“We are holding the truth 
about the 2004 elections. The 
election results the teachers 
came up with were the truth. We 
can never accept that the truth 
be twisted or altered,” Dolot 
said. 

Dolot added that because of 
what happened, the almost 400 
teacher-members of the Leciptea 
are thinking of no longer render- 
ing their service as members of 
the Board of Election Inspectors 
this 2007 elections. 
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c poll scam 


“We are thinking twice if we 
will still serve in the 2007 elec- 
tions, On my side, I am resolved 
not to serve, Other teachers share 
that intention also, But we will 
see, It depends on the justice we 
will get she said. 

Currently, Rosal still owns 
the disputed mayor's seat as 
the Supreme Courts grant of 
his appeal for a temporary re- 
straining order on the Com- 
elec ruling favoring Imperial 
isstillineffect. Ephraim 
Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


RP Malaysia start 
14-day exercises 
vs crimes, terror 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC 
Zone—The Philippine and 
Malaysian armies began here 
on Monday their 14-day mili- 
tary exercises, the eighth be- 
tween the two countries since 
1998. 

The war games, called Land 
Malphi 08-2006, assembled 65 
Malaysian Army officers and 95 
Philippine Army officers for a bat- 
talion-sized training in offensive 
operations, Philippine Army 
chief, Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron J, said during the opening 
rites here. 

Gen. Tan Sri Dato? Sri Abdul 
Aziz Bin Hj Zainal, chief of the 
Malaysian Army, said the train- 
ing would help improve the ca- 
pability of troops in addressing 
“common issues in safety and se- 
curity of borders" of the two 
countries. 


Press conference 

At the press conference, Es- 
peron said the dispute over 
Sabah “was not an issue" being 
tackled by the two armies. He 
said Land Malphil "enabled 
Malaysia and the Philippines to 
contribute much in our thrusts 
for regional unity, security and 
peace as members ofthe Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions.” 

The next bilateral exercises, 
Esperon added, would adopt 
more field training and focus on 
disaster response and humanitar- 
ian assistance. 

Aziz told reporters He antici- 
pated "no future conventional 
threats" because peace-building 
measures were being done within 
the region. 

Next years training, Aziz said, 
could deal with how to stop 
transnational crimes and terror- 
ism. “We want a peaceful region,” 
he told reporters. 

Esperon said Malaysia has 
helped in working to bring sta- 


groups. This is not the trend in 
the Cordillera," Bacdayan 
said. 

Tomas Caoili, a farmer from 
Sablan town, shared the view. 
Most Cordillera farms are 
small and family-based, he 
noted. 


Very rigid standards. 

“Undergoing certification indi 
vidually would be taxing on their 
daily farming activities. The OC- 
CP standards are very rigid,” 
Coli said. 

Sim said the BSU had asked 
the center to allow regional certi- 
fication boards, like state univer 
sites, to conduct organic prod- 
uces certification but following its 
standards. 

Local institutions have better 


bility to Mindanao by sending 
an international monitoring 
team as the Philippine govern- 
ment and the Moro Islamic Lib- 
eration Front try to seal the final 
stage of the peace negotiations 
there. 


Fighting terrorism 

Aziz said Malaysia has helped 
the Philippines in fighting terror- 
ism through a “timely exchange 
of informatio 

Esperon said exchange was vi- 
tal in the light of the "tie-ups" of 
terrorist. groups like Al-Qaida, 
Jemaah Islamiyah and the 
Southern Philippines-based Abu 
Sayyaf Group. "More or less, we 
have a common knowledge of 
how they are tied together,” he 
said, 

The training, focused on con- 
ventional war sening im the 
Philippines, is to be confined at 
the Air Force City here. Partici- 
pants will visit the Philippine Mil- 
itary Academy before the training 
ends on July 18. 

Esperon said the contingent 
was not expected to travel in Min- 
danao. 


Training 

Maj. Gen. Juanito Cabayao, 
chief of the Philippine Army's 
training command, said the 
training would not use live bul- 
les. 

Esperon said the training 
cost the Philippine Army at 
least P3 million. Aziz said the 
expenditure on their side runs 
to about half a milion 
Malaysian dollars. 

The training was part of a 
memorandum of understanding 
between the two countries on 
Sept. 26, 1994, That agreement 
led to the creation of the Ma- 
laysian Philippines military co- 
operation working group. To- 
nette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 


farming 


appreciation of local farming 
systems and are in a better posi- 
tion to convince vegetable farm- 
ers to shift to organic agricul- 
ture than other groups, she 
said. 

“There are already local veg- 
exablesin the region being sold as 
organically produced but they are 
not certified by the OCCE" Sim 
said. 

"If only the BSU would be al- 
lowed to certify, it would mean a 
lot for local vegetable farmers,” 
she said. 

Sim said the university 
would open an organic market 
in front of its College of Agri- 
culture building every Friday 
afternoon to encourage veg- 
etable farmers to sell their or- 
ganic products. 


Tesda Quezon chief survives ambush; gunman killed 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ment official survived an ambush 
by two armed men on a motorcy- 
ce on the outskirts of the city yes- 
terday His driver, although 
‘wounded, managed to fire back 
and kill one of the attackers. 
Ramon Geron, provincial di- 
rector of the Technical Educa- 
tion and Skills Development Au- 


thority (Tesda), told local jour- 
nalists that he was not the actual 
target but his driver, identified 
as Caloy Isaac. 

Geron said Isaac, 44, had 
been receiving death threat 
messages through his mobile 
phone. 

"We're still investigating all 
possible angles," said Senior 
‘Supt. Reuben Theodore, city po- 
lice chief. 

He identified the dead gun- 


man as Melanio Aquitania, a 
convicted felon out on parole 
and native of nearby Tayabas 
town, 

Police said Geron was on his 
way to the city proper on board 
an Isuzu Hi-Lander AUV (Asian 
ulitity vehicle) when the gun- 
men, riding on a black Honda 
motorcycle, appeared on the 
left side of the vehicle in Baran- 
gay Ibabang Dupay at around 8 
am. 


They peppered the vehicle 
with bullets fired with a 45 cal. 
pistol, hitting Isaac several times 
inthe left arm and back but spar- 
ing the Tesda official 

‘Although wounded, Isaac was 
able to grab his 45 cal. pistol 
from the vehicle's compartment, 
escape through the right door, 
and fire back. One of the attack- 
ers was shot in different parts of 
the body and died on the spot, 
while his companion managed 


to escape. 

"Tm sure 1 also hit the other 
one, 1 fired one full magazine," 
said Isaac while waiting to be | 
operated on at the nearby MMG 
Hospital. The driver is one of the 
best shooters of a local gun club, 
theic609. 

Isaac admitted that he had 
been receiving death threats, | 
“They said they would get me, 
but 1 didn't pay attention, 1 just 
took precautions," he said. | 
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SEA SCENE 


A diver surfaces near a wreck off an islet in the Tub! 
user fees have enabled park rangers to 


pataha National Marine Park after enjoying colorful corals and schools of fs beneath its waters Increased 


‘continue seaborne patrols to protect the park despite high fuel costs. 


werrcusicoemeuros 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY WORLD 
Boxing Council Super Featherweight 
Intemational Champion Manny Pac- 
quiao said his family was planning to 
file a case against a private hospital 
here for demanding a P50,000 down- 
payment before attending to one of his 
relatives who was brought there for 
treatment. 

‘A visibly irked Pacquiao told re- 
porters over the weekend that Ar- 
mando Jamora, 22, a cousin of his 
wife Jinky, died several hours after he 
was left unattended at the General 
Santos City Doctors Hospital 
(GSCDH). 

‘The Filipino boxing hero claimed 


Pacquiao said the hospital demanded 
a P50,000 downpayment before treat- 
ing the patient 

“Nakiusap yong father-in-law ko na 
kung pwede P30,000 lang muna ang ba- 
yaran kasi wala pa silang ganun kalak- 
ing cash. Pero ayaw ng hospital manage- 
ment kasi kailangan P50,000 raw tala- 
go (My father-in-law pleaded to the 
ospital to pay P30,000 at first because 
they didn't have that much cash. But 
the hospital management refused, de- 
manding the entire P50,000),” Pac- 
quiso added. 

"This prompted Nestor Jamora to in- 
troduce himself as Pacquiao's fatherin 
law, but nobody believed him. 


vouched for what Nestor claimed to 
be. 

But it was already too late 

“Nakakaawa pala ang mga mahihi- 
rap na pasyente diyan kung ganon. Ma- 
mamatay lang na di inaasikaso. Mas 
mahalaga pa ba ang pera kesa sa 
buhay ng tao? (The poor are pitiful 
They'll just die without treatment. Is 
money more important than life?)" 
Pacquiao asked. P 

‘The INqurazx tried to get the side of 
the hospital. but a certain Ivy~Vil- 
Janueva of the administration depart- 
ment said Sis. Marcelita Sarnillo, the 
hospital administrator, was not avail- 
able. 


that Jamora was rushed to the GSCDH 
after suffering from high fever. 


CAMP MELCHOR DELA CRUZ, GAMU, ISA- 
bela Three communist rebels and an Army of- 
ficer were killed in a gun battle on Sunday in a 
thickly forested area in Barangay Sindon 
Bayabo in llagan, Isabela, military officials said. 
In Camp Olivas, Pampanga, elite police 
troops reported the capture of three New Peo- 
ples Army (NPA) rebels allegedly deployed in 
Central Luzon to help in the expansion plan of 
the communist army in the region. 

Col. Hilario Atendido, 502nd Infantry 
Brigade commander, identified the soldier 
slain in Ilagan as S/Sgt. Gabriel Guanzon and 
one of the rebel fatalities as Romeo Turqueza, 
alias Ka Omeng. 

‘The bodies of two of the rebels and the sol- 
dier were recovered late Sunday, while that of 
the third rebel was found early Monday, he 
told the INoums. They were brought to Pu- 
neraria Carbonel in lagan on Monday. 

“There were scores of other rebels killed 
and wounded but their bodies have yet to be 
recovered,” Atendido said. 

Maj. Victor Tanggawohn, civi military oper- 
ations unit commander of the Sth Infantry Divi- 


School execs 
help in exam 


BAGUIO CITY—OFFICIALS OF THE CITY'S 
nursing schools on Tuesday asked Sen. Juan 
Flavier to look into the alleged cheating in the 
June 11 and 12 nursing board examinations 
here. 

School deans handed Flavier documents 
that included supposed pieces of evidence 
that a local nursing review school circulated 
handwritten test questions and answers. The 
senator opened the city’s new health services 
building here last week. 

‘Acleast 91 nursing graduates asked the Profes- 
sional Regulation Commission (PRC) to delay the 
release of test results pending the investigation. 

Lawyer Cheryl Daytec-Yangot, the com- 
plainants’ counsel, said the involvement of 
RA. Gapuz Nursing Review Center in the test 
leakages suggested that cheating could have 
also occurred in other PRC test centers where 
the review center had local operations. 

Officials of the review center denied that 


"D 


The younger Jamora was attended 
to only after a hospital staff member 


3 guerrillas, Army officer slain 
in clashes in Isabela town forest 


sion, said a platoon of Army soldiers from Alpha. 
Company of the 45th Infantry Battalion 
chanced upon 20 NPA rebels at Sitio Bumorbor 
in Sindon Bayabo, about 90 km from the town 
proper. The rebels were believed to belong to 
the northern front of the NPA Cagayan Valley 
Regional Party Committee. 

“Tanggawohn reported another encounter 
berween soldiers and 10 rebels on July 9 in 
Balbalan, Kalinga. The rebels withdrew after 
a five-minute firefight, bringing with them 
their wounded comrades, he said. 


3rebels held 

Chief Supt. Ismael Rafanan, Central Luzon 
police director, identified the captured rebels 
as Ramil Tranquena and Alberto Dazo, both of 
Quezon, and Johnny Guela of Camarines Sur. 

Senior Supt. Keith Singian, regional head of 
the Philippine National Police's Regional Mobile. 
Group, said the three were comered in a house 
in Barangay Sto. Cristo in Candaba town in Pam- 
panga at past 11 pam. on July. Villamor Visaya 
Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, and Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


seek Flavier 
leak probe 


the center released test questionnaires and 
answers. They said the examinees could be 
referring to copies of old test questions that 
their clients use for practice on the eve ofeach 
board exam schedule. 

‘A nursing school dean said there was 
pressure from the Philippine Nurses Associ- 
ation to end the scandal because it might af- 
fect a plan to establish American licensing 
centers in the country for migrating Filipino 
nurses. 

Flavier, a former health secretary, reserved 
his comments about the controversy. 

“I just received the copies. 1 still have to 
study them [before I ean seek] a Senate inves- 
tigation,” he said. 

‘Bagulo Rep. Mauricio Domogan, who was al- 
so approached by local nursing schools, said pur- 
suing a congressional investigation at this stage 
would be “unfair"tothe PRC. Vincent Cabreza, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


Villanueva said only Samillo is al- 
lowed to give statements to the media. 


Pacquiao relatives to sue hospital 


This was not the first controversy in- 
volving GSCDH. 

last month, members of Bigkis 
Belaod, a nongovernment organiza- 
tion, staged a protest rally in front of 
the hospital for refusing to release a pa- 
tient who failed to sette his hospital 
bills 

The parents of the patient signed a 
promissory note to pay the bill on in- 
Stallment basis but this was ignored by 
the hospital management 

"The hospital, however, released the 
patient after lawyer Emmanuel 
Fontanilla, one of the founders of Bigkis 
Balaod, threatened to file charges of se- 
rious illegal detention and damages 
against the hospital. Aquiles Z. Zonio, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Gov faces suit * 
for plunder in 
marble quarry 


ByNorman Bordadora 


THE OWNER OF THE CONTROVERSIAL, 
marble quarry inside the historic Biak-na-Ba-, 
tosite in Bulacan as early as February accused. 
Bulacan Gov. Josephine dela Cruz of conniv-, 
ing with illegal miners through the years in 
taking valuable tea rose marble from her cor; 
poration's property. 

Dr. Lourdes Pascual, a 77-year-old retired 
anesthesiologist, told the Incuman in an inter-, 
view that Dela Cruz through the years had, 
been giving small-scale mining permits to ille- 
gal miners who in turn allegedly quarry mar- 
bie from Roosemoore Mining and Develop: 
‘ment Corps 300-hectare property instead of 
the sites mentioned in their permits. 

But Dela Cruz, through Bulacan provincial 
administrator Ma. Gladys Cruz-Sta. Rita, said 
there was nothing irregular in the issuance of, 
mining permits by the provincial govern- 
ment. 

Sta. Rita said the authority was provided 
for by the Local Government Code and the 
Philippine Mining Act of 1995. 

"The authority to issue permits and license: 
tosmall-scale miners is a devolved function tor 
the local government units. However, the is- 
suance of the permit is scrutinized and delib- 
erated on by the members of the provincial 
mining and regulatory board," ta. Rita sai 

“The law authorizes the governor to follow 
this mandate,” she said. 

Sta. Rita said the governor refuses to ane 
swer the other issues raised against her by 
Pascual. 

Pascual filed plunder and economic sabor. 
tage charges against Dela Cruz and several al- 
leged illegal miners at the Office of the Om- 
budsman on Feb. 7, 2006. 

One of the alleged illegal miners include a* 
certain Constantino Pascual, who Pascual al- 
leged to have falsified a deed of assignment’ 
allowing him to operate in RMDC' marble: 
quarry. 

"(Dela Cruz's) the one behind the opera- 
tions of the small-scale miners who have been 
taking marble from inside the Roosemoore 
proper" Pascual said, in the wake of Dela, 
Cruz's recent pronouncements against a De? 
partment of Environment and Natural Re- 
Sources regional office order lifting the ban: 
‘against mining in the Biak-na-Bato Nationale 
Park. 

Pascual, RMDC president and one of the. 
firm's two surviving incorporators, said: 
Roosemoore's more than 330-hectare proper. 


“ty where tea rose marble could be quarried 


had already been separated by the Batasang. 
Pambansa from the historical heritage site fol- 
loving representations with the then dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos in 1982. 

A cubic meter of tea rose marble—a pinking: 
type of stone popular in the international highs 
‘end market—is said to cost at least $450. 
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Erap to sue b 


By Nelson F. Flores 


E ORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRA- 
da wants out—on Friday. 

i- The ousted president yesterday asked 
the Sandiganbayan to allow him to go to 
Manila to file libel charges before the 
Manila City Prosecutor's Office against for- 
‘mer beauty queen Joelle Pelaez, her moth- 
‘er Blanquita and the publisher, editor and 
{reporter of a Manila based newspaper 

i Estrada also asked the antigraft court 
to allow him to undergo medical check- 
‘up atthe San Juan Medical Center after 
Be fling of the suit on Friday 


Inan urgent motion filed by lawyer Rene 
Estrada asked the court to allow 
him to leave his rest house in Tanay, Rizal, 
where he is detained on plunder charges, to 
file a libel complaint against Pelaez, pub- 
lisher Teodoro Locsin Jr, editor in chief Jojo 
Robles and reporter Christine Herrera, all 
ofthe Manila Standard Today newspaper 
Saguisag said the paper published news 
reports repeatedly linking Estrada to money 
laundering. (See related story on Page AS) 
Saguisag said Estrada elected to fight 
back with a libel suit “to vindicate his 
family name.” 
Pelaer, a 29-year-old American dtizen of 


Filipino descent who was second runner-up 
for the 1999 Miss Philippines tite, fled a 
‘complaint Thursday against Estrada and 
seven others for allegedly defrauding her of 
her mother’s on a false promise 
that she would be given a beer dealership. 

Pelaez filed the complaint at the 
Makati City Prosecutor's Office against 
Estrada and top executives of food and 
beer giant San Miguel Corp. and United 
Coconut Planters Bank. 

‘Former immigration commissioner 
Rufus Rodriguez, a member of Estrada's 
egal defense team, said the libel charges 
required the complainant to appear per- 


eauty queen | 


sonally before the prosecutor to swear to 
the truth of the allegations he was filing. 

Rodriguez said Estrada became even 
‘more determined to fle the charges be- 
cause the ousted leader had come to be- 
lieve that powerful individuals were using 
Joelle and Blanquita to destroy his credi- 
bility and poison the minds of Sandigan- 
bayan justices hearing his plunder case. 

Rodriguez said the timing of Joelle's ar- 
zival in the country and her fling of the 
fraud case were questionable, claiming 
they happened on the heels of the govem- 
ment prosecutors failure to break Estra- 
da's testimony before the antigraft court. 
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PROUD MOM 

Lea Salonga carries 2-month-old daughter 
Nicole Beverly out of the St. James Church in. 
Ayala Alabang after the baby's christening 
Sunday. Among the godparents were 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and wife Gina. The 
complete story and more pictures will come. 
‘out on Friday in Stars Living. eau 


STORMY JULY 
Ester out, 
Florita in 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


TWO DAYS AFTER TYPHOON "ESTER" LEFT 
the country, another tropical cyclone has en- 
tered the Philippine area of responsibility 
threatening Central Luzon. 

With maximum sustained winds of 75 kph, 
tropical storm "Florita" accelerated over the 
Pacific Ocean yesterday and was spotted 
based on satellite images at 1,140 km east of 
Central Luzon. 

"The Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
has not yet raised storm signals anywhere in the 
country but said Florita would strengthen the 
southwest monsoon that causes rains. 

“This disturbance will continue to enhance 
the southwest monsoon which may bring mod- 
erare to heavy rains over Central and Southern 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao,” Pagasa said in 
its severe weather bulletin yesterday. 

The weather bureau also raised gale warn- 
ings, saying the strong winds would affect the 
western and northern seaboards of Luzon and. 
the western seaboards of Visayas. 

“Fishing boats and other small sea crafts 
are advised not to venture out into the sea 
while bigger sea crafts are alerted against 
moderate to high waves," Pagasa said. 

"Winds of up to 45 to 65 kph (25 to 35 
knots) are expected in the northern seaboard 
of Luzon, with sea conditions being rough to 
Very rough due to big waves that could reach 
upto five meters in height. 

Occasional rains would also affect Visayas. 
with winds of up to 60 kph and waves of 3.7 
meters 

Fiorita is expected to be in the vicinity of 
Aparri, Cagayan today and Wednesday morn- 
ing. The storm would be on its way out by 
‘Thursday when it will be 310 km north north 
east of Basco, Batanes. 

"The weather bureau is expecting three to 
four tropical cyclones this month, the peak of 
the wet season in the Philippines. 
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ARTIST'S drawing of 
the scene inside the bar 
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iret i ] 


descbedby a wien, xr i f D. ] 


suspect (top illustration) 
used a AS caliber pistol 


HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Non-Surgical 
Luz | Hair Integration Method 


Unattractive, clder-looking insecure you can't deny that having a balding 


. head makes you feel this way. If excessive hair loss has robbed your youthful. 

men e wounded  —————c—ÁÁm 

3 hair with Non-Surgical Hair Integration Method, It looks and feels exactly 

Tke your own and blends in perfectly with your remaining hair. You'll have 


. e a full head of natural hair and the confidence of looking young and 
in bar shooting spree s 


You don't have to suffer from hair loss. Take the Svenson solution 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. coolly reloaded another clip into his Drivers Brotherhood Inc., an associa- for your baldness problem and look forward to a younger more handsome 
gun and then resumed firing at the tion of private family drivers, died of look. Call Svenson for a FREE consultation. 
THEYGOTINTOACONFRONTATION other people inside the bar. two gunshot wounds at the St. Luke's 


five days ago but they were able to Fong then left the bar but went Hospital. Three other members of 
square everything out. Orso 42year- backinsidewhenheheardoneofthe the group died onthe 
‘old Mario Pastorpili thought. victims, later identified as Felix Al- spot—Vladimir Baona, 35; Christo- 

On Sunday night, Henry Fong, 27, day moaning. He shot Alday in the pher Caedo, 35; and Alday, who died 
showed up in a bar where Pastorpili chest, one of those who witnessed of two gunshot wounds tothe chest. 


‘and other family drivers were drink- the shooting spree told the police. Four more members were rushed 

fng Using a AS-caliber handgun, Scene of the Crime Operatives to the University of the East Ramon caL 892-HAIR (4247) 
HS. shot Pastorpili twice before fir. who inspected the bar later found 16 Magsaysay Memorial Hospital but 

ing at the victim's companions. empty shells. Crispin Tambolian, 33, and Ronald MAKATI TOMAS MORATO. BINONDO „ALABANG 


‘When he ran out of bullets, Fong Pastorpili, the president of the Mix EON AM 


Lots and lots of pizza bring much success to 
Ed and Tess Ngan Tian. A lot of help was 
given to them by BPI Family Savings Bank. 


— 


Twenty years ago, Tess Ngan Tian and her husband Ed stood on a vacant 
lot in Mendiola, Manila. The couple did not have the slightest idea that 
it was the start of something big for them. That vacant lot actually became 
the birthplace of a successful family business. 


The couple constructed a commercial building on that lot and rented out 
stalls to businessmen. Tess decided to turn the vacant stalls to a small 
snack bar that sold siopao, sandwiches and other quick-serve merienda 
to students, "It was when | decided to concentrate on one product — 
pizza! | knew it was a big step to take. But my husband convinced me 
to take the risk", said Tess. And so, she started her venture into the pizza 
business by enrolling in a pizza technology course at the American 
Institute of Baking in the US. 


"Armed with the knowledge to help me formulate a pizza that would 
satisfy the Filipino palate, | started my pizza business and named it 

Lots ‘A Pizza". Tess recalled. In 1996, the first Lots 'A Pizza store was opened 
in Virra Mall. With a lot of perseverance and hard work, Tess was able 
to grow the business. Now, it has a total of more than 75 stores all over Luzon. 


"Our business would not have grown without the support of our partners, 
and of BPI Family Savings Bank". said Tess. BPI Family Savings Bank 
granted them a loan, which they used in their business and helped in the 
construction of the 3-storey Lots 'A Pizza headquarters in Las Piñas. 


"We will continue to expand in Visayas and Mindanao, and we will once 
more ask the support of BPI Family Savings Bank". an obviously happy 
and proud Tess Ngan Tian said while she helped in serving the customers 
in their store. 


For more information, call 754-6880 or 89-100, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Gel started om tomorrow 


Provincial Business Centers: 


Bacolod : (034) 435-0639 + Cagayan de Oro: (088) 856-2902 » Cebu : (032) 231:3097 * Dagupan (075) 523-4679 * Davao : (082) 235-3560 = Iloilo : (033) 337-8025 
PRU - 1043) 757-1000 « Naga : (054) 811-1042 * Pampanga : (045) 961-7795 * San Pablo : (049) 562-0364 
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Fire leaves 2,000 families homeless 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


‘A21-YEAR-OLD WOMAN WAS KILLED 
while 2,000 families lost their homes in 
a fire that razed more than 600 houses 
in a slum area in Malabon yesterday 
morning, 

‘The fire, which was reportedly caused 
by an unattended candle, broke out at 
around 4:30 am. in the Gozun com- 
pound in Tonsuya, Letre—a 10-hectare 
lot reportedly owned by Francisco 
Gozun. 

It started inside the room of Erwin 
Rolao, one of the boarders staying in 
the house owned by Azucena Francis- 

Insp. Rodrigo Reyes, Malabon City fire 
chief, identified the lone fatality as Ana- 
lyn Tanejo, 


Six people hurt 

Six other people were injured, among 
them a woman who fell down a light of 
stairs and a man who stepped on a piece 
of burnt roof. 

A report from Reuters said that nar- 
row alleys in the area prevented fire- 
fighters from getting close to the house 
where the fire started, 

‘The flames spread quickly because 
most of the houses were made of light 
materials the report added. 

Some residents even tried to take the 
hoses of firemen in an effort to save 
their houses, according to radio station 
dzBB. 


PI-M assistance for victims 

‘The incident prompted Mayor Canuto 
Oreta to order the release of P1 million 
which would be used to buy rice, canned 
goods and blankets for distribution to 
the victims. 

Volunteers from the Philippine Na- 
tional Red Cross and several nongovern- 
‘ment organizations went to the area in 
the afternoon to help the families who 
lost their homes. 

“It is a disaster,” Oreta said. “Our 
problem now is setting up temporary 
shelters for the families because there 
are classes in schools normally used 
as evacuation centers during calami- 
ties, 

The mayor, meanwhile, ordered of- 
ficials of the Bureau of Fire Depart- 
ment to determine the cause of the 
fire. ` With Associated Press, Reuters 


reports 


‘THE 15-YEAR-OLD GIRL: "I was 
powerless. ROMTHOMLLADA 


Alleged rape 
victim seeks 
VACC’s help 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A 15-YEAR-OLD GIRL WHO WAS Al- 
legedly raped by four men in Hermosa, 
Bataan has asked an anticrime group to 
help her get justice 

“I want all of you to know that what 1 
am going through is not easy. 1 was pow- 
erless. tried to fight back but I could not 
do anything,” said the victim, who was in 
tears as she faced the media yesterday, at 
the office of the Volunteers Against 
Crime and Corruption in Makati. 

‘The girl, who was accompanied by her 
mother, accused officials in Bataan of not 
acting on the case which she filed against 
four men who raped her on May 21. 

“A police officer even suggested that 
{my daughter] should just marry [one of 
the suspects],” said the victim's mother 

VACC founding chair Dante Jimenez 
promised to help the complainant. He 
said the young girl's case was the 18th 
rape complaint that his organization has 
received for this month. He was quick to 
attribute the rise in rape cases to last 
month's abolition of the death penalty 
law, which his group believes was the 
best deterrent against heinous crimes. 

"The proponents of the death penalty 
Jaw have been arguing that the only way 
to have an effective punishment is the 
certainty of arrest and prosecution. In 
this case, where is the certainty that the 
proponents have been mouthing?" 
Jimenez said. 


Aere 


AMAN looks at what remains of his house. 


Bomb drill set tomorrow in Taguig 


By Jocelyn. Uy 


A BOMB DRILL WOULD BE HELD ON 
Wednesday at the Global City in Fort 
Bonifacio, Taguig City to prepare expa- 
triates living in the area for possible ter- 
Tor attacks, police said yesterday. 

“We will check their preparedness for 
bomb attacks,” Southern Police District 
chief Wilfredo Garcia told the Inguier 
yesterday. 


6 men killed, 2 


From page AIT 


Macalad died while undergoing treat 
ment. 

The other two victims—Bryan Fer- 
min, 26 and Renato Vargas, 40—were in 
critical condition as of yesterday. 

San Juan Police chief Rodelio Jocson 
said Pastorpili and the other victims 
were drinking on Sunday night inside 
the Cheers and Beers KTV Bar on Arane- 
ta Extension in Barangay Progreso. 

"The group had just ended their regu- 
lar meeting at the bar which began at 3 
pam, with more than 40 members pre- 
sent. 

POI Alexander De Dumo told the In- 
‘quinen that most of the members had al- 
ready left but Pastorpili and 15 other 


Garcia said they have already coordi- 
nated with the city government about 
the conduct of the dil, 

‘The Global City, a booming business 
and deluxe residential district, is consid- 
ered one of several vital installations in 
Metro Manila, he added. 

“Tomorrow's drill is part of several be- 
ing organized by the National Capital Re- 
gion Police Office to gauge the prepared- 
ness of business establishments in deal- 


ing with possible bombing attacks. 

Last month, the police conducted 
bomb simulation exercises at the 
Shangri-La mall in Mandaluyong City 
and at the Araneta Center in Cubao, 
Quezon City. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay has re- 
fused to allow the NCRPO to conduct a 
drill in the country’s financial district, 
saying it might cause "undue panic" 
among residents. 


wounded in bar shooting spree 


drivers stayed behind and began drink- 
ing. The merrymaking went on until 
Fong walked in at around 6 p.m., a gun 
tucked in the waistband of his pants. 

Fong, also known as Henry Cuales ac- 
cording to De Dumo, approached the 
drivers who were seated on a long table 
near the entrance. He was looking for 
Pastorpili 

Pastorpili then stood up, introduced 
himself and asked why Fong was look- 
ing for him. 

"You are a policeman, right? You 
showed me a fake identification card, 
remember?" Fong replied, speaking in 
Filipino, according to one of the drivers 
who survived the killing spree. 

Another driver told the police that 
yesterday was not the first time Fong 


and Pastorpili had met, He said that the 
two had figured in an argument on July 
4 in the bar, where their group usually 
holds meetings. 

‘According to the driver, the two start- 
ed arguing after Fong kicked Pastorpili 
while he was talking to a woman out- 
side the bar. The kick, whether deliv- 
ered unintentionally or not, said the 
witness, caused Pastorpili to fell to the 
ground. 

‘The incident led to an argument be- 
tween the two men which ended when 
Fong, who denied kicking Pastorpili, 
apologized. 

‘The police said Fong, who allegedly 
has a pending case for robbery in a 
Marikina court, fled after the incident 
on board a white Mazda pick-up. 


All's not well in GMA Cabinet 


THE SON-IN-LAW OF A BIG-TIME POLIT 
cian in Norther Luzon is riding on his 
wife's influence by dipping his fingers in ev- 
‘ery business pie in his wife's home province. 

"This guy, an American citizen, is deri- 
sively referred to by many constituents 
as “ang bagong hari" (the new king) in 
the Northern Luzon provinee. 

At the province's busy port, he dictates 
which businessman gets what kind of 
business, Pity the people who are not his 
cronies or who don't come across. 

Even the mining claims in the province 
should have his approval. He decides 
which persons are awarded mining 
claims and which should be turned down. 

Many people are surprised why this 
guy's brother-in-law, a congressman, has 
not put a stop to his shenanigans. They 
think that the congressman is not doing 
anything in deference to his father who 
favors his daughter. 

‘There's a squabble within the family of 
this big-time politician with the congress 
man siding with his mother and the daugh- 
ter siding with the father who is openly co- 
habiting with a much younger woman. 


Ramon Tulfo ac 


Now, the big-time politician wants his 
daughter to run for Congress in next years 
lection against the congressman's wife. 
‘The congressman, whose third term ends 
next year, is planning to field his wife. 

Most constituents prefer the congress- 
man's wife to his sister because they dislike 
her husband who is not from the Northem 
Luzon province but from Mindanao, 

Allis not well in the Macapagal-Ar- 
royo cabinet and the crack is showing. 

Secretary Silvestre Afable, the gov- 
ernment chief negotiator in the peace 
talks with the Moro Islamic Liberation. 
Front (MILF), is having a tiff with Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, 

Afable resigned as cabinet officer for 
regional development in the Cordillera, 


in protest over the suspension by Ermita 
of Baguio City Mayor Braulio Yaranon.. 

‘The Palace suspended Yaranon after 
he obstructed the operations of Jadewell 
Pay Parking Corp, a private entity that 
collects parking and toll fees in Baguio. 

‘The mayor insists the city govern- 
ment has the sole power of taxation. 
and police power over motorists. 

Afable, an Igorot who's one-fourth 
Japanese, fully supports Yaranon on 
his stand, Afable is one of the brightest 
and most hardworking members of 
Arroyo's cabinet. He would be a big 
loss if he resigns from the cabinet, 


You want to know why more and more 
people sympathize with the New Peo- 
ples Army? 

Regie Dealagnon, 27, cargo truck driv- 
x passed through a police checkpoint in 
Agoncillo, Batangas recently. He didn't 
understand what the policeman man- 
ning the checkpoint, SPO2 Quintin Ver- 
gara, wanted from him. 

o Dealagnon asked what the cop want- 
ed. Vergara slapped him on the face twice. 


suspects 
arrested 


By Margaux C. Ortiz. 


TWO ALLEGED CAR THIEVES WERE 
arrested on Sunday afternoon by opera- 
tives of the Manila Police District (MPD) 
in San Miguel, Manila. 

Suspects Alfredo Prado, 42, and 
Charlie Panda, 34, both of San Juan, 
were nabbed by law enforcers who were 
manning a checkpoint on Palanca 
Street. 

A third suspect, Macmod Liwalug, 34, 
of Quiapo, Manila, was arrested in a fol- 
low-up operation shortly after his al 
leged accomplices implicated him in 
their car theft activities, 


Suspicious conduction sticker 

Based on the report submitted by 
Supt. Teodorico Perez, Sta. Mesa station 
commander, to MPD director Chief Supt 
Pedro Bulaong, his men flagged down 
the Lite Ace van (TBP 581) driven by Pra- 
do at around 4:30 p.m. Sunday after 
noticing that the vehicle's conduction 
sticker was partly erased. 

When the suspect failed to show the 
vehicle's registration papers, the police 
searched the van and found two identifi 
cation cards bearing the name of a cer- 
tain Joseph Alexis B. Bando on the floor. 

When the police contacted Bando, he 
told them that he was the owner of the 
vehicle which was stolen while parked in 
front of his house last July 6 


Cohort arrested 

Police then noticed a Toyota Corona 
(TAV 914) behind the Lite Ace van and 
approached the driver for the vehicle's 
documents. 

"The MPD operatives immediately dis 
‘covered that the driver ofthe second ve 
hide was Prado's companion. The two 
suspects later identified Liwalug as their 
contact at the Islamic Center,” Bulaong 
seid 

The MPD Sta. Mesa policemen; with 
members of the Special Weapons and 
Tactics unit, apprehended suspect Li- 
walug ina follow-up operation. 

‘The three suspects are now detained 
at the MPD headquarters, Bulaong said. 


METROBRIEFS ' 


Killed over a P5 coin 
NORBERTO Suarez vr. just wanted to sing a 
song aftar a hard days work so when he saw a 
PS coin ona table beside a videoke machine, 
he did what only seemed natural. He dropped 
the coin into the so, picked a tune and the 
sang his heart out. It was the last videoke song 
the 26-year-old welder would ever sing. A man, 
who was the likely owner of he coin, sneaked 
upto him and stabbed him dead on Sunday al- 
temoon in Quezon City before teeing. Investi- 
gation showed that Suarez, a resident of Gulod. 
Novaliches, was on his way home at about S 
pm. with coworkers Jun Echaluse and Danilo 
Esguerra, when he chanced upon he PS coin 
The victim picked the coin up and sang a song 
henad chosen rom a tst, according toa report 
by case investigator Rodolo Zulueta. Out of 
nowhere, a man, later identified as one Noel 
Layson, went up to him and stabbed him in the 
stomach, Zulueta said. The viti was rushed 
to the Quezon Cl General Hospital but he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 

Dav 


Man shot dead in QC 
AN OLD grudge led to the death ofa construc- 
ion worker and the wounding of two of his 
fends at midnight yesterday in Quezon Ciy. 
Jessie Boy Agustin, 20, ot 27 Sto Pajo, Baran 
‘ony Baesa, was kiled wil his trends Ain 
Loon, 16, and Armel Abad, 19, were injured. The 
three were hanging out at a store on Mendez 
‘Street when two men, identified only by their 
alases "Dennis" and -Donpdong," saw Ihem, 
according to a report by caso investigator SPOT 
Felpe Tumbay Without provocaton, the sus- 
pects suddenly approached the three and began 
{ing ttem wih shotguns of an unknown ype 
and alter Tumibay sa. Investigators said 
Dennis and Dongdong had long been nursing a 
aruge against the victims. Iwas not cear, 
owever, wnat the cause of the quarrel was. 

DJ Yap 


Alun-Alon exhibit 

THE MAKATI Artists Guild's Alun-Alon Exhibit 
runs unti today at the A Center, Bulking A 
SM Megaman. On display are the works of 
Rubeo Alcantara, Fanny Blanco, Mel Cabriana 
Thom Daquoag, Alison David, Deborah Da 
pan, Lita Golano, Teresita Mapua, Obi Mapua 
Helen Mirasol, Fiz Ocampo Narvacan, Peter 
Sutcltte, Michelia Tan, Stela Torres, Manuel 
Torres, Aina Valencia and Maly Yap: 


[Din You know 


DID YOU KNOW THAT IN THE FIRST 
quarter of 2006, an incident of cel 
phone snatching was reported In Metro 
| Manta daily? 
The National Capital Region saw a 

92 percent jump in cases of cell phone 
thet trom January to March this year, 
from 140 cases to 73 cases during he 
same pertod in 2005. 

yrilL. Bonabente, PDI Research 
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MEXICO CITY-MEXICO WAS 
bracing for a summer of discon- 
tent as supporters of deleated 
presidential candidate Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador vowed 
Sunday to challenge last weeks 
presidential vote right through to 
the formal certification of results 
in September. 

Lopez Obrador said his cam 
paign planned to file a legal chal- 
lenge Sunday with the Federal 
Electoral Tribunal and that offi 
cials with his Party of the Demo- 
cratic Revolution (PRD) were al- 


Airbus crash 
investigated 
as Russia 
mourns 


IRKUTSK, RUSSIA—INVESTIGA- 
tors worked Monday to determine 
what caused an Airbus plane to 
‘overrun the runway and crash in 
the Siberian city of Irkutsk, as Rus- 
sia marked a day of mourning for 
some 130 people killed in the acci- 
dent. 

‘Transport Minister Igor Levitin 
chaired a meeting of a commis- 
sion set up to investigate the 
cause of the accident and told re- 
porters here afterward that so far 
122 bodies had been recovered 
and six were still unaccounted for 
while 57 people were being treat 
ed in hospital for injuries. 

The crash of the Airbus A310. 
occurred Sunday when the plane 
on a flight from Moscow landed 
at the Irkutsk airport but failed to 
slow down sufficiently and ca- 
reered off the end of the runway, 
ramming into a building and 
bursting into flames. 

The plane's fight data and voice 
recorders were sent to Moscow for 
analysis and investigating officials 
were quoted in Russian media as 
saying that a problem with the 
braking system or human error 
were among potential causes of the 
wreck they would be looking at. 

‘An unnamed airline source 
quoted by Itar-Tass news agency 
however said any theories on 
what caused the plane to crash 
that were leaked before the flight 
recorders had been thoroughly 
analyzed were premature 

The source said the plane was 
piloted by two veterans who had 
logged many hours in the air and 
had no record of mishaps. 

Obtaining a precise figure for 
dead and injured was complicated 
by the fact that various officials 
gave varying numbers for how 
many people were onboard the 
plane and some passengers that 
survived appeared to have left the 
scene ofthe accident altogether. 

Most accounts however put the 
number of bodies recovered so 
far at 122 and the numbers of vic- 
tims still unaccounted for was be- 
tween six and nine, putting the 
current death toll from the acci 
dent at between 128 and 131. 

President Vladimir Putin de- 
clared Monday a national day of 
mourning and flags throughout 
Russia were ordered flown at half 
staff while public entertainment 
events were cancelled, media re- 
ports said 

"The company that operated the 
flight, S7 Airünes—until recently 
known as Sibir—promised to fiy 
families of those aboard the lat 
ed fight from Moscow to Irkutsk to 
identify remains or comfort sur- 
vivors, but those flights were de- 
layed due to weather conditions in 
Irkutsk, media said. AFP 


0 to take the case to Mexico's 
Supreme Court, which can issue 
recommendations to the tribunal, 
the final arbiter of electoral dis- 
putes. 

On Saturday a massive 
crowd, estimated at 280,000 by 
authorities and 400,000 by or- 
ganizers protested th 
vative victory in the country's 
presidential election in Mexico 
City’s huge downtown Zocalo 
square and neighboring 
streets. 

“We are certain we triumphed 
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TheWORLD 
Summer of discontent in Mexico 


Defeated leftist candidate plans legal challenge in election standoff 


on July 2," Lopez Obrador told 
the crowd, claiming widespread 
irregularities marked the elec- 
toral process that gave victory by 
a razor-thin margin to conserva- 
tive Felipe Calderon, of the gov- 
eming National Action Party 
(AN). 

Saturday's display could just 
be a foretaste of things to come: 
Lopez Obrador has called for na- 
tionwide protests, with the first 
tobe held Wednesday in the Mex- 
ican capital. 

"There is clear evidence that 


they took away our votes to favor. 
the right,” said the leftist former 
Mexico City mayor on Saturday, 
who advocates the cause of th 
millions of impoverished Mexi- 
cans. 

Lopez Obrador alleged that 
President Vicente Fox illegally 
‘campaigned in favor of Calderon, 
that the PAN had far exceeded 
campaign spending limits and 
that the governing party bought 
votes. 

The electoral tribunal has u 
Sept. 6 to render its final verdict 


on the outcome of the July 2 elec- 
tion. 

Calderon, 43, who won with 
an advantage of just over 
244,000 votes, or 0.6 percent- 
age points, dismissed claims of 
fraud during the electoral pro- 
cess, which a number of interna- 
tional observers called free and 
fair. 

He said that now was the time 
for Mexicans to put the campaign 
disputes behind them and work to 
create a politically stable country 
attractive to foreign investors. AFP 


HOUSTON—SPACE SHUTTLE 
Discovery got a clean bill of 
health from Nasa managers on 
Sunday as they declared it “ab- 
solutely clear" to make a scorch- 
ing return to Earth with no con- 
cems about damage to the 
spacecraft’ heat shield. 

Coupled with favorable reports 
on the shuttle external fuel tank 
during launch last week, Nasa is 
now confident the shunde pro- 
gram can safely resume construc- 
on of the Intemational Space 
Station as early as next month. 

Assembly has been on hold 
since the 2003 Columbia disaster 

"Everything seems to be back 

i,” said Germanys 
who hitched a 


ride on Discovery to join the 
space station crew as a third 
member to remain on board. 

Teams of expers worked 
Ovemight to resolve lingering 
concerns about a piece of materi- 
al protruding from between he 
resistant tiles on Discovery's belly. 
They also focused on two bits of 
torn insulation blankets. 

"Not only did the team pound 
these issues flat, they put a dim- 
ple in the board when all was 
said and done,” said Steve Pou- 
los, orbiter project manager at 
the Johnson Space Center in 
Houston. “We are absolutely 
clear and ready to bring this ve- 
hicie home whenever the mis- 
sion is accomplished," he said. 


ACAMERA attached to the solid rocket. 
booster shows the Space Shuttle 
Discovery after separation in this image 
from Nasa TY, July 9. This camera angle 
was added after the Columbia accident in. 


2002. 


Space shuttle gels clean bill of health 


Discovery is scheduled to re- 
tum to Earth July 17. 

The shuttle crew spent their 
sixth day in space unpacking 
some of the 2 tons of cargo they 
brought along for the space sta- 
tion. Ground controllers kept 
news of the World Cup soccer 
championship flowing to Reiter 
and British-born astronaut Piers 
Sellers, both of whom had fa- 
vored France to win. 

The astronauts’ comments on 
competitors France and Italy 
‘were replayed in part on a big 
screen at the stadium in Berlin 
where the World Cup final was 
played 

"ou guys are rock stars,” said 


Mission Control in Houston. 

Sellrs and US colleague 
Michael Fossum were preparing. 
for the second of three space- 
walks planned for the shuttle's 
13-day mission, slated to begin 
at 8:13 am. EDT on Monday. It 
is devoted to repairing the sta- 
tion's mobile rail cart, which 
totes heavy components into po- 
sition for installation, 

Good news about Discovery 
has given Nasa confidence its 
S13-billion safety upgrade of 
the shuttles following the 
Columbia fiasco is a success, 
and Nasa can complete assem- 
bly of the station before the 
threeship fleet is retired in 
2010. Reuters 


Howard charged with lying about promise to 


Sudan deemed most 


By Megan Rowling 


LONDON—SUDAN, UGANDA 
and Congo are the worlds three 
most dangerous places for chil 
dren due to wars that have 
brought death, disease and dis- 
placement to millions, a Reuters. 
poll of humanitarian experts 
showed on Tuesday. 

"The UN Childrens Fund (Unicef) 
says 1.8 million children have been. 
affected by a three-year conflict in 
Sudan's wesem Darfur region, 
where they risk being recruited as 
fighters and are especially vulnera- 
ble to disease and malnutrition 

"It is a traumatized population 
and you can see it in the children's 
faces," said Hollywood actress and 
Unicef goodwill ambassador Mia 


Farrow, who last month visited 
camps for some of the 2.5 million 
displaced by Darfu?'s war. 

“Everyone has lost family, seen 
villages burn, seen relatives 
raped, been raped." 

Reuters AlertNet, a humanitar- 
ian news website run by Reuters 
Foundation, asked more than 110 
aid experts and journalists to 
highlight the most dangerous 
places for children. 

Aer Sudan, they chose northem 
‘Uganda, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Iraq, Somalia, India, the 
Palestinian territories, Afghanistan, 
Chechnya and Burma (Myanmar). 

Unicef says more than 2 million 
children worldwide have died as a 
direct result of armed confit in the. 
past decade, and about 20 million 


SYDNEY—A SIMMERING ROW 
over the leadership of Australia 
erupted into an astonishing pub- 
lie confrontation between the 
prime minister and the treasurer 
Monday over an alleged promise 
to hand over power. 

Just hours after Prime Minister 
John Howard denied making 
Such a promise, Treasurer Peter 
Costello called a news conference 
tosay that he had. 

“There was no deal made,” 
Howard said, denying a reported 
account of a meeting with Costel- 
lo in December 1994 as the two 


men haggled over the leadership 
of the Liberal Party 

Costello said, however, that 
Howard had asked him at the 
‘meeting not to stand for the Lib- 
eral Party leadership. 

"He told me that he intended 
to do one-and-a-half terms as 
prime minister and then would 
hand over. I did not seek that un- 
dertaking, he volunteered and 1 
took him at his word,” Costello 
said. 

“Obviously that did not hap- 


pen. 
The disputed meeting was first 


revealed at the weekend when for- 
mer Liberal minister lan McLach- 
Jan, who was present, said he had 
kept notes which showed that 
Howard told Costello he would 
step down after two terms. 
Howard, who then won the par- 
ty leadership without a challenge 
from Costello, went on to lead the 
Liberals to victory in 1996—and in 
three subsequent elections. 
Howard, 66, has long been ex- 
pected to step down and hand 
over to Costello, 48, the deputy 
party leader, but has refused to be. 
drawn on whether he would lead 


RICE 


‘Condistas’ 
want Rice 
to be 2008 
president 


COLUMBUS, OHIO—THE NAMES 
are varied “Team Condi, Rice for 
‘America, Condistas—yet the goal is 
the same: Elect Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice president in 
2008. 

A disparate group of Internet 
gurus, political junkies and foes 
of Democratic Sen. Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton is pushing a Rice 
candidacy even though President 
George W. Bush's top diplomat 
has said repeatedly that she has 
no desire to be president. 

‘But the Republican also has de- 
clined invitations to rule out a bid 
in 2008, spoken about the likeli- 
hood of a minority winning the 
White House in her lifetime and 
taken steps to soften her im- 
age—words and deeds that have 
provided a glimmer of hope to 
her fans. 

Mick Wright, a. professional 
webmaster in Memphis, Ten 
nessee, is one of more than a 
dozen people who registered 
draft-Rice websites in the year af- 
ter Bush was reelected. 

"Once that was all over, you 
started thinking, what's going to 
happen inthe next election?" said 
Wright, a co-founder of 
wwncondipundit com. "The first 
one to come to mind as a viable 
candidate was  Condoleezia 
Rice.” 

Similar websites have cropped 
up in widely diverse cities, in- 
cluding Seattle; West Sand Lake, 
New York; Magna, Utah; and 
Cedarville, Ohio. They are pro- 
moting Rice's credentials, solicit- 
ing donations and marketing T 
shins, bobblehead dolls and "I 
Like Rice” buttons. 

The Miami-based Americans 
for Dr. Rice political action com- 
mittee has established chapters 
in critical states, including Ohio 
and Florida. A second PAC, Rice 
for America, emerged in Greens- 
boro, North Carolina, last Ju- 
Iy—though neither has yet re- 
ported any income or spending 
to the Federal Election Commis- 
sion. AP 


step down 


the Liberals into the next elec- 
tion, due in 2007, 

Costello, who has presided 
over the treasury in boom times 
for Australia, has made no secret 
of his ambition to take over, 
though in the past the two men 
have handled the regular ques- 
tions about the succession with a 
mixture of humor and caginess. 

But the gloves appeared to 
have come of with Costello's 
statement Monday, which came 
hard on the heels of major news- 
papers accusing Howard of dis- 
honesty over the issue. — AFP 


dangerous place in world for children 


have been forced jo flee their 
homes. More than a million have 
been orphaned or separated from 
their families. 

"The most dangerous places 
are those conflict zones where 
children are actively recruited in- 
tothe fighting forces, and the cur- 
rent worst offender .. s Uganda's 
Lord's Resistance Army" said 
Gareth Evans, head of the Inter- 
national Crisis Group think tank. 

s recruiting, indoctrination 
and battle tactics have left countless 
children either dead, or dreadfully 
physically or mentally scarred.” 

During its brutal, two decade in- 
surgency, the cult-ike rebel group 
has kidnapped up to 25,000 chil- 
dren to serve as soldiers and sex 
slaves. Each evening, about the 


seme number of child “night com- 
ruters” trudge into towns to avoid 
abduction, 

"What makes iteven more dan- 
gerous is that no one is hearing 
about it... The long-standing and 
invisible nature of the situation 
has led to an entire generation of 
children growing up in camps," 
said Krista Threefoot of Catholic. 
Relief Services. 

Congo's first free elections in 40 
years, set for the end of July, are 
meant to draw a line under its 
1998-2003 war that killed millions, 
‘but confi still simmers in the law- 
Jess cast, where disease, hunger and 
violence kill about 1,200 a day. 

"Women and children are regu- 
lay targeted by illegal and armed 
milis and other predators, who 


perpetrate unacceptable acts of vi 
‘lence and rape against them," UN 
aid chief Jan Egeland said. 

‘The poll underlined the psycho- 
logical trauma experienced by chil 
dren caught up in violence. 

“Children (in Iraq) may fear 
both American soldiers and insur- 
gents; they fear being drummed 
out of their home if they're from 
the wrong sect" said Lindsey 
Hilsum, international editor for 
Britain's Channel 4 News. "They 
have no security and no sense of 
‘what tomorrow may bring." 

Respondents who chose the 
Palestinian territories cited the 
long-term strain of living in a 
place with limited freedom of 
movement and access to basic 
services. 


Somalia and Afghanistan, 
where warlords are battling for 
power, featured due to deterio- 
rating security and widespread 
poverty. More than a quarter of 
children in Afghanistan and a 
fifth of children in Somalia die 
before their fifth birthday. 

Many children living in pover- 
ty are forced to work to support 
themselves and their families. 

A large proportion of the 
world’s 218 million child workers 
are located in India, which came 
sixth in the poll. 

"An estimated 60 to 115 mil 
lion children are classified as 
working children—the highest 
number in the world,” said Anu 
radha Mittal, director of the Oak 
land Institute think tank. Reuters 
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assacre, 


kill 61 people in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD—BANDS OF MASKED 
gunmen went on a rampage Sun- 
day in a predominantly Sunni 
Baghdad neighborhood, killing at 
least 42 Sunni Arabs in a grue- 
some sectarian attack despite a 
massive security crackdown, wit- 
nesses said. 


The apparent response to the attacks was 
swift, with at least 19 people killed and 59 
wounded in two powerful car bombs next toa 
Shiite mosque ina mixed neighborhood of the 
predominantly Sunni district of Adhamiyah 
On the capitals north side, an interior min- 
istry official said. 

The Sunni killings began in the western 
neighborhood of Jihad when gunmen set up 
checkpoints and started shooting people 
based on their ID cards, witnesses said. 

"They ilso went into certain Sunni houses 
and killed everyone inside,” a witness who 
declined to be named told AFP 

"Outside the masque I saw the bodies of 10 
men, all shot in the head, and they showed se- 
were signs of torture,” said Sheikh Abdel 
Samad al-Obeidi, imam of the Sunni Fakhri 
Shanshal mosque in the neighborhood, which, 
was bombed on Friday killing two. 

“I blame the Mehdi Army militiamen for 
this killing—it is all in the open now,” he 
added, referring to the armed group linked to 
radical Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr. 

He also accused police commandos, who 
have checkpoints in the area, of being "com- 
plicit in the crime for turning a blind eye." 

In the run-up to Sundays rampage, Sunni 
and Shiite holy places were increasingly target- 
ed in ongoing civil strife in Baghdad, with the. 
Shite Fama Zahra mosque being bombed on 

Saturday killing seven and wounding 17. 
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AWOMAN weeps at the scene of Sunday night's car bomb attacks near a Shiite mosque 


Baghdad July 10. The attacks in northeastern Baghdad killed at least 19 people. 


In the past months there have been more 
and more sectarian-linked attacks in the capi- 
tals neighborhoods. 

Sheikh Mahmud al-Sudani, the imam of the 
Shite mosque attacked Saturday, told AFP the 
‘operation was carried out by relatives of Shiites 
‘who had been killed or driven out ofthe predom- 
inantly Sunni neighborhood in recent months. 

“For the past five months Shiites have been 
Killed and evicted from the neighborhood. 
Those Shiites killed come from tribes from the 
south that wanted to take revenge,” said Su- 
dani, a follower of Sadr. 

“The hair that broke the camel's back was 


the attack on the mosque yesterday (Satur 
day),” he said. 

Fakhria Hussein, a Shiite resident of the Sunni 
neighborhood targeted on Sunday but who works 
‘outside it, received a call from her son telling her 
‘otto come home because i was too dangerous. 

“He told me that masked men stormed into 
our neighbors home, a Sunni, and he heard 
Shots and screams,” she said. 

Firas Shimmar, a security guard, received 
a similar call from his brother who reported 
that the gunmen were checking people's IDs 
and attacking them if they indicated the per- 
Son was Sunni. p 


car bomb blasts 5 US soldiers charged 


in Iraq rape-murders, 


BAGHDAD—FIVEUS SOL- 
diers were charged in a rape 
and multiple murder case that 
has outraged Iraqis, as docu- 
ments obtained by Reuters on 
Sunday showed the rape vic- 
tim was aged 14, and not over 
20 as US officials have said. 
Days after former private 
Steven Green was charged asa 
civilian in a US court with rape 
and four murders, four serving 
soldiers were charged with the 
same offenses, the US military 
said ina statement. It did not 
name the troops. 
Another soldier, apparently 

a sixth member of Green's for- 
mer unit in the 502nd Infantry 
Regiment, was charged on Sat- 
urday with dereliction of duty 
for not reporting the crime in 
March 

All five were charged with 
conspiring with Green, ac 
cused by US prosecutors of go- 
ing with three others toa 
house near the checkpoint 
they were manning outside 
‘Mahmudiya, near Baghdad, 
and of killing a couple and 
their two daughters. The five 
could face the death penalty. 

Court documents described 
the raped daughter as an 
“adult female” and estimated 
her age as 25. US military offi- 
cials in Iraq say their docu- 
‘ments have her as 20. Local of- 
ficials and relatives had said 
she was 15 or 16. 

Her identity card and a copy 
of her death certificate ob- 
tained by Reuters, however, 
show she was 14. 

Abeer Qasim Hamza al-Jan- 
abi was born on Aug. 19, 1991 


in Baghdad, according tothe * 
idemity car, providedto — , 
Reuters by a relative. Issued nz" 
1993, it features a photograph. 
ofher at 18 months, wide-eyed; 
and with a lick of dark hair 

over her brow. 

A copy of her death certifi- 
cate, dated March 13, gives the 
Same birth date. She was 
found at home bya relative on 
March 12 and had died from 
“gunshot wounds to the head, 
with burns," said the docu- 
ment, signed by Dr Wael 
Habib and a registra 

No independent verification 
ofthe documents was immedi- 
ately available. T 

"The age of consent with “=, 3d 
parental approval in Iraqis 15, 

though itis nor uncommon for 
giristo marry younger in rural 
areas. 

Abeers sister Hadeel was 
aged 6 when she died of “sev- 
eral gunshot wounds.” 

"The killers tried to burn the 
bodies and house to cover their 
tracks, relatives and local offi- 
cials have said. Scorch marks 
and bloodstains can stil be 
seen in the one-story home. 

Some relatives have said 
they would not object to ex- 
huming the dead for forensic 

tests, a religiously sensitive 
proces. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki, balancing a depen- 
dence on US firepower with a 
need to show Iraqis he is in 
charge, has voiced frustration 
‘vith mounting number of 
cases against Americans and 
wants a review of their immu- 
niyfomragilaw. Reuters 
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Dolphins slip past 
Bombers; Cards win 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


SOPHOMORE ROBBY DAVID 
starred for Philippine Chris- 
tian University as the Dol- 
phins turned back the Jose 
Rizal University Bombers, 81- 
77, yesterday to sustain their 
winning run in the NCAA 
men's basketball tournament 
at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

Taking over from starting guard Jason Casto, 
David took charge in the fourth quarter along 
with Gabby Espinas and lan Garrido as the Dol- 
phins scored their fourth straight victory after 
dropping their opening game to the Mapua Car- 
dinals last month. 

‘The 6-foot David finished with 22 points, three 
assists, two rebounds, two steals and two blocks 
while Castro watched from the bench as penalty 
for missing a team practice last Saturday. 

‘Sean Co scored 14 points to lead a balanced 


attack as the Cardinals 


STANDINGS W L| blasted the Perpetual 
ian 3 O) Heip Alas, 6854, in 
PoU 4 1| the second game to 
SanBeda — 3 1| improveo22. 

S. Sebastian 2 3 Jerby del Rosario 
Mana 2 2| added 11, while las 
Perpetual 1 3| years best rookie 
StBene 1 3! Kevin dea Peña 
Jose Rizal 0 3| chipped in 10 as the 
GAMES TOMORROW Cardinals sent the AL 
(Ninoy Aquino Stadium) tas in the company of 


‘2neon—Perpeual ^ host St. Benilde with 


vs.Jose Rizal (SS) ^ 1-3 records. 
4p. m—San Bedavs. Espinas, the 2004 
San Sabastan Most Valuable Player 
and Rookie of the Year 


‘ofPCU, scored five of his 17 points in the last two 
minutes, including a tipin that gave the Dol- 
phinsa 7675 lead. 

Garrido added two free throws off a foul by 
Jason Nocom as PCU made & 78:75 with 41.7 
Seconds to go. 

Jose Rizal, which blew a 53-41 lead, absorbed 
a third straight loss that came after the Light 
Bombers took a first setback in three games from 


the Baby Dolphins, 70-68. 

Junel Navaja unloaded 22 points for the Baby 
Dolphins, who now havea 2-2 mark. 

The scares: 

First Game Qs) 

PCU 70—Navas 22, Guevara 11, Arada 10, Larsang 8, 
Pascua 7, Daun 5, import 4, Furl Ira Asucion 
[e 

RU GE tci 17, Sead 11, Gabrie 9, Sates 8, Cori- 
ano Kabiging 6 Pineda 4 Ungo 3, Sa. Cnz2, Escara O. 

Quarters: 18-4 3529 49-48, 70.68 

Second Game (Ss) 

POU Bt—Davd 22. Espinas 17, Navarro 11. Belga 8, Gani- 
05, Amparado 5, Hermosa 5, Siem 4 Santos 4, Graham 2, 
Vit, Javon, Chien. 

RUTI- Dedcaora 19, Pradas 18, Nocom 13, Wison 11. 
Cogoco 5, Hayes 5, Callan 3, Bucao 2, Sena 1, Fen 0 
Caspe 0. Se 0. Pia, tare. 

(Duar: 23-22. 3338, 580, 81-77 

Third Game (Srs) 

MAPUA 62—Do 14, Del Rosario 11, deia Pera 10. Nazo 8. 2 
Sirdkrog 7, Tongo 6, Gonzi 5, Pascual 3.3, Pascal $ 
2,Guiterno 2 Paonique 0, Caco 0. 

PERPETUAL SA Mss T7, Maral Joe 8, Baron, Les © 
& Mendoza 5. Kong 2. Reyes 0. Ua Gin. 

(Qari: 22-10, 45-28, 55-44, 68-54 


PHILIPPINE Christian U's Lei Mar Navarro (left) drives ofi Jose Rizal's 
Jayson Nocom (center) and Marvin Hayes during their game yesterday. 


MARLON STOCKINGER OF BIREL- 
Accel sustaining his hot form, dominat- 
ed the fifth leg of the 2006 Shell Su- 
perkarting Series at the Boomland Kart 
‘Trackin Pasay City on Sunday. 
‘Stockinger, who ruled the Philippine 
leg of the Asian Karting Open last 
month, took command from the sar, 
leaving his closest rival and teammate 


STOCKINGER Q3) eva the vay fr tuammats Cle Daniel Cleak behind by eight seconds in 


Stockinger sustains fiery karting form 


lawyer Jess Garcia ofthe Cebu Racing 
Group and Bobby Domingo. 

Garcia ruled the ROK Seniors ds, 
towing former jetski champ Jan Jan 
Gonzales and Mon Tanjuatco toa 1-2-3, 
finish for the Cebu Racing Group. 

Domingo, who checked in seventh 
overall in the combined race, topped 
the Rotax Max Novice division over Ysa 
Potenciano, 


both the second heat and final race. 

He clocked the day's fastest lap time 
of 29,623 and wrapped up the 26ap 
combined race for the premiere Formu- 
Ja 125 and Rotax Max Seniors in 12 
minutes and 27.722 seconds. 

Cleak docked 1236715 to bag run- 
ner-up honors in both the Formula 125 
and Rotax Max Seniors of the event 
sponsored by Shell Helix, San Miguel 


Corporation, Denso Iridium Power, 
Honda Phils, Eastway Company 
‘Aeromed Ambulance Transport and of- 
ficial tires Yokohama Kart Tires. 

Maico Angeles made it a 1-2-3 finish 
for Birel in the Formula 125 division. 

Marteo Guidicelli of Alessandra Rac- 
ing ended fourth in Formula 125 and 
third in the Rotax Max Seniors. 

Sharing the days limelight were 


slashed and smashed! 


Ticket prices 2 


Araneta Coliseum July 14 - 16, 2006 + 4PM 


Watch badminton's superstars LIVE with these fantastic deals*: 


+ MVP Cup Singles Pass 
+ MVP Cup Doubles Pass 
+ MVP Cup Smash Pass 


P300 per ticket 
500 for 2 tickets (same day) 

P750 for 3 tickets (one ticket for each day) 
or Upper Lave A wees press at P500 


(Other ticket prices at PI,000 & P750. Tickets are available ar all TicketNet outlets located at the 
SM Department Store Customer Service areas and at the Araneta Coliseum ticket booth. 
For inquiries and reservations please call 911-5555. 


Know the score! Check out myPad for updates on MVP Cup 2 action 
Visit: www.mypad.net/mypcup2006 


MVP CLP 


ASIA vs EUROPE 2. 


Porro dao 6; 20062 OD NCH Pam No 210 Sese 205, 
hrar ae 


Witness badminton at its best 


rep 


wiring dead 


na 

Ardina loses 
set to thieves; 
world jungolf 
bid in peril 


By Jong Arcano 


SAN DIEGO—WAS IT JUST A CASE OF THIEVERY OR A 
car breakin with an added motive? 

Members of the Philippine delegation were left wonder- 
ing after Dottie Ardina, the multi-titled youngster consid- 
ered as the country’s best bet in the 39th Callaway Junior 


‘World Golf Championships, lost her golf set following a car = opening rites ofthe Callaway World Junior Championships at Torrey Pinesin San Diego, California. 


brealcin at Torrey Pines on Sunday (Monday in Manila). 

Arriving at Torrey Pines for the opening ceremony with 
the parking lot already full, Ari's dad Ed decided to park 
their borrowed van far from the well-secured area. Inside 
was the golf set Dottie has been using for the past two 
months and several personal belongings. 

‘When the elder Ardina checked on the van an hour lates, 
its window was shattered. To his horror, only the golf set 
was missing. 

"The incident prompted them to rush for a replacement 
set at a nearby store carrying the Ping brand. They didnt 
find the exact specifications and will be lucky ifthe set they 
ordered would be ready in time for the start of the competi- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


FILIPINO jungolfers ed by lag-bearers Miguel Tabuena and JR Gonzales join the parade of teams during Sunday's 


tion on Tuesday (Wednesday in Manila). 

Ed Ardina was distraught and suspected sabotage. 

“She's been playing so well with those clubs. Its just so 
unfortunate that this happened on the eve of the tourna- 
ment," Ardina told the Inquirer in Filipino. 

‘Dottie felt so comfortable with the cubs, according to her 
father, that she played four practice rounds at the Cotton- 
wood course in El Cajon at 23 under, an effort that would 
have made her unbeatable in her division. 

“k might be that someone was sent to do it, I really don't 
Jaw" he added. "The van ent us by a family friend is old, 
so it surprises me that it was the one targeted considering, 


that there wasa lot of cars beside it” 

"How fast Donte can adjust to her new clubs will deter- 
mine her winning chances here. She is the most consistent 
‘campaigner inthe Junior World having won once in 2002, 
placed second in 2004, fourth in 2003 and fifth last year in 
three different age groups. 

"The 43-srong Philippine delegation sent here by the Ju- 
nior Golf Foundation of the Philippines with the support of 
Philippines Airlines, Samsung, PCSO and Pagcor attended 
the opening parade at the Torey Pines grounds. 

They play their final practice rounds Monday and plunge. 
into action in six different courses Tuesday. 


Bigger, richer 


MVP Cup 


By Francis Ochoa 


"Theres no pointin 
playing against our- 
selves,” said the PLDT 
chair yesterday "Is like 
you're not enlarging the 
gene pool. Inbreeding 
will not do us any good. 
We have to play against 
the world.” 

‘And ifthe country can- 
not bring the Filipinos to 
the world, Pangilinan wil 
bring the work to the Fil- 
ipinos. 

"Thus, the business ty- 
coon will again lift the 
covers off his Ryder Cup- 
style badminton rouma- 
ment when the country hosts the MVP 


PANGILINAN: We have 
to compete against those 
better than us. 


at Big Dome 


THE WAY MANNY V PANGILINAN SEES IT, THE ONLY WAY THE COUNTRY 
‘can improve in any sport is to open itself to better competition. 


for us to improve in the spor,” he added. 


2 set 


again,” said Kennevic. 
Pangilinan hopes that 
~ the tournament wil fur- 
ther establish badminton 
asa popular spectator 
sport and “kickstart the 
process” of creating a fu- 
ture world champion. 
“We have to show the 
public that these guys 
international players) 
are really good so we can 
also set the bar as to how 
good we have to be to be 
able to become world 
champions,” said Pangili 
nan. 
“That's the only way 


Cup 2 Asia vs Europe challenge from July 
140 16atthe Araneta Coliseum. 

The event brings together the top shut- 
ters from the spores recognized continen- 
tal powers—Asia and Europe. 

The Asian squad will feature the sibling 
partnership of Kennie and Kennevic Asun- 
con, who will see action against the 
‘world No. 9 mixed doubles pair of Tomas 
Layboum and Kamilla Rytter Juhl of Den- 
mark. 

“We played them already but it wasa 
Jong time ago,” said Kennie Asuncion. 


"We're excited to play against them. 


"We have to compete against those bet- 
terthanus.” 

The MVP Cup 2isa bigger tournament 
than the inaugural edition, both in prize 
money and in the players involved. 

"Thetotal potis $100,000, with 
$60,000 going to the winning squad and. 
$40,000 to the losing team. 

"The Asian squad will be bannered by 
the likes of Chinese superstar Lin Dan and 
former world and Olympic champion 
Taufik Hidayat, the sport’ long-time 
poster boy. 

On the European squad, Mia Audina, 


at the PhilSports Arena. 


Gail Emms and Kenneth Jonassen are 
some of the big names who will showcase 
their skills here. 

‘The event wili not only be beamed live 
on local television through ABC'S, but to 
other big badminton countries like China, 
Indonesia, Britain, Malaysia and South 
Korea. 


INDON marve! Taufik Hidayat of Team Asia on the offensive i 


“This year should be a good match be- 


thefirst MVP Cup 


tween the two continents," Pangilinan 
said. “Als, the preparations for this years 
event are much better because we leamed 
from last year" 

The Asuncions will be part of the Day 
Three schedule, when the winner of the 


event is expected to be decided. 
"Theresa lot of pressure, but we're ex- 
cited,” they said. 
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Philippine Cup title series between 
the Astrodome last Friday. The pro. 
support of the 


FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MAS- 
ter Enrico Sevillano downed 
‘American Robert Hess in the final 
round to finish in a tie for 20th to 
40th places in the 34th Annual 
World Open Chess Champi- 
onships at the Sheraton Philadel- 
phia City Center Hotel. 
Sevillano, currently based in 
Buffalo, New York, wound up 


ino's bid to nail the AF3 crown. Getting ready for the. 
jump are the Bulls Enrico Villanueva (left) and the Giants’ Marc Pingris- 


Sevillano 30th in Philly chess 


CEREMONIAL TOSS: Asian Formula Three star Tyson Sy makes the 
‘ceremonial toss before Game 2 of the Gran Matador Brandy PBA 


Purefoods Chunkee and Red Bull at 
league invited Sy to the games in 


with 6.0 points on five wins and 
two draws, He settled for 30th in 
the ninesround Swiss system 
tournament after the tiebreak 
was applied. 

‘American Grandmaster Gata 
Kamsky beat GM Vadim Milov of 
Switzerland in a tiebreak playoff 
towinthetournament Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 


UST ace 
may be 
out at least 
a month 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


LOSING by two points in the dyidg'sec- 
nds did not affect the University of San- 
to Tomas Tigers more than the leg injury 
suffered by veteran Jemal Vizcarra late 
in their game against University of the 
Philippines in the UAAP basketball tour- 
nament Sunday night. 

"Were suspecting its a pulled ham- 
string, we're observing it day to day" 
said UST team manager Clarence Aytona 
yesterday. "He's confined at the UST hos- 
pital, he can't walk.” 

Xray tests showed no bone fracture, 
but Vizcarra will have an MRI scan today 
to check the extent of the injury on his 
right leg. 

A pulled hamstring could sideline an 
athlete for at least a month, 

Vizcarra grabbed his right leg before 
falling on the floor in the last 17.5 sec- 
ondsofthe game won by UR 94.92. 

The 6-foot-1 starting guard had al- 
ready scored 14 points by then, includ- 
ing a key triple in the final two minutes. 

‘in the third quarter, Vizcarra’s team- 
mates also helped him off court after he 
suddenly fell on the floor. 

"When he first fell, he said he can still 
play so the staff sent him back on court," 
said Aytona. "We asked him if he's sure 
he was okay. He really wanted to play 

‘Vizcarra was cut from the team last 
year due to academic deliciencies de- 
spite being the team’s second-best scorer 
(12.8 points per game) in 2004. 

“He wanted to make an impact this 
year,” seid Aytona. 

The Tigers will face the Adamson Fal- 
cons on Thursday. 


More cockers competing 
in *Rambulan" at SJC 


THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES CONTINUED TO 
swell for the P3 S milion "Rambulan sa San 
Jan 5-cock dorby atthe San Juan Coliseum. 
The cockest sponsored mainly by Sagupaan . 
Complexor 3000, is slated on July 17,19. 21 y 
724,26, and 29. Fifteen more participañts signed 
‘up yesterday. led by Francis Nitura of Cyber Hlo- 
cano Cockers, Rommel Abo, D. Tuazon of Pa- 
teros, Dong Obando, Frank and Peter Cabaddu, 
Mark Yabut, Ruding Tayag. Mike Tolentino, Scat 
Jam entry, Art Tolentino Ricky Tan, Tommy Lim. 
Ik Casto and Choy Among. Earlier, mem- 
bers ofthe United Backyard Breeders Associa- 
tion and Cybertrend Cockers firmed up thelr 
entries, sad pit managers Pete Rivera and Ron- 
nie Lacsina A bonus of P200,000 per day will 
be won by participants during the eliminations. 


188 fights up in Roligon 
*Hatawan' derby finals 


COCKFIGHTING ENTHUSIASTS CONVERGE 
today atthe 15,000-seat Roligon Mega Cockpit 
as the championship round of "Hatawan Sa 
Tag-Ulan" 6-cock derby sizzles at 10am. with 
186 fights on tap. Hosted by Roligon owner 
Rolly Ligon, the derby—which attracted 256 
entries—ofiers a prize pot of P3.5 millon. A 
brand new Honda Civic wil go to the fastest win. 
champion. Forty-eight participants talied two 
points each in the elimination rounds. Among 
them were Nick Valerio of Rio Valley Grande, 
Bing Dodson, Marcel Julao, Capt. Emil Ch 
Cesar Ramirez. Nino Hemo, Richard Ramos, 
"Toto Que, Nelson Uy, Ramon Saldana, Boy Mar- 
20, Princess Naldo and Jover Diao. 


At 52, Bata Reyes just keeps on going 


BILLIARDS CHAMPION EFREN "BATA" 
Reyes has been around so long that 
many refer to him as a father figure. 
When asked why he keeps on playing, 
Reyes merely smiled and said, "I jus en- 
joy the game” 

"The most successful athlete in Philip- 
pine biliards history, Reyes, who will be 
52 years old on Aug. 26, stakes his tie 
in the $2 million international Pool Tour 
(GPT) finals at the Venetian Hotel in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, from July 23-30. The 
first prize money is $350,000 (roughly 
P18.5 million), the biggest pool purse on 
record anywhere in the world. 

“For my country, I wil do my bes 
said Reyes in a recent interview." thi 
my chances of winning again are good, * 
added the Angeles City native who won 
as years IPT tour and the fat paycheck 
‘of $200,000 in Orlando, Florida. 

How did he manage to stay so good 
for so long? His longtime manager, Rol- 
lie Vicente, supplied the answer. “Efren 
has limitless patience, a pleasant de- 
‘meanor, strong personal discipline and 
God-given talent." Only recently, Reyes 
won the Vietnam leg of the 2006 San 
Miguel Beer Asian 9-Ball Tour, disprov- 
ing idle talks that he isalrendy a washed- 
up player. "Hindi pa siya laos,” said Vi- 
cente of Reyes, who won the World Pool 
Championship in Cardit, Wales, in 
1999. 
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"Efren gave us our proudest moment 
(n biliards). said biliards godfather 
Aristeo "Puch? Puyat. "He is a source of 
pride and inspiration for the Flipino 
people.” 

Now enjoying one of his finest sea- 
sons after an eye surgery corrected a fail- 

ion, Reyes wil lead a star-studded 
Philippine contingent in this year's IPT 
Tour in Las Vegas. Considered the 
strongest RP pool delegation ever as- 
Sembled for an international touma- 
ment, the team is also composed of vet- 
eran intemationaliss Francisco "Djan- 
go" Bustamante, Marion Manalo and 
Us based Jose "mang" Parca. The orh- 
ers who qualified are 2002 world cham- 
pion Alex Pagulayan, Dennis Oreullo, 
"Warren Kiamco, Ronnie Alcano, Rodolfo 
Luat, Amonio Lining, Santos Sambajon 
and Candy Valle. 

Reyes i a mainstay of Puyat Spons. 
Known as "The Magician" in pool circles, 
he elevated the sport of billiards to a po- 
sition of respect and recognition inthis 
country, One of nine children of Pedro 


Reyes and Romana Manalang of Mexi- 
co, Pampanga, Reyes skipped last years 
23rd Southeast Asian Games due to fail- 
ing eyesight. But after a successful laser 
‘operation conducted by a team of spe- 
cialists headed by Drs. Jack Arroyo and 
Arnold Salud of the American Eye Cen- 
ter, Reyes returned to form, winning sev- 
eral major international tournaments, 
‘Over the years Reyes has always been 
the darling of the crowd not only be- 
cause of bis flawless style but also be- 
cause of the humble manner he con- 
duets himself, He rose to pool promi- 
nence in 1985 when the Puyat brothers, 
Popit and Purch, sponsored his intema: 
tional campaign, including stints in the 
lucrative American tour In 1994, Reyes 
became the first non-American to win 
the 19th US Open 9-Ball Championship, 
defeating the legendary Nick Vamer of 
the United States, By 1995, Reyes was 
ranked No. 1 in the world. 
NEUTRAL JUDGES DUE FOR DANCE- 
FEST: To ensure faimess in officiating, 
the Dance Sport Council of the Philip- 
pines will be inviting five International 
Dance Sport Federation licensed adjudi- 
catons (o act as judges in this years 
Midyear Ranking and Competitions on 
Saturday, July 15, at the Philsports Are- 
na. The DSCP is marking it» 10h an 
niversary this yea. 
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Davao pugs rule national junior tourney 


DAVAO DEL NORTE DOMINATED THE 
2006 National Amateur Boxing 
Olympic Festival recently by bagging a 
total of 11 medals at the Mindanao 
Civic Center gym in Tubod, Lanao del 
Norte. 

"The Davaoeños, who fielded a total of 
three teams, won 10 of those medals in 
the junior division with Danile Philip 


Fuentes providing the only senior medal, 
a silver, in the pinweight class. 

Fuentes fell short against Marvin So- 
modio of University of Baguio-Shape Up 
in the finals. Incidentally, Somodio was 
named the best boxer of the meet which 
also served as qualifying for the national 
training pool. 

Supported by Davao del Norte Rep. 


Antonio “Tony Boy” Floirendo, the 
Davaoefios! junior division romp includ- 
ed four gold, three silver and three 
bronze medals for overall honors in the 
‘week-long event participated in by some 
32 teams nationwide. 

Davao del Norte (Asuncion) also 
pocketed two bronze medals in the wom- 
en's class courtesy of pinweights Gemma 


Montera and Anelove Gementiza, 
‘Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines president Manny T. Lopez al- 
so thanked Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda 
Dimaporo and Rep. Bobby Dimaporo for 
the successful hosting of the slugfest that 
was sponsored by Pacific Heights. 
Emerging as gold medalist or Davao del 
Norte were lightly Froilan Saludar (A), fiy 


Jaime Quitoriano (B), bantam Roberto Ud- 
tojan (A) and fly Charlie Suarez (A). The sil- 
ver medalists were lightly Rolando Saider 
(C), fly Rey Saludar (A) and bantam Ronald 
Virtudazo (B). 

Philippine Army won the seniors divi 
sion with six gold and one silver medal, 
while UB-Shape Up topped the women's 
category with a 2-1-1 tally. 


Suico ready 
to slug it 
out with 
champ Diaz 


DONE WITH THE FINAL PHASE OF HIS 
training in Los Angeles, Filipino Randy 
Suico flew to Las Vegas Saturday raring 
to challenge World Boxing Association 
lightweight champion Juan Diaz this 
weekend at the MGM Grand. 

‘Suico (24-2, 21 KOs) had sparred fora |- 
week with former IBF junior light king 
Carlos “Famoso” Hernandez and Urbano 
Antillon in Los Angeles before leaving for 
Las Vegas along with manager Joe Koizu- 
‘mi and trainer Juanito Ablaca. 

"The group will be billeted at the MGM 
Grand. 

Superstar Manny Pacquiao will be at 
ringside to watch Suico battle Diaz, an 
American who is undefeated in 29 fights — E 1 
capped by a unanimous decision of Jose 
Miguel Coto last Apr. 8 at the Thomas 
and Mack Center. 

‘This will be Diaz fourth defense of the 
title he won in 2004. 

Suico, last-minute substiture for in- fb 
jured Mongolian Lakva Sim, had earlier — [i 
visited renowned ortho-dentist Ed dela — | 
Vega, who fitted him with a custom- 
made mouthguard. 

De la Vega had also provided the 
mouthpieces of the Pacquiao brothers 
Manny and Bobby, Rey ‘Boom Boom’ 
Bautista, Z Gorres, Czar Amonsot and 
Diosdado Gabi. Salven L. Lagumbay, 
Contributor 


Koronadal hosts 
2nd Fuentes Cup 


FILIPINO GLENN AGUILAR AND NEW 
Zealander James Robinson will bring their ri- 
valry to South Cotabato in the second Gov. 
Daisy Fuentes Cup Motocross Championship 
slated July 15 and 16 at the Morales grounds 
in Koronadal City 

Aguilar, the county's undisputed motocross 
Jing, is itching for payback after losing to Robin- A 
son în a duel last year in Bacolod. x 
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‘motivated and determined to prove their worth 
against the two fancied riders and win the event 
that serves as one of the highlights of the 
province's 40th Foundation Anniversary and 7th þe 
T'nalak Festival. 

"The six-day T'nalak Festival will actually stare 
Thursday, but the All-Mindanao Taekwondo 
tournament was already held last Saturday due 
toan array of sporting events, 

Out to spoil the Aguilar Robinson showdown 
are Jovie Saulog, Jess Pineda, Popeye Rubi, Don- 
don Yuson and Bebet dela Cruz 

Aside from motocross, which is sponsored by 
San Miguel Corp, and Superferry, other events 
are golf and dance spor. There will also be a 
beauty contest, batie of rhe bands, disco sa calle 
and gay boring event. 


Tomasian tops writing tilt 
 AUNVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS STUDENT 
bested more than 40 aspirants In the ABC-S-PBA —— E 
Press Corps Sportswriing Contest held during the 
semitas ofthe Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine 
Cup. Anthony Andrew Divinagracia bagged the plum, 
beating schoolmate Patick Ondevila and Jonathan 
"rado of De La Sale Unversty-Dasmarias inthe 
annual evert. Gerard Petar Isabelo Q. Santos of Ate- 
neo actually topped the comest but was disqualiied 
ase aeady won test ear Dvnagracia wl receive 
a cash prize ot P5000 he OndevfaandTerrado wil 
‘Qet P3,000 and P2000, respectively, aside from 
plaques during haltime f Game Four between Red 
Bul and Purefoods tomorrow at the Araneta Colse 
um. PBA press corps president Noll Cortez of Malaya, 
People's Journals Gerry Ramos, Daily Tribune's John 
Hernandez I, Tempo's To Taiao and Abante Tots 
Fidel Mangonon IN judged the env in the contest 
backed by Alaska, Red Bul and San Miguel Beer. 
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I thought Wimbledon 
dream's over—Federer 


LONDON—FOUR-IME WIMBLEDON 
champion Roger Federer admitted that 
Rafael Nadal would have dealt a major 
blow to his reputation as the world's best. 
player if he had snatched his All England. 
Club crown. 

"The world number one went into Sundays fi- 
nal burdened by having los four times to the 20- 
year-old Spaniard this year and six times in seven 
career meetings 

His mood was further darkened by the spot- 


light falling on his tough draw as well 
as talk of whether or not he would be. 
able to break Bjom Borgs grasscourt 
winning streak. 

‘Tm very well aware of how im- 
portant this match was for me,” said 
Federer after his 60, 7.6 (7/5), 67 
(2/7), 63 win had extended his 
grasscourt streak to 48 wins, stretch- 
ing back four years. 

"f lose, obviously its a hard blow 
for me. He wins the French Open, 
Wimbledon, back-to-back where I 
was twice in the finals. That hurt. 

“It was important for me to win a 
final against him for a change and 
beat him for a change. At Wimbledon 
1 knew it was going be the place for 
meto doit the easiest way. 

“Tt tumed out to be tough and it 


BEIJING—A SIMPLE TEXT MESSAGE 
CONfirmed to Zheng Jie's mother that 
her daughter had won her second 
grand slam title of the year, and a first 
for China at the Wimbledon champi- 
onships. 

“Ha ha, champions again," read the 
SMS message Zheng sent after she and 
compatriot Yan Zi had beaten Virginia 
Ruano Pascual and Paola Suarez 6-3 3-6 
6-2 to win the women's doubles final in 
the early hours of Monday moming lo- 
cal time. 

Zheng and Yan, who both come from 
Chengdu in Sichuan province, paired up 
to win China's first grand slam tile at 
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LEMONT, ILLINOIS—SOUTH 
African Trevor Immelman sank a 
35-foot birdie putt on the 72nd hole 
Sunday to win the Western Open, 
thwarting an impressive comeback 
by Tiger Woods for his first US PGA 
Tour triumph. 


Chinese girls captur 


shows how much he's improved 
over the last year" 

Nadal had seen off Federer in fi- 
nals this year on hard court in 
Dubai and on clay in Monte Cario, 
Rome and at the French Open. 

But no-one expected Nadal to 
reach the final here after never 
getting beyond the third round in 
previous vst 

Many predicted a stroll for Fed- 
erer. Not him. 

"T came from the loss in Paris 
and then struggled all the way 
through in Halle even though 1 
thought played pretty good, then 
1 looked at the draw here; said 
Federer after his eighth career 
Grand Slam victory and 39th title 
inal, 


YAN Zi (right) and Zheng Jie ina 


victory hug. » 


Immelman curled in his sixth birdie 
of the day while Woods watched from. 
the scorer’s hut to complete a final- 
round 67, four-under par, and finish 
on 13-under 271 for a two-stroke tri- 
Wmph over Woods and Australian 
Mathew Goggin. 
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ROGER Federer exults after winning a point. a 


e doubles 


the Australian Open in January 

Yan's family stayed up into the early 
hours to watch the final and her father - 
a soccer World Cup fan like hundreds of. 
millions of Chinese - missed Italy vic- 
tory in Germany to support his daugh- 
ter. 

“When we saw they didn't win until 
the seventh match point,” Yan's mother 
told the Chengdu Economic Daly. 

"The pairs victory in the final match of 
the fornight on Centre Court capped 
Chinas best ever Wimbledon, with Li 
Na's singles seeding and run to the quar- 
ter-finals both also firsts for the country. 

Reuters 


Immelman pulls through; Woods 2nd 


Immelman became . the- seventh 
first-time winner on the US tour this 
season. His best US showing had been 
a share of fifth at last year’s Masters 
until back-to-back runner-up efforts in 
May at Charlotte and the Byron Nel- 
son. AFP 


Montoya leaves 
FI for Nascar 


JOLIET, ILLINOIS—COLOMBIAN 
driver Juan Pablo Montoya shocked 
the auto racing world Sunday, an- 
nouncing he will depart Formula One 
after this season to race in the Amer- 
ican closed-cockpit oval series 
Nascar. Montoya, a former Indy-car 
star, will leave McLaren Mercedes to 
sign with Chip Ganassi's team in the 
National Association for Stock Car 
Auto Racing (Nascar), the most pop- 
ular form of US auto racing. "When 
people think of moving fram Formu- 
Ta One to Nascar, some people think 
T'm crazy, but I think It's exciting," 
Montoya said. "I think it's a great 
challenge for my career. Coming 
here is probably going to be my 
toughest challenge ever.” Montoya 
has no triumphs this season and on- 
ly two podium finishes, his best 
showing a runner-up effort in May at 
Monaco. AFP 


Lincicome cops 
Ist LPGA plum 


GLADSTONE, NEW JERSEY—AMERI- 
can Brittany Lincicome won her first 
LPGA tournament here Sunday, defeat- 
ing US veteran Juli Inkster 3 and 2 in 
the final of the two million-dollar World 
Match-Play Championship. Lincicome, 
a 20-year-old In only her second tour 
season, beat 16-year-old sensation 
‘Michelle Wie in the quarterfinals and 
dispatched season money leader Lore- 
na Ochoa of Mexico in a Sunday mom- 
ing semifinal before ousting Inkster. 
"Coming through all those players and 
beating all of them, it means I actually 
did deserve to win this tournament and 
| didn't just come through playing low- 
ranked players," Lincicome sald. AFP. 


Yao joins China 
squad's training 
BELIING—INJURED YAO MING 
Joined the China squad's training 
camp in Guangzhou at the weekend, 
raising hopes that he might be fit 
for this month's world champi 
onship in Japan, The 7-foot-six 
Houston Rockets center, his coun- 
try best player, broke is left foot. 
in NBA action in April and returned 

to China last month after surgery. 

"Yao is in good condition. His t- 
covery is better than we had expect- 
fd," Hu Jiashi, general secretary of 
the Chinese Basketball Association 
(CBA), tola Sina.com. Reuters 


; Match-fixing scandal 
aided Italy to victory 
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BERLIN—ITAD'S TRIUMPHANT PLAYERS 
believe the Serie A match-fixing scandal actu 
ally helped them win the World Cup. 

"The Azzuri were crowned champions for a 
fourth time after defeating France in a penalty 
shoot-out after the match had finished 1-1. 

‘Sunday's intriguing contest was over- 
shadowed by the sending-off of France 
playmaker Zinedine Zidane in his last ever 
match for headbutting Marco Materazzi in 
the chest in the second period of extra 
time. 

Italian football has been dragged into the 
mire since the eruption of the match-fixing scan- 
dal. Four clubs—Juventus, AC Milan, Fiorentina 
and Lazio—are suspected of match-fixing in the 
2004-05 season. 

Juventus are almost certain to be relegated, 
while the other three clubs are facing a points 
deduction for the start of next season. The sen- 
tences will be handed down by a sports tribunal 
in Rome on Wednesday. 

"Tm convinced that iit wasnt for the scandal, 
we wouldn't have won the World Cup, said 
midfielder Gennaro Gattuso. 

"t gave us an extra push." Italy captain cap- 
tain Fabio Cannavaro agreed the squad had 
been galvanized by their off field problems. 

“For me this is the highlight of my career" he 
sald, "The lads were great 

"This victory tastes even sweeter given all 
that’s happened over the past few weeks.” 

Striker Luca Toni said winning the World Cup 
went some way to restoring Italian footballs 


ITALIAN midfielder Francesco Totti and 
forward Filippo Inzaghi hoist the World Cup 
trophy. ne 

"1 dont know what to say, irs indescribable. I 
could never have imagined anything like this. 

"We've united Italy from Lombardy to Sicily 
who are celebrating in the piazzas, 

"We came here with a lot of problems and no 
body believed we could do it. Now we are cham 
pions of the word: 

Tay coach Marcello Lippi saluted his players 
fora Herculean effort 


Tanered image. "het say thanks to these great players 
4 Dauered mage, are all summer” said the he said. “They have shown grear heart and de 
Fiorentina striker. 1 termination." AFP. 


Saturday July 15, 2006, 4:00 pm H 
Zidane best player 


BERLIN—FRANCE CAPTAIN ZINEDINE Zi- 
dane won the Fifa Golden Ball award as the 


Swe 


‘Make-up by Costumes by ees outstanding player of the World Cup despite. 
jan being sent off in their final penalties shootout 
AVON dicm gehn dysangeo Errores 
x The prize is decided by media votes at the. 
qoem P 


Zidane received 2012, lalian, capraln - 
Fabio Cannavaro finished second (1,977) anc penser 
pabio Cannavaro foals _/ eo 
‘Brazil and Spain shared the fair play ZINEDINE Zidane (left headbutts alan 
oe Mates use Deut 


Edlans 


TUESDAY, JULY 11, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
Í 


J^ Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
sms feedback: inquirer ent name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or emal us at pr_entertalnment@inquire.com ph 


EREMY MARQUEZ I5 ON CLOUD NINE 
NESCIO aol 
his arms. But when you are walking on 
i you should wareh your steps, Jeremy MICAdO  tertheysaw 
knows that only too well. So he's making sure s pine edition (ABS-CBN Publishing Inc.'s first 
that he's playing ie right this time. Orshouldi demieS She franchise title). “She's som. 
say that he's no longer player? Wd un um ‘dying to geton 
“Alex and I are better than ever” says Jere- flirted wii 
ay “Songs and happier 1 promise ibe : 4 
good and take care of the one ove. ne of respect and celebration of women. "rs 
Lo a onies te rend time ETEN Sexy but ts not just about sex.” 
around, if there's no 
more fooling around. Marquez eae 
Te should be ^| love 
Dotty you, too" and not "T 
Woop love you two.” 
vent... SPELLBINDING 
Jennylyn Mercado - 
was pinpointed by — | —n 
Alex as one of he — ORCI "RSTOUNDINGLY INTENSE: 
many girls who had men 
fired with Jeremy 
Ld She claims that Jen 
s kept sending Jeremy 
Dolly Ann sweet messages even 
Carvajal while she was in the 


US filming "I Luv NY.” 

T cornered Jen about it. She clarified: Jere- 
my asked for my number, I gave him the num- 
ber of my road manager, not mine. I didn’t 
want to embarrass him by not giving any 
number. l'n wary of cell phone bills so when I 
‘was in the States, I hardly texted anybody. | 
hope Alex and I get a chance to talk so 1 can 
prove to her that I'm not the one texting Jere- 
my. But I won't apologize because Pm not 
guilty naman.” If being friends with Jeremy is 
wrong, Jen doesn't want to be a repeat of- 
fender. 


"UNQUESTIOR 


Cover girl 

Angelica Panganiban doesn't deny that 
she's sil not completely over Carlo Aquino. 
‘Their break-up was painful, she says. "Ius not 
easy because we practically grew up together. 
T went through a stage na every 6 pam. I 
would cry because I missed him. Its as if my 
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ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 
FOUR PLANES WERE HIJACKED. 
THREE OF THEM REACHED THEIR TARGET. 
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Just asking 

Could it be true 
that Roxanne Guinoo 
and Joross Gamboa 
have split up? Insd- 
em insist that, on- 
cam, they seem okay 
but off-cam theyve 
been giving each oth- 
er the cold shoulder. 
Have they each 
found another shoul- 
dertocryon? 

Was Heart Evange- 
lista just trying to test 
Jericho Rosales when 
she told him that 
John Estrada had 
wanted to take her 
home one night from 
Capone's while Echo 
was shooting in Las 
Vegas? John knows 
his conscience Is 
clear so he can afford 
to joke about it: “I 
don’t take home girls. 
have them deli 
ered laughs)” 

Jericho confronted 
John about it during 
ihe celebrity pre 
miere of "Superman. 
Returns" Their en- 
counter served as an 
exciting "front acr 
for the movie. Gary 
Valenciano did à 
Clark Kent and paci- 
fied Echo and John. 

“Echo has nothing 
to worry about be- 
cause 1 go for volup- 
tuoùs women," says 
John. "I'd rather not 
elaborate but Echo 
Should ask the people 
who were also at 
Capone's about what 
the situation really 
was that night 
Maybe he would 
even thank me for 
what [told Heart” sa 


Rock concert 
‘TEATROck, this 
: years biggest rock 
concert, is coming on. 
July 15 to the CCP 
open field. Rocks 
biggest bands Pupil, 
Sponge Cola, Hale, 
6Cyclemind, Stone. 
free and Rugis will 
thrill spectators with 
a light and sound 
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Feel the action of SUPERMAN RETURNS... at SM Cinema! 
‘Be one of the 10 lucky winners of SUPERMAN RETURNS premium Hers from 


@ EPSON: 
ley simply matching the questions about our nuparharo wih ni corresponding answers 


What is the name of Sopermon's home planet? 
birth name? 


Who is Superman's love interest? 
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podere monta yahoo om cd a poe 

eor SM emo bonds A oswes usi be ced 
uud cri enis o RIS MINE 


gos 
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MTRCB Rating: G 
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THE NUN Pilipinas Video Music 
SUPERMAN RETURNS surceman reruns | Awards, including 
insiba Best Director and 
ANOSA MAA aea, surenman nerurns | Video of the Year. 
UPERMAN RETURNS The D4yearold 


candidly described 
his debut movie as “a 
school project." 


Light mood 

Since hes almost 
the same age as most 
of his stars (Angelica 


2CHAOS 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
3 LAKE HOUSE 3 LAKE HOUSE 

4THE RENT 4 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
STAKE THE LEAD 

6 THE OMEN 


Perfect Gift” m 
All Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volums purchases! 


Formate ned tenn pni Maat Sr Deptt a 7404 and 


Panganiban, Pauleen 
Luna, Jason Abalos), 
the mood on the set 
was invariably light. 

"We just laughed 
at their bloopers. If 


AMERICAN HAUNTING tay aod Bn. 
their punishment 
wasto feed everyone. 
It was a very relaxed 
set," he said, 
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‘THE SAN Antonio Spurs’ Silver Dancers 


Beauties from Texas 


SIX BEAUTIES FROM  Joscephine willsing the Neapoli- 

Texas—the San Antonio Spurs tan airs "O Sole Mio” and "Toma a 

high-stepping Silver Sorrento"; “With One Look” from 

Dancers—are coming to “Sunset Boulevard”; "Think of 

Manila ga Lal 19 fora Me" and ae You Were 

series of performances. Somehow Here Again” 

at Celebrity Jam, a festi- Suow from "Phantom of the 

val of sports, music and TIME Opera” 

entertainment to high- 

light NBA’ Madness Today 

2006. Julianne and Sitti at Tavern on. 
‘This is the girs’ first trip to the the Square, Greenbelt 

Philippines. They are the fourth Route 70 at Metro Phi Resto- 

NBA dance group to visit in con- bar, Metrowalk Complex, Ortigas 

nection with NBA Madness. Reuben Laurente at Hyatt Re- 
"The Warrior Girls of the Gold- gency's Calesa Bar 

en State Warriors were here in Jojo Aat RJTV Bar 

2003, the Laker Girls 

in 2004, and the Hous- Tomorrow 

ton Rockets Power Brownman Revival 

Dancers in 2005. i at Mugen, Metrowalk, 

í S Onigas 

SM music fest |. "anjo at 70s 
SM Megamall pre- Bistro, Call 434.3597 

sents soprano b E RJ at Discovery 

Josephine Gomez j o Suites’ Serendipity 

and guest flutist Ray jj^ Lounge 

Stews pincer. bg TRE Dorques and 

los Perion and key. Mf Session Road at 1 

boardit Onard LAY em oom e Square, 

Bonaverte at the Atri- Greenbelt3 

um of SM Megamall IOSCEPHINE Juan Miguel Sal- 

Bldg. A today at 5 p.m. vador at Metro Phi 
Dubbed “Classical Journey” the Restobar, Metrowalk Complex, Or- 

concert of popular opera arias, das. tigas 

sical songs and Broadway hits is 

fone of the shows lined up for the July 13 

malls Mega Music Festival. Brownman Revival at “70s 

Bistro. Call 434-3597 
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SNEAK PREWIEWS TODAY! 
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By Irene R. Sino Cruz 
: PDI Visayas Bureau 


C EBU CITY—GARY VALEN- 


GIU 


RATE 


1218.330. 645, 1000 


ciano, Mr. Pure Energy, said 

goodbye to his fans recently 
during a free concert at the Ayala 
Center here ... but not before he 
and his son Gab rocked the hall 
and sent them cheering. 

Gary said it could be his last performance in 
Cebu for along while, since his family was 
ing to the United States and stayi x the first 
full quarter of the year. 

Gary wowed young and old alike, as he al- 
ways did when he came around. They sang with 
him when he dished out his popular ballads, 
and rocked to the beat when he shifted to a 
dance mode. 


‘Showdown 

His “dance showdown" with Gabriel, or 
"Gab," proved he could stil shake it. To the 
crowd's applause, he sang “Wait Forevez" carri- 
er single of his latest album, "Relevance." The 
song was composed by Cebuano Jude Gitamon- 
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Gee RETURNS. 
“SUPERMAN RETURNS 


Come to SHANG'S SEASON-ENDER SALE from JULY 44-341 
‘Enjoy up to 75% OFF on selected tems! 
Geta chance to win exciting przes in me 
“SHOP, PICK AND WIN" promo during the sala period. 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr 


HIS SUPERVISING PRODUCER ROSELLE 
Monteverde-Teo was the first to point out that. 
“White Lady” director Jeffrey Jeff” Tan could 
beatad OC. 

“A bona fide perfectionist," Teo said. "He 
used up 32 tapes. If you were to convert that. 
to film stock, it would be over a hundred 
thousand feet of film.” 

Tan exerted no effort to deny this. 

“This is an action-packed, effect 
movie,” he said. "Since I followed the script, I 
had to shoot one scene from different an- 
gles.” 


TOR MONI A RESERVATION, RS, CAL 721-722 OR 721-438 


OPENS TOMORROW 


Nakakatawa. Nakakaiyak. 
Katulad ng Tunay na Buhay! 


Gateway Sim 


producer tries the movies ; 


ARANETA CENTER 


SON, left, and father wow young and old in Cebu show. 


doc, who did five of the songs in the album. 

Ina press conference after the concert, Gary V 
said the plan to relocate to the US came about af- 
ter a meeting with songwriter/record producer 
Craig Jensen and an offer of the Jesus Is Lord 
‘Movement (JIL) for him to do a 45-city world 
tour 

Jensen, who brought Fra Lippo Lippi to the 
county recently, had urged Gary to reach a 
wider audience for his gospel songs. 
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TAN: From music video 
to big screen. 
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asy 12, Wed. PBA PHILIPPINE CUP FINALS | 
7:10 pm PUREFOODS vs RED BULL | 


You can choose your friends 
but not your relatives 
written and directed by 


JOSE JAVIER REYES 


a SEIKO Films Presentation 


For Ucker inquiries please al TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www tcketnet com ph 


COLISEUM 


MVP CUP 2 - ASIA vs EUROPE 
July 14 - 16. Fri - Sun . 4 pm 


ndis pei tnts DRIFTING TO VICTORY 


Gary said Js offer convinced him it was time 
to do jus that. In March or April next year, the. 
tour stars, he said. In between, he wil be doing 
some recordings 

Gary said he was excited about the planned 
move, "o promote my inspirational songs there,” 
but admitted he was finding it difficult to leave 
old friends behind. And so for him, he said, the 
prospect is “bittersweet” 

In the US, the singer said, he intended to study 
music production and sound engineering—for 
both CD and fim. 


Jeff Tan’s big ‘school project’ 


Meticulous 


Good thing he used a high-definition cam- 
era, a Sony CineAlta. 


produces images with high resolution 
and, since you can attach a film lens to it, it al 
so offers a good depth of field,” he said. “Its 
almost like using a 35mm film camera." 

‘True to his meticulous ways, he prepared, 
with the help of a computer animator, 2,000 
storyboard images 

He explained: “Storyboards are helpful in 
shooting scenes that require lots of special ef- 
feci. It allows the director to estimate a 
scene's length, down to the last second. It also 
makes the shoot more cost-efficient.” 

Tan said he gave his all in making "White 
lady" Like the proverbial kid in the candy 
store, he had a ball toying with the different 
F/X computer programs of post-production 
house Ignite Media. 


Post-prod 

“There are over 300 shots of effects in this 
movie, Thats approximately 30 minutes of 
special effects," he said, adding that post pro- 
duction took two to three months in the F/X 
sodio. 

He also pulled out all the stops in creating 
the trailer. 

“it was made by three Chinoys," he said 
jokingi referring to trailer editor John Wong, 
producer Teo and himself. “Since Roselle was 
in the United States at that time, John and I 
would e-mail her rough cuts of the trailer via 
Video streaming.” 

A Multimedia Arts graduate at the De La 
Salle University-College of Sain Benilde, Tan 
started directing at 17. 

"My mom (he late Bella Tan of Universal 
Records) wanted to put up her own produc- 
tion company to make music videos for her 
artists," he recalled. 


Inreverse 

The self-taught filmmaker surfed the Net, 
read tons of books, interviewed directors and 
cinematographers and studied every medium 
available, from DV to film. 

He has made music videos for artists as di- 
verse as Jay-R and Orange and Lemons. 

For Jed Madela's “How Can 1 Fall” Tan en 
visioned the balladeer free-falling from a 
skyscraper. 

Tan reported: "We shot the video in re 
verse, Jed's challenge was to sing it back 
wards. While we had two months to prepare, 
he only had two weeks to memorize the lyrics 
in reverse. We even had a computer laptop on 
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Net FDI flow hit 
$500M in first 4 mos. /B4 
m Oil tariff goes 

back up to 3% /B6 


Gov't debt 
approaches 
P4-T mark 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS OUT. 
standing debts inched up slightly to P3.996 
trillion in April from a month ago, as the de- 
preciation of the peso increased the value of 
its foreign liabilities. 

"The latest debt level was 0.8-percent higher 
than the P3.962 trillion recorded in end-March, 
a report by the Bureau of the Treasury showed. 

T divided among the estimated 85.3 million 
population of the country, each Filipino would 
have a share of P46,846 of the debt burden. 

Ofthe debts as of April, 45 percentor P1.81 
trillion were owed to foreign creditors, while 
the bigger chunk of P2.19 trillion were liabii- 
ties to loca institutions. 

Domestic debts in April were the same as the 
previous month's, but foreign liabilities reflected 
a month-on-month rise. In March, foreign debts 
stood 1.9 percent lower at only P1.772 trillion. 

The Treasury said the increase in foreign 
debts was due mainly to the depreciation of the 
peso oni a month-on-month basis. Government 
documents showed that while the peso aver- 
aged at 51.219 against the dollar in March, the 
local currency dropped to 51.36 in April. 

Domestic debis are normally raised from reg- 
ular auctions of government securities, mostly 
treasury bills and bonds. Foreign liabilities, on 
the other hand, are accumulated by floating 
sovereign bonds in the international capital 
market or by being given official development 
assistance by foreign institutional lenders. 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz earlier said 
that it had been the government's policy of 
borrowing more from local sources to limit the 
exposure to foreign exchange risk. A deprecia- 
tion of the peso makes it costlier for the gov- 
ernment to pay its dollar-denominated debts. 

‘The Treasury also reported that the nation- 
al government's contingent debts hit P580.9 
billion as of end-April, 1.8-percent higher 
than the P570.5 billion as of end-March. 

Contingent debts are borrowings undertak- 
en by government-owned and -controlled 
corporations (GOCCs) and government fi 
nancial institutions (GFls) that are guaran- 
teed by the national government. 


CURRENCIES 


[pa 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


As 015 pm. dy 102006 


GOLD: $629.00-629.50, 
per once HongKong 10,2006 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY SURGED TO A TWO-MONTH 
high of 52.12 to a dollar as offshore investors snapped up 
Asian currencies on expectations of a monetary tightening 


Peso surges to 52.12 to a dollar 


Across the Asian region, currencies 
tallied against the dollar, led by the 
Japanese yen after weak employment 
data in the US bolstered expectations 
the Federal Reserve may soon pause the 
series of interest rate increases seen 


over the last two years. 


cycle in Japan and the opposite in the United States. Investors also dumped the greenback 


=] Regional currencies rally as US Fed seen halting rate hikes 


in favor of the yen and other Asian cur] 
rencies on expectations of an interest 
Tate increase by the Bank of Japan later 
this week, the Arst in nearly six years. | 
“The local currency opened strong a 
52:15, hitan intra-day low of 52.20 and, 
a high of 52.085 against the greenback 
"Bo 


Enjoy high time deposit rates 
without locking up your money. 


Open a Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit. 
Now enjoy the best of both worlds: the power of a high-yleld time 
deposit and the convenience to withdraw anytime. 


The new Citibank Withdrawable Time Deposit is a one-year term 
deposit that allows you to break your placement into a maximum 
of 10 certificates, with a minimum of P50,000 per certificate. Now 
you can withdraw the amount you need - when you need it. 


Interest rate 
on amount withdrawn 
before maturity*** 


Interest Rate 
for 1year 


Minimum Booking 
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(Gestock maka eporton age 62) 
Stocks down 
on profit-taking 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.85-PERCENT 
Jower.yesterday as investors took profits on 
last week's gains aftar losses on Wall Street 
Friday and on continuing tensions after North 
Korea's missile launches, dealers sa. 

"They said Wall Street's downtur ater a 
‘mixed US jobs report genorally undercut the re- 
‘lon and local investors chose the saer option 
Of taking some cash of the table as rest 

STOCKS/52 


P500,000* 695 p.a.** 3% p.a.** 


You can also avail of a Citibank U.S. Dollar Witndrawable Time Deposit, 
Please call Citibank for applicable interest rates, 


Visit any of our Citibank branches or call 894-7152 in Metro Manila 
or 234-9037 in Metro Cebu. Log on to www.citibank.com.ph 
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US economy slowing, inflation rising 


Eight weeks ago, foreign investors pulled out 
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THE BANGKO SENTRAL WANTS THE BOARDS 
‘ofall the banks todo... well litle work 

Believe it ot not, according to the draft 
rales of the BSR the highly paid board mem- 
bers must lay down the policies on the risks to 
be taken by the banks. 

Does that mean the BSP is finally getting 
strict on what kind of people the banks con 
put in their boards? Well, under the new 
rules, at least a director must know something 
about bank risks. 

‘But wait a minute, this is the same BSP that 
refuses to lift a finger against an everybody- 
knows-it kind of “conflict of interest” among 
board members ofthat celebrated bank called 
EPCIB. 

“Tessie Sy daughter of mall operator Henry 
Sy, founder ofthe SM group, has been launch- 
ing all sorts of schemes to take over EPCIB. 
She was trying to force the schemes on EPCIB 
stockholders such as the GSIS and the SSS. 
She simply wanted the group's own Banco de 
Oro to absorb EPCIB. In other words, the SM 
group did not want to put up cash for the 
takeover, 

‘Yer at the same time, while Tessie Sy is doing 
those things, control of the same object of her 
desite-EPCIB.-belongs to her and the SM 
group. I this would happen in other countries, 
people would already be in jail by now, 

"he BSP is making an assist-pass to the 
SEC, claiming that the “conflict-ofinterest" 
issue was an intra- corporate dispute to be re- 
solved by the SEC. What? 

You mean, public interest is not involved 
here? Let's not even talk about the P20 billion 
of SSS and GSIS funds invested in EPCID. 
‘What if, to drop the valuation of EPCIB down, 
toa fire-sale bargain, the SM group as manag- 
er would run itto the ground? 

In my book, when somebody is in a position 
to ruin a bank to his or her advantage, its al- 
ways a matter of public interest. Well, the bank 
accepts deposits from the public, doesn't it? 

‘And so what is this 
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‘ract-peddling group that won the PSALM- 
conducted bidding for the Masinloc power 
plant 

YNN failed to meet its commitments under. 
the bidding rules. And so, according to Teves, 
this cute administration of Gloriaetta can just. 
forfeit the $14-million bond of YNN but, at 
the same time, give YNN a 30-day extension 
to meet its commitments. 

Question: What if YNN meets the commit- 
ments after 30 days, must this cute adminis- 
tration give back the forfeited $14-million 
bond? Another question: If this cute adminis- 
tration does not give back the bond, shall 
YNN sue it? Still another question: If YNN 
cannot fulfill the contract after those 30 days, 
‘what will be the penalty? There's no more 
bond to forfeit, right? So what? 

Look, the forfeiture is the penalty for YNN's 
failure to meet its commitments in the con- 
tract. If YNN fulfils its commitments after 
those 30 days, the condition for the forfeiture 
will no longer exist. 

Thus, the bright idea of Teves can turn off. 
investors because it further erodes the credi- 
bility of this cute administration. 

Under the Masinloc sale contract, YNN 
‘must give an upfront payment of $227 mil- 
lion. Again-that’s UPFRONT! It should have 
been given right after the award of the con- 
tract, period, 

‘Almost two years later, YNN still has to 
make the upfront payment because it did not 
have the money simply because it was just a 
"deal broker.” 

‘That's why things get messed up. The au- 


new rule about the 
BSP's assigning "ac- 
countability” to the 
boards of the banks? 
It is just for the BSP 
to comply with inter- 
national standards in 
banking. Its just a 
press release thing, 
with the BSP paying 
lip service to public 
protection and all 
that. Actually, imple- 
menting the rules is 
something else. 
Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves just 
came up with a bril- 
liant idea on how this. 
country could tum 
off more investors. 
‘The good secretary 
just dipped his finger 
into the scandal fea- 
turing the YNN con- 
sortium, the con- 
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thorities do not follow the rules that they themselves set 
up. YNN did not follow the rules from the start. How 
could a company like YNN, with a capital just enough for 
a tricycle, be allowed to bid-and even declared the win- 
ner--in the privatization of a plant worth billions of pe- 
sos? 

‘There's only one answer, and that is, PSALM was and 
stillis sleeping with YNN, And now PSALM wants to give 
YNN another chance because of the letter from 
Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi, who is help- 
ing the Malaysian firm Ranhill. 

“Todo the YNN-Ranhill deal and please Badawi, there- 
fore, PSALM must violate its rules against public interest. 


Okay then, for a fair exchange, les all go to Malaysia 
and mess up that country’s rules, I am sure they won't 
mind our returning the favor. 

‘Whatever happens in the court case against the Com- 
clec on the ACM (automated counting machines), if 
something was really wrong in the project, this country 
must still pursue election automation. It is the only way 
we can prevent suspicions of massive cheating in future 
elections. And to do that, all we need to do is, everybody 
should just shut up for a while 

Really if something was wrong in the Comelec's ACM 
project way back in 2004, hundreds of people should an- 
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ENTREPRENEURIALIELNANCERIMS: 
ESTABLISHING THE ENTERPRISE 
AUGUST 22 - 25, 2006 


Program Overview. 

For owners,entrepreneurs managers, senior finance. 
officers of small, medium enterprises (SMEs). This 
course aims to provide participants the basic tools 
foranalyzing the enterprises financial performance, 
‘managing enterprise funds and financial planning 
and budgeting, 


Course Coverage 
Learning the basic tools for: 


Analyzing Enterprise Financial Performance 

* Understanding and Constructing Financial 
Statements 

* Financial Analysis 

* Funds Flow Analysis 
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‘GROWING THE ENTERPRISE 
SEPTEMBER 19 -22, 2006 


Program Overview. 

Forowners,entrepreneurs, managers senior finance. 
officers of small, medium enterprises (SMEs). This . 
course aims to enable participants to organize and 
align the finance functions and strategies towards 
greater growth and assured sustainability of the 
enterprise. 


Course Coverage 
Learning the intricacies and relationship of: 


Financial and Business Direction 

* Finance Functions 

* Linking Policies and Strategies 

* Assessing Financial Performance 

+ Pursuing Growth and Sustainability. 


Investmentand Growth 


With Payroll Pro, you can save yourself the hassle of endless paperwork regarding 
Employee pay, not to mention a web of employer's obligations, government reports. 
‘such as SSS, alphalst, PHIC, W2 plus bank submissions for employee ATM accounts. 


Updated SSS, PHIC, tax exemplion and withholding tax tablo 
Can handie multiple shits 
‘Automatic computation of ih month and quit claim 
ranting of paysip on a monthty semi-montnly and weekly basis 
Repori comptant to government farmat 
Dakote submissions to SSS, PHIC and HOMF 
Diskette submissions lo bank for ATM Register 
Selected reports can be customized through Crystal Report® 
{Automate ereation of payrol journal entes to be imported in any 
accounting software 
«+ Muliusr Feature (capabily to be accessed simultaneously) 
T Password controled access by module and by rank 


Payroll Pro is Fully Integrated 
to All Mustard Seed Time 
Keeping Devices 


FOR SALES OR DEALERSHIP INQUIRIES CONTACT: 
M +63(2) 533-1562 | 533-3612 


CEUUSUOP — 533-6040 | 534-1529 | 533-4095 


Managing Enterprise Funds 

* Working Capital Management 

* Financial Forecasting 

+ Estimating Financial Requirements 


* Translating Strategies to Investments 
* Analyzing Investment Options 
* Assessing Business Risk 


Finance and Stability 

* Matching Financing to Investments 
* Structuring Capital Requirements 

* Assessing Financial Risk 


Managing Cost & Profit 
* Cost Volume Analysis 
* Product Line Analysis 

* Break-even Analysis 
Control and Performance Steering 

* Analyzing Information Needs 

* Setting up Management Control System. 
* Business Game 


Financial Planning and Budgeting 
* Master Budgeting 

* Operating Budget 

* Cash Budget 
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For inquiries and reservation, Ms. Luvy Villanueva / Ms. Liza Ayalde 
Tel +632 892-4011 to 25 ext 187, 252,22; Telefax + 632 813-3302 
Emaik aceGaim.edu; Ivillanueva@aim.edu; mayalde@aim edu 
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Take charge of your financial future. 
Do your own trading—online. 


Get your free 7-day trial password 
and sign up for a free seminar. 


Log on today. 
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Seminar on foreclosure 
‘THE CENTER FOR GLOBAL BEST PRACTICES WILL 
hold a seminar on assot foreclosures on Aug. 4, 
2006 a The Peninsula Manila, Makati Cy. 

‘The "Defensive and Offensive Strategies Against 
Asso Foreclosures" seminar ams at informing partici- 
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pants howto fight unjust asset foreclosures and em- 
‘ly the best legal techniques against these. 

"The event features discussions on recent court rul- 
Ings in favor ofthe borrowers, updates on rehabilitation 
proceedings as well as on properties sold under the 
Special Asst Vehicle law, and suspension of payments. 

Lawyers Jim V. Lopez, author ofa book on asset 
protection law, and Arturo de Castro wil teach partici- 
pants effective strategies against asse foreclosure. 

For further Information, contact 842-7148 or 59 
and wwa.ogbp.org, 


UBP-TIM partnership 
UNIONGANK OF THE PHILIPPINES HAS SUCCESS- 
futy implementat CardPro—a complet card and 
Payment processing solution. 

"The rollout was done through System Access 
Genesys (SAG), which developed CardPr, and Total 
Information Management (TIM) Corp, a systems inta- 
‘ato for banking solutions. 

CardPro replaced Urlonanks malntrame-based 
legac system. With CardPro, UBP further leverages 
cn advanced information technology to pursue s key 
‘mare ferentiation strategy that based on contin- 
ous innovation and unparalled customer service- 

'CardPro is expected to enable he anto develop 
and introduce innovative credit and del car proi 
ts that woud exceed customer expectations, said 
UBP Credit Card 


CrimsonLogic’s e-stamping 
CRIMSONLOGIG PHILIPPINES, AN APPLICATION 
Service provider , wil introduce electronic stamp- 
ing to banks and government agencies to help 
them meet their revenue targets and improve doc- 
umentar stamp tax (DST) colection aor 

"so caled e-stamping. Lis a francia service that 
‘enables financial and govemment nsttutons to pro- 
‘cass documents through the temet. t can generate 
‘management reports and accomplish reportorial re- 
qurerents for e tax collecting agency talons in- 
ston to analyze the data coleced and develop and 
implement strategic policies enabling the agencies to 
meel and exceed their revenue targets- 

“Te system stamps documents electronical by Is- 
suing a secure stamp cortiicate via the temet tro- 


Regulators start preparing 
for digital TV age 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGULATORS 
have set in motion a plan that may, in time, 
cause the phase-out of traditional televi- 
sion signals and bring the local broadcast 
industry into the digital TV age. 

"The National Telecommunications Com- 
mission (NTC) will circulate before the end 
of this month a consultative document 
among major players in the Industry to 
help the agency come up with standards for 
the country’s foray into digital TV, NTC 
Commissioner Ronald O. Solis said in a 
meeting with executives of Samsung Corp., 
a leading manufacturer of digital TV equip- 
mentin Korea. 

Solis said the consultative documentand 
the comments it would generate from in- 
dustry stakeholders—broadcast firms, 
equipment manufacturers, potential con- 
tent providers and consumer groups- 
would help regulators define the standards 
and parameters of the new technology. 

NTC' approach to the introduction of 
this new technology will mimic its moves 
when it set the policies for the third-gener- 
ation (3G) mobile phone networks last 
year, he said. 

Digital DTV is a new type of broadcast- 
ing technology that is expected to trans- 
form traditional television delivery plat- 
forms. By transmitting the information 
used to make a TV picture and sound as 
"data bits like a computer, a digital broad- 
cast can carry more information than is 


currently possible with analog technology. 

‘The technology will allow the transmis- 
sion of pictures with higher resolution for 
better picture and sound quality than cur- 
rently available or the transmission of sev- 
eral “standard definition” TV programs at 
once, called multicasting.” 

Standard definition digital TV pictures 


said yesterday. 


‘THE PHILIPPINES POSTED $500 
million in net foreign direct in- 
vestments in January to April this 
year, flowing mainly to the real 
estate, banking, manufacturing 
and construetion sectors. 

‘The amount was 2.7 percent 
higher than the $487 million reg- 
istered in the same period last 
year, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 


For the month of April alone, net 
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Net FDI flow hit $500M in first 4 mos. 


BSP says investors remain upbeat on RP investment climate 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


"The reinvested camings ac- 
count was also rising as foreign 
banks opted to retain their earnings 
in local branches,” Tetangco said. 

Net equity inflows amounted to 
$280 million during the four-month 
period which was, however, lower 
than the $467 million ast year. 

"The United States and Japan re- 
mained the top contributors of long- 
term foreign equity investments. 

A mew global phenomenon 
called south-to-south flows, charac- 
terized by increased capital flus 
between developing counties, has 


would be similar in clarity and detail tothe | FDI inflows to the country was $70 opened up opportunities for the 
best TV pictures being received and dis- | million which was, however, lower Philippines to hedge against exter- 
played today using the current analog | thanAprilastyears$101 milion. nal shocks by attracting more stable 
broadcast system and TV receivers. The | “Investors remained upbeat on investments. 


technology can also be used to provide in- 
teractive video and data services, including 
Internet connections, that are impossible to 
do with the analog technology. 

‘The NTC chief noted that there were sev- 
eral digital TV markets competing for dom- 
inance in the budding industry, and that 
the consultation process would help regu- 
lators determine which standard was best. 
suited for the local environment. 

“We want to look at the US, Korean, and 
European models," he said. 

"Everybody around the world is migrat- 
ing to digital TV we we have to look at this, 
too,” he said. 

Solis said the matter of when digital TV 
would take off in the local market would. 
depend, to a large extent, on how fast the. 
prices for the service and the technology 
would down to make them affordable to 
the average consumer. 

"Samsung is the first group invited to 
give a presentation on the matter,” Solis 
told officials of the Korean firm. 


ries, power 


sponding 


places the existing impressed or physical stamp ona 
document. Details ike transaction amount and de- 
“scription, payor / payes information are printed on the. 
certificate with the amount of DST paid. 


RIVIERA GOLF CLUB, INC. 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez ago level, sources said. 


the country’s investment climate 
given the improved fiscal position 
atising from the surplus registered 
in April, strong macroeconomic 
fundamentals and 

pected first quarter performance of 
corporations," Tetangco said. 

Unlike portfolio inflows, which 
are more volatile, FDIs representin- 
vestments in brick-and-mortar busi- 
nesses that are usually capital- and 
Jabor-intensive such as those spent 
for the construction of new facto- 

plants and call centers. 

Tetangco noted that the 2.7- 
percent expansion in net FDIS in 
the first four months of the year 
was a result of higher surplus in 
the "other capital" account, repre- 
senting inter-company accounts 
between investors and their corre- 
principals, 
‘which amounted to $184 million 
during the four-month period ver- 
sus only $11 million a year ago. 


Jollibee earmarks $1M for US store 


betterthan-ex- 


foreign 


BSP director for research llumi- 
nada Sicat said in the case of FDis to 
the Philippines, the most significant 
increases in the last five years came 
from newly industrializing coun- 
tries (NICs). She said FDI flows to 
the country were going to manufac- 
turing, real estate and banking. 
Based on BSP data, FDI flows from 
three Asian NICs - South Korea, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan - to the Philippines 
surged to $2581 million in 2005 
from only $48.70 million in 2000. 
The GDF 2006 noted that the 
growing FDI flows between devel- 
‘oping countries in recent years had 
compensated for the cuts in FDI 
flows from First World countries 
“South-o-south capital flows 
have also opened opportunities for 
low income countries, as develop- 
ing country investors are often bet- 
ter than the others in handling the 
special risks encountered in poor 
countries; the GDF said. 


s Apex net loss 


hit P9.9M in Q1 


‘Martin L. Español, analyst at on- 
line broker 2TradeAsia.Com, said 
in a research report that Jollibee's 
net income might hit P1.66 billion 


NOTICE OF SALE OF DELINQUENT RGCI SHARES AT AUCTION 
NOTICES HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE RIVIERA GOLF CLUB. INC. WILL SELL THE FOLLOWING DELINQUENT 
SHARES AT A PUBLIC AUCTION PURSUANT TO THE BY-LAWS, FOR NON-PAYMENT OF THE MONTHLY 
prs 


JOLLIBEE FOODS CORP IS SET- 
ting aside about $1 million for its 
store expansion in the United 


SHARES OF APEX MINING CORP WERE YES- 
terday/s biggest winners at the stock market 
following the lifting of the company’s month: 


"NN Bate Agra States beginning this year, this yea, almost thesameasitsnet long trade suspension. 

NOM C NC E Ami Aue Amer Sources told the noun income of P1.7 bilion in 2005. ‘Shares of Apex were among those suspend 

n NE RE NN AAO Jollibee is slated to open its Jollibee chair Tony Tan Caktiong ed by the Philippine Stock Exchange on June 
Dp NE M. p E Aas s 

h E 3E A kimo Aia Aima A104 11th US store in Panorama City, earlier said he expected thisyearto 1 for their failure to meet reportorial require 

[AN M. 21 71 California on July 22. bea “difficult year” forJollibee due ments. 

Aig, cae nea E I CC ts Ene ap isspedng upto $480 000for ro weak consumer spending m — Apes A share price surged 25 erent 

Son smo Bonm E Boz M Boo isstore i higher coss of ies P3.75 per share. Apex B shares also soared 

Bow gon cowe Goms cow cmu cmm C ie company is also setting up The Jollibee Food Group gener- 23.3 percent to P3.70 a share. 

coms com cow coo cme Com Cue i is 12th US store in Las Vegas, ated consolidated revenue of P7.6 Apex said itincurred a net loss of P9.9 million 

| kie mio aoa Awo Amas Aang Ato Bome to around 40/000 ih, bilion in te fist guare, p 6 inthe fir quer of yen p from PS. mil 

pP NE NE Aom miee An in thefirst quarter of 2007. Jollibee percent year on year, driven by ad- lion in the same period last year. Apex incurred 

Mu me aoe Me S ee Mm es will occupy a 250-square meter lot, ditional stores and earnings from a net loss of P46 million last year . As of Decem 

n Aue Ame Aiow Ameo NE ATG next to a planned new branch of its newly acquired bakeshop, Red ber last year, the company’s current liabilities 

Ami Aos Aore Ars Aoma AIBA Asse AITO 


Red Ribbon Bakeshop. The Las Ve- 
gas store will cost about $400,000. 

Sales at Jollibee's stores in the 
United States have been brisk, 
growing by as much as 44 percent 
in the second quarter over year- 


Ribbon. Jollibee opened 37 new 
stores in the first quarter: 13 for 
Jollibee; nine for Chowking; five 
for Red Ribbon; three for China's 
fast food chain Yonghe King; and 
one in Dubai for Chowking. 


exceeded current assets by P86 million. 

For the first quarter of 2006, some P52.9 
million was advanced by company affiliates 
P10.4 million from Mapula Greek Gold Corp, 
P23.4 million from Teresa Crew Gold Phils 
Inc, and P19 million from Crew Mineral 
Phils. The amount was used for the rehabilita 
tion ofthe mining firm's plant ste. 


[NE 
THE AUCTION DATE IS SET ON JULY 14,2008 AT 10.00 AM. AT THE TEE PAVILION. RGCI SIANG; CAVITE, 
RU INTERESTED PARTIES MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE BIDDING, PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED. 
TO REGISTER WITH THE CLUB PRIOR TO THE ACTUAL TIME OF BIDDING 

(Sod) ATTY. ROLANDO G. BORJA 


jpoi- cv t. 2006) CORPORATE SECRETARY 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS afi —Renuote of tho Phippines ‘Apex controls a mineral property in Mac: 
Eee GT NG EDUKASYON AV Department of Agriculture Municipality, Co mpostela Valley in Easter 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION Ti NATIONAL IRRIGATION ADMINISTRATION Mindanao. its mining licenses cover abou: 
PROCUREMENT SERVICE. prm Regen 1 CARAGA, Bancasi, Ban Cty 5,000 hectares. ‘Elizabeth L Sanchez 
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Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 

“The DepE0-Bis and Awards Commitee (BAC) rwtes shal bers to apply for lity and o blo supp of 
‘Tenses wiin board and lodging accommodations conference rooms for workshops, trainings, oF seminars 


‘oom $B, sh Floor, Mab ig ep Coe, le Avene, Pasig y. INVITATION TO FOR PREQUALIFICATION 


Breaktime 


From page B3 
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e snspicocine:,  psencusenipum d Urn doy ; 
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We] "ect" [M binne] me | Ssomusion | Conroe oea conpame Sn) SEAE vane consultation with Namfrel, the civil society, 
No ep pax | Nee | conzattabe) | Dense” {757 Sina tng ent of tm Peon has vestn a ban tomia Aen | the T community and a battalion of technica! 
oe ineraipeee | Opera Facer sn ASD mds Coun Premi Pn | advisers 

€ : crepe cats Copararssenctopeenaaitazinongsepemenscte | A 
i oe pero e asna And they say all sorts of bad things about 
‘Seminar Workshop on Public Rai | Php 440.0000 2 Teananal etes cras aimes | the project today, such as the machines do not 

+ | Resortsony & Grek Preventon | 109 | Proven TES E M : 


[easoemmend epounconretacages 
Gaora o rk ec Monats Prope and SanFrance ol 
tese matin Cainer tara ugaas menase Fudge 
recrestorrrtun repa ceni dem Lo Nan Conai enang Iure 
neseredums fnetgetelcenmeiqarpougetmrgecidio testo 
p 


work. Unfortunately, Mega Pacific got a 100- 
percent accuracy rating from the DOST. In 
fact, the DOST said the Mega Pacific system 
was technically superior to that of the LOS- 
ING bidder. There-that’s another gover 


Sapt 6-7, 2008/800-HROS z 

Basic Engish Trani Tor Now Suus | Php 420,000 00 

2 | Teaching Personnel Sept. 2628, | 100 | Ciy 
2009 SB0-HROS 

Training on GAD Program on 


Tagayay | Pho 60090000 


a | preventan fence Aan | yg | em AE e righ ema ment agency involved in the project. It d 
^ro ia 10:0 am. HI ws serves lethal injection, right? 
“Training on GAD program on Davao | Pho 60000000 E Care oraria eum s FII Come on, the problem is that the Supreme. 
«| Provenon'o vince Agta | yg | “ES Ens NN eed Court did not even allow the Comelec 1 
Woven and dare Ot 2427, Ferrers y aian hano sarai o ape 13 AMAA stis id 
Brea Boones aha Mee Serres aaa aaen | femonstrate how the AGHs worked. Bo why 
É iste as Ppp ond Tm don't we let Comelec demonstrate them now 
‘Training on GAD Program on ‘Tagaytay | Php $52,000.00 io & The Prequahficavon Forma, in Enghsh language. ray bo purchased by aninierostod Applicant 


Copia. 


to the public? If the ACMs work, we all should 
pur 


shutup. 

The truth is, the Comelec followed all the 
bidding and technical procedures that we'« 
devised during the consultation, Out of 50. 
bidders, only two got passing marks, name. 
the eventual winner Mega Pacific and Total 


s | Montano and Evaloson Nov 14- | 115 | cay 
E 2008/ s00-HROS: 
Training on GAD Program on Tauben | Prp 56200000 
a | Monon anatvetston Nov.28- | 118 | Uy. 
30. 2000/S00-HRDS 
Training on GAD Program on 


Montong and Evauaton Dec. 12- 
7 | Seraoon/SoD-HRDS. Es 
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Hepeteren Senses Pakage? 

cayman isa tec Prof Go Cara Poca nornir man OOH, 

Fear is timui 2008 Tht ltr sbttossuted sien 
"heer 


Davao Gay | Php 05,0000 


Training s Development| | ams iy] Pip S05 80000 Information management or TIM. 
a | rneiog Gum Yor Guance | n EEROR AELA AAS eg The government stood to save something 
Lr-rot dd aeui OA like P2.3 billion by awarding the project 1 
END icum jega Pacific, and so the Comelec awarde 

“raining om aaa Phe aaa Mega Pacific, and so the Comelec awarded 


the contract to the company. 

But the loser apparently could not take 
So they went ro some influential people inthe 
business community, denounced the biddin 
as "cooked," and the Comelec as crooked. 

And the test is history. We all know what 
happened. The Supreme Court stopped the 
project. And now we question the credibility 
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Next time, if space permits, we'll tell yis 
about the insurance playboy's affair with a 
woman who claims ownership of a lot ii 
Makati, which lot the playboy used for bust 
ness to the chagrin of the woman's in-laws, 


i699) ENGR RAFAEL A ALAS UR. 


DepED-BAC reserves In right 1o accep! or ject any or ali bd. to anml the bidding proces, o declaro fatur of pus 


dong a ony tmo prior o contact awara tout thereby neumig any lab one fcleg partes 


(840) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 
ansiar Secretary and BAG Charperson 
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On the instruction of Premiere Printing Co., Inc. 


ONLINE AUCTION SALE 
High Quality Printing Equipment 
Sale Closin 3th July 2006 at 20:00¢cT 
At Premiere Printing Co, Inc. - #18, 1st Avenue, 
Bagumbayan. Taguig, M.M. 
Inspection: Monday 3rd Thursday 13th July 2006 
from am to Spm or earlier by appointment 
> HEDELDERG Speedmaster SMP (2000), HEIDELBERG MOV 
PRINTING 59) Reconditoned by HEIDELBERG (2006) C) HEIDELBERG 
Sfrtoe VO tone (19091990) Four Color roten, HEIDELBERG, 
MEE er SUL VCP oe Fe or Prater HEIDELBERG SORS Single 
Tots Puntet (19847 HEIDELBERG KORD Single Calor Printer (1988) 
amerad to W Ding HEIDELBERG Socotra Pinter 
TGUUNG STAHL old Comprising: F036 42, D 66 Y4, TD 78 % Folding 
ea o) SUI k96 1a KIL 3 Fold; SHOEI 2 Fo Folding 


"UG SUNG FA Automati Flaten Die Cut Machine (2001) TANG YUN 
V 200 Electron Hole Punch System, Manual Board Cutng Machine. 
SIDINGS TITCHING - MULLER MARTIN Type 1509 6 Station Sade 
eee OE MÜLLER MARTIN Pony S type 246 Perfec Binder, YOSHINO 
Té Staten fing Une cw Gathering: Feet Binding, 3 Kee Yimmer 
ELM PROCESSING - DARIPPON SCREEN Compania 680C Camera, 
ORSERCEN Ms29-5-N289 (00021 NORSCREEN MS2SS Fim Processors: 2) 
HERMAN Piate Makers 


CLASSIFIEDS — 


& 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-NFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capt, Cebu Oy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 
Tra Proce of Cab trough ei and Amar Commitee irae (BACANFRA). 
ves spotty works coneacs app bor elgby, obi fe hereunder contact 
Name ol Contact talon of Sandy Genrer Set lor e Cebu rtemaons 


ton 
rel Desciplon 


Agoroved Budget 
(ore Contact 

bidders shou possess a vad Icensesermisionicafone: 
Teconrac have completed a sentar conrat wih a vakas o! at leas! 50°% c he ASG lor 


Algeria rave 1o Ekg Sstenents and Screening, id Securty, Petomance 
onary, Prebeting Conference Evauston of Bs, Pos Qualicaon and Award c. 
Corcatisal te govemad by De pertinent provsions d LA S184 ards implementing 
Fadas and Repdatons-A (APA) 

Tho shade of BAC-NFRA acts is flows: 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capi, Cebu Ciy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 


“The Prove of Cobu, trough Bs Bids and Awards Connite-nkasrucue (BAC- 
INFRA) inves spociahy works coriraciors o app for ei, der ha harundo. 


Ünsalaon of Savalas & Escalators for he Ceu Iniemalonal 
Convention Center (CICC) 

Norn Reciamaton Ava, Mandavo Cty 

‘Supp, nsataton and Commissioning c valor & Escalators 


30,900.00 

Prospective bidders shouid possess a valk canseshpemislerteaions apical 
the contract have completed a er conira vih a value ol at leas! 0% oe ABC lor 
ihe last two yours, and have key personnel, lols and equipment aval lor he 
prosecilon dita conc The BAC-NFRA wal use non-discrelorary pass cra 
"nine Egit Creo Sorsering as wel asino Prelminar Examina ol Bids. The 
BAC-INFRA wti concu post uslicatn c! lowest called td. 
‘Algartear lave 1o Elgbily Stoners and Screening, Bi Securty, Perfomance 
Securty, Prebldng Conlerence, Evaaton of Bids, PoskQualaln and Award of 
(Cota shal be governed by tha pernen prorsns of R.A. 9184 and as implementing 
Files and Reguatone-A (APA). 

“The schedule of BAC-NFRA acis flows: 


BACFHA Ac Seed 


BACFRA Rete Seed 


SULAMIQUS- CRETAG DISC 47U Pellen Densitometer; TECHKONÍ 
d 
ONLINE AUCTION SALE 
Telephone Card Pin Coding & 
Packaging Machinery 
Sale Closing: Thurs 2006 at 20: time 


At: Premiere Printing Co, Inc. - #18, 1st Avenue, 
Bagumbayan, Taguig, M.M. 
Inspection: Monday 3rd - Thursday 13th July 2006 
from Sam to Spm or earlier by appointment 
MeTRONIC UDA 1505 Type MT 4717055013 Pin Coding Machine (2002) 
KORA PACKMAT VMC 100 Card Packing Machine (2002) 


further information please contact Chis Major at 
Te 852 2910 11 Emai 

NY BUTCHER TERNATIONAL LS WC. 
er Y jor Hp. US du, Py CU 
BMW: 852 2910011 or 896 97719 Farias 1 9887 


The John Bosco HS 
reunion in Cebu 


The John Bosco High School Batch '76 of 
Mangagoy, Bislig City, Surigao del Sur. wil 
be having a reunion on July 28-30 at the Cebu. 
White Sands Resort. 


Reminisce the past and expect a lot of fun and 
activities as the '76 batch will be having 
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“The BAC-NERA Secretaris wise prospective ers E Forma le Pov 
Engresrs Ofc, Capt Compara. Cet Ch upon Pi submission a eter rt 
dux payment d etti amour c y Pesos (P 5020) lo fe Cash Dion, 
Proc Tasrers Oca Pospecve bodes a ube Pe Efl esuremerts t 
ardnayeoctsn Pa resol Pe ERN Oreck kom Pe Scremertonwd acess For 
Matar Pares, ono may ca! e Secret (092) 2556123. 
The BAC-NFRA wil issue Bidding Documents incuing Techical Pans. Technica! 
Speofcatons, Toms c Felerence oriy o bes cecared obe sigle lor e dang. 
pon payment nr cendati amount c Fwe Thousand Pasos (P 5,000.00) 1o be 
Cass mson, Prove Treasurer's Otice. 
The Province ol Cebu assumes no responstity whatsoever compensate orindemniy 
‘sor any expensas incurred n ho prepa oi Pei bids and, reserves Pa foi 
{Defect any and s bcs, wate any dalec: or ormai n Pe bs, decre a laur of 
"Sóng or otto ana Pa oct 

(Set EDUARDO T. HABI 

Caman 

hy 1, 2008 


Poste al be PGSO, Capt Bs, 
Prof ilormaton Oe & at 


“SACRIFICE SALE!” 
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


games, raffles, photo presentation, city tour, 
and a mass celebration 


For details, call Leo Montenegro 


(09163423417) Bebing Estrella-Laput 


(09182349817) Ping de la Cruz 


(09172025308), Luz de Guzman- Villanueva 


(09178865260), Babes Good (09189074817), 


Bessie Good (09195163281) and Ben Maata 


(Q9I8914H451). 


Please confirm attendance on or before July 
15, 2006. 


More Cassen Aps 


at HIGH PRICE WATCHES 
ROLEX - 
DepED, vesquens acs Cos] WHITE PLAINS, Q.C 
NIA Caraga, ime | anions 
Riviera Golf Club .. suse | RSE 
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CELESTINO “BOY” TRONO TII 


eh 20, 1956 — July 7. 2006 


‘peacefully joined our Creator ses 


at the age of 50 


His loving daughters, 
Anazelle 
Grazelle 

Keana 


His brothers & sisters, in-laws, nephews 
& nieces, other relatives & friends request 
lo pray for his eternal peace. 


Conception Cathedral, Pasig City. 


GOD HAS CALLED HOME OUR BELOVED MOMMY 


PAZ NARCISO PULIDO i 


Her bereaved husband: (f)Reynaldo; children: Olivia, 


grandchildren: Eugene & Sharmain, Teresa, Rafael, 
Manny, Dexter, Arlene, Ronald; greatgrandson: Cedric 


BUY "SELL" PAWN] 


OBITUARIES 


Tre BACNFRA Secretariat wl isse t prospecive dies Eb Fos al e Procl 
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The BAC-INFRA wil issue Blading Documents including Technical Plans, Technical 
Speciicatons, Tems of ference oniy i aen declared ia be bie Ior ihe biking 
pon payment oi non rendatle amour ol Five Thousand Posos ( 5,000.00) tthe 
ash Dision, Provincia Treasurer's Olice. 
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PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
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Gra Chromlograph under FGM E0311 
oprowes Budget PHP 2140830000 
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lo Cioch ma ty 27. 2005 Pate pang ob ha kow mes oral 
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ee Chairman, Bids snd aris Commitee 


ne 22, 1916 - July 7. 2006) 


» Rosario (Chari) Cabrera 


Loving wife of Gervasio (Chito) A. Araullo (+), peacefully joined the Lord on July 02,2006 
atthe age of 88 after receiving the Last Sacraments in Chula Vista, California, USA. 


vda. de Araullo 


(Rene & Linda, Rico & Nini, Deo & Ophel; | 


Ivan, relatives & friends request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Marian Memorial Chapels. 
Interment will be on July 12, 2006, 9:00 A.M. at Loyola 


Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
‘ron iden, 15C Doo St, me = emm 
San Joaquin, Pasig Ciy. 
Interment will be on Thursday. — — p 
July 13,2006 n Pasig Catholic Cemetery. = 5 
after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at immaculate INOCENCIA “Niña” CATALUÑA LEAGOGO 3 


"The former Public Relations Officer of Sampaguita Pictures, Inc., VP Enterprises and Folk 
Arts Theater of the Philippines, Charis survived by her children: Ma. Cristina and Richard 
A. Falcon, Antonio and Mary Fernandez, Ma. Marta and Dan Sadol, Rene Luis and 
Evelyn Crucilo, Miguel Angel and Evelyn Flores; grandchildren: Georgina and Jean Paul, 
‘Janina, Rachel Ann, and Allison, Ramir Angelo, Ana Rebecca, and Ana Rowena, Ron 
Reuben, Michael Anthony and Ma. Regina; siblings: Juan A. Cabrera, Margarita C. 
Bataclan, and Milagros C. Araneta; brothers- and sisters-in-law; great grandchildren; other 
relatives and friends, who request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


A memorial service and cremation was heid in Chula Vista on Saturday, July 08, 2006, Interment 
‘of her ashes in the San Agustin Church Catacombs in Intramuros, Manila will be announced 
ata later date. 


An obituary with 


Pasay m the Urner og oer Lart on ty 20 ge 9 T. 


sho erste! sui br og bend Col, berate L | 
cre nda br So peta be ak, beoe 


in-laws Justice Celia, Joeboy, Lebby, Wilma; grandchildren Atty. 
‘Jojo, Hian. Pia and lzza request the pious readers to pray for the | 
ternal repos of her soul 

Hor body lies in state at the St. Thoreso Memorial Chapels, Molo, ilo | 
from duly 10-11 Her remains will be brought a er residence in Lapaz 


a picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved ome. 
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on July 2. Interment will be on July 13, 2006 afler the 800 AM Mass at 
Lapaz Parish Church, 
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SAFELY HOME 
ons home Heaven drar nes; Oh so hay ond so brighi! 
There ts perfecto and bay, In severa light 
All the pain nd rif t ovr, Bry reves taung pe 
Tam vana peat forever Sey Home, in Heaven at las- 


Our Dearly Beloved Dad 


FILEMON YU UY 


‘Dec. 04, 1940—fuly 08,2006 | 
Went Home safely back tø our Lord the company. of the Blessed Virgin Mother, | 
1 


"e Anges and Sams on July 8, 2006 ot the nge f 6. 
We, his children, JASMINE. & TONY: JEROME & FELISA: GRACE ANN & MANUEL and GILMERT & 
JEAN SANDRA. bs grandchildren rave and ens request the renders i inus n prayers fer owr a 


He ia now t Argon Memorial Chapels, Ic, Love Chops, 
Te wil bro o s ial resting place on July 12, 2006, 


126. Araneta Avene, Quezon Cy 
ednedday, ling Arion at 9/0 o'clock inte 


orung poing 10 ver Memon Park, Valenzuela, 
"May God bes yon ali for yaur kind prayers" 
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RP franchising business seen to grow drastically over next 10 years 


By Daxim L. Lucas rather than the food business, which it the next 10 years, approximating the The franchisees’ risks are reduced by from people about these activities," he 
described to be already “maaring” number of franchise outletsinthe US. riding on an established brand or product, said, adding that many of the people 
THE LOCAL FRANCHISING BUSINESS IS ^ “The opportunities are definitely “Inthe US, almost every other store is while the franchisors’ revenues are multi- who fell prey to this scheme were those 
peed to grow dramatealy overtienest there,” PEA chairman emeritus Samie a franchise,” Lim said. “We have that po- plied through the royalties paid tothe. who invested their life savings. 
fede lore aveady having made signif. Lim said in a press briefing. “People ask tential because Filipinos are leaders in Whileencouraging more enzepreneuss He urged aspiring „franchise en- 
cant progress in recent years, according to me, ‘is it too late to get into franchising?” franchising" to venture into franchising, Lim however trepreneurs to seek the advice of PFA pro- — 1| 
the Philippine Franchise Association (PFA). ‘The answeris'no' because westillhavea Franchising warned would-be investors against readily fessionals, many of whom will be avail 
The umbrella organization of the lotofroom for growth.” “renting out” of a business’ concept and parting with their money to invest in able for assistance during the organiza- 
cous largest farehise businesses ak. He predicted that franchised business- brand to a third party, which will then schemes rhat promise franchise businesses doris Philippine International Franchise 
So mredi shat the bulk of the growth es will comprise up to 40 percent ofall operate te outlet in accordance wi inretum fora P1O,OOO "reseration fee” — Conference and Expo from July 19-16 at 
Svili come from sunrise service industries retail establishments in the country in guidelines set by the original owners. "We have received a lot of complaints the World Trade Center in Pasay City. 


Oil tariff goes back up to 3% 


Drop in Dubai crude leads to hike inimport duties | 


By Abigail L. Ho phone interview yesterday “If the been sustained for the past two ing a steady climb over the past 
: tiger points were reduced, then weeks to merit a tariff reduction. — two weeks. 
"ui Ras pa gross] "]| THE COUNTRYS ECONOMIC the tif shouldnt have gone back The next wiger pois which Failing ro meet die rigger 
seine Tabane [eode | sacs] | managers have thumbed down upio3percntthismonth” | willbringthetanffdown to 1 per. points fr a 2percent tarif, of 
i wir sas tayo aste | 2a7s0 37509 || Deparment of Energy proposal The tariffs on crude end fn- cen $75 a barrel for Dubai cials again raised tariff levels to 
H : tobring down the “trigger points” ishedproductimporswentdown crude and still $88 a barrel for the mandated 3 percent. 
10,000 -49.993 | 2.8750 |2.9375 | 3.0000 | 3.7500 ponte 
B 3 a that would have led tothe reduc- to 2 percent last month, when  MOPS-based diesel. The economic managers con- 
000 - 99,999 | 3.0875 [32500 | 3.3125 | 38750 | | tion of tariff on crude and id oil prices hi : i; 
E O || tion of tariff on crude and re- world oil prices hit the trigger — Theimporttanf/willbescapped ducted a review of the trigger 
700,000 - 249,999 | 3.3750 [3.4375 | 3.5000 | 3.6750 | | fined petroleum product imports. points set by the implementing altogether when Dubai crude hits points, in search of ways to fur- 
250,000 - 499,999 | 34375 | 3.5000 | 35625 | 40000 | This decision, said DOE oil in- rules of EO 527. $85 a barrel, and MOPS-based ther mitigate the effects of high 
500,000 - 999,999 | 3.6250 | 3.6875 | 3.7500 | 4.0000 dustry management bureau di- Under those implementing diesel reaches $88 a barrel. oil prices on consumers. 
1 milion and up [3.7500 [3.8125 [3.8750 | 41250 || recor Zenaida Monsada, rules,theexisting3-percent tariff According to data from the — Monsada said in an earlier in- 
‘oats ye wid rr reus Fas rims a ao arai prompted oll firms to again raise will go down to 2 percent when DOE, the June average for Dubai terview that, while they were 
diesel prices i the regional benchmark Dubai crude hit only $65.22 a barrel. open to the possibility of bringing 
lding off on hik crude hits $664 barrel, and when The last wo weeks of June saw a down the trigger points, they did 
the socially sensitive p: diesel—based on the Mean of steady incremental dropin Dubai not want to do so at the expense 
almost a month. Plaats Singapore (MOPS) bench- crude price. of government revenue. 
“The dedson of the economic mark for finished prod- Also, the price of MOPS-based "Ihe objective is to bring prices 
managers is to maintain the trigger ucts--reaches $88 a barrel. diesel reached a June average of down while not necessarily drain- 
poins. Monsada said in a tele- These price levels should have $87.57 a barrel, despite register- ing government [coffers],” she sai. 
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|en ==. 2 | Deadline nears, yet brokers hang on to PSE stocks 
EIT 


[ 


^^ By Elizabeth L. Sanchez percent of the PSE. Also, an indi- 
D " i vidual should not hold more than 
HP recommends Windows® XP Professional. Í THE DEADLINE FOR THE PHI- Spercentofthe bourse 
Tipine Stock Exchange (PSE) to The SRC was enacted in 2000, 
reduce brokers’ ownership of the following the BW Resources Corp. 
focal bourse ro 20 percent will gaming sock scandal that rocked 
(Shee ts week buts otrader the country’s trade institution. 
appears to be willing to part with It is unclear what will happen 
his stock tothe PSE ifitisin breach of seca 
Gurremy stockbrokers “own ites laws. PSE president Francis 
roughly 52 pereentofthe PSE, Lim earlier said it was up to the 
‘Thedeadline wasset bythe Se- SEC ro decide the matter 
curities and Exchange Commis- Lim said that currently there is 
sion, yet its chair Fe Barin said interest from foreign funds to buy 
that the regulator understands shares of the PSE. 
the dificulythe PSE is having in Brokers however are not wil 
finding sellers at this time. ing to part with their shares for a 
While we have required that low price. 
[thebroker]| sell before or by jue Recently, an ofer from Hong 
is, we have to berealisie and Kong investment management 
Macical"BaratoldliQun. firm Value Partners Ltd. to buy 
Barin however said that any shares of the PSE drew a cool re- 
we by the SEC wil depend on action from stockbrokers. 
the PSE when it files its formal re- VPL has offered to buy up to 
pore apprising the regulator of ts five percent of PSE shares worth 
Pitts reduce brokers stake in P158.4 million. The deal is seen 
the bourse to boost PSE's efforts to "demu: 
erin sid the PSE has verbally alize” the bourse 
told the SEC of the iculty it Demutualization will convert 
was having, but ithas yettofilea the stock exchange from a com 
formal report pany controlled by stockbrokers 
The Psk eariieradmitteditwas to one widely owned by various 
having a tough me meeting the stockholders. 
deadline set by the SEC to cut So far brokers, even those 
rokers ownership 1o 20 percent holding a paltry 88,000 shares, 
by July as mandated by the Secu- were willing to unload. 
tities Regulation Code. Sources estimated the PSE in- 
Under the code, an industry dicative price was between P200. 
should not own more than 20 and P300a share. 


BIR, BOC out to limit use 
bc chalga EE E of tax credit certificates 


‘ond intellectual property. Armed with an integrated security chip, Secured Single 


By Michelle V. Remo able, meaning holders may sel it 
Signon, HP Protecifools and other security took, it offers you on unprecedented Re ere aster Est 
level of security. Now, protection is gvoronteed for y mind. THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL new holder may use the TCCs 10 
Revenue and the Bureau of Cus- lower its own tax obligations. 
toms are set to issue regulations Mendoza said one possible 
% " - that will limit business owner limitation to be included in the 
get 1o enjoy exclusive sr — use of tax credit certificates BIR and BOC regulations had to 
IT products and services, to installing t — | (TCCS) Go with the amount of TCCS that 
ed HP ins — and resolves Finance Undersecretary Gau- a firm may buy. The BIR is looking 
aly, to recycling ond wonsi new PC dencio Mendoza J. said the BIR at allowing firms to buy TCCs in 
3 and the BOC are expected by the the amount not exceeding its tax 
à» end of the month to submit the liabilities, he said 
MEME nsi de decida Sat BG ol ES Kr c regulations to the Department of Another possible limitation is to 
experience of owning a compuer more personal. So 1 Finance for approval. allow holders of TOCS to use only 
computer will live up tois nome. With HP, the computer is personal again ‘Mendoza said that the regula- 30 0r40 percent ofthe toral value of 
tions are expected to improve the the TCCs at any given tax period. 
government's control over TCCs — Thiswould help prevent cases in 
s issued to businesses, and curb the past when too many firms used 
pt visi your nearest business poriner B] abuses of ihe tax credit system. their TCCs in one tax payment pe- 
Y "Thereisaleadyanagrement riod, thus eroding the BRS tax col 
between concerned agencies on lection effort for that period, 
limiting the use of TCCs," Men- The regulations to be issued 
doza said ‘would complement the Department 
Tece are sued bythe governs of Finans earlier directie, m 
ment to firms that are cither enti-revalidate all existing TOCs, Under 
HP.COM / PERSONAL fled to tax refunds or duty-free the revalidation, holders of TCCs 
privileges. will have to submit these to the issu- 
Because the government's bud ing govemment agency for replace- 
get constraint sometimes preventit ment. The new TCCs to be issued 
from giving refunds as they are willhaveadded security feature. 
aimed, concerned agencies sim- The finance official said that 
ply issue TCCs, which holders may there are about PS billion worth 
{se to lower their tax liabilities. of TCCs issued by the govern- 
‘Currently, TOCs are transfer- ment that need to be revalidated 


And for every stage of your computer's life there is HP Total Core Services 


sonal, col 1800144) 6688, 
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unc E More on golf injury prevention 
Tie-your-sboelaces — — wu 


I OLFERS HAVE BEEN 
unge pedes 
meus car seat, stress 
N in the office, caddy, and even 
ih ata) vague e RE e PUE motbeabletogerüheballasfaras “For example, if you were to go 
legs, buttocks and "SS shesource oftheir back pain. you want (anyway, distance int to the range and execute 1,000 
core muscles But they can deny all they want, everything) but you will greatly swings of the golf dub in a three- 
Equipment Bue a der ad a are while pros (whohavedevelopeda Teducetherisktoyourback. hour time frame, the likelihood of 
None common in golf. much more efficient swing) are is alowerbackinjury is very high be- 
Exercise technique "here are many opportunities usually hurt by overuse. Prevention tips cause the workloads are too high 
L Stand in a staggeced to hun your back widle swing ‘The first symptom of lower Top golf fines instructor Sean within the given time frame for 
stancewithoneleginfront ing the cub, hunching forward to back problems is usually muscular Cochran (wwvebioforeegolicom) any golfer. 
ofthe other. Par and bending downto pickup pain. ignored, the nextsymptom Sies three stepsto reducetherisk — If you have poor golf swing 
2. Bend your knees to Dr put down the ball Repeatthese is pain from inflammation of the Of lower back injury- In his words: mechanics and a weak lower back, 
lunge down and reach for — memems many times in a ligaments or disks of the spine or © Develop efficient golf sing. your workloads should be very 
yous shoe as Ifyou are ty- game, multiply by several days in perhaps a polled muscle. At this mechanics. This can be done low If you have moderately etf 


leg. His swing may be unconven- Cochran ads: ‘A lower back in- 
tional but he has not had lower jury can occur ifthe workloads for 
back problems from golfin the 25 any golfer become too high. Work- 
years that he has been playing. loads are the number of swings 

Modify your swing to fit your you take within a certain time 
anatomical peculiarities. You may frame. 


ing your laces Tera Ue cun muses, Point the golfer usually sees his through proper instruction, prae. cient golf swing mechanics and a 
3. Straighten up tostart- mediocre flexbiliry, and aging doctor tice, and time. fairly strong lower back, the work- 
ing position. Stebese mid dido bud you lae à © Implement a golf fitness pro- loads can be higher" 
Performance tips ameclpa for back pola Classic vs modern gnam into your exercise routine. 
T Keep spine neural — "p oet help that the golf Inthe “damic” golf swing, the This type of pogam wil _ Sources: Golf jury Review, 
neither arching nor round- swing places higher compressive hips and shoulders turn together strengthen your lower back in re- Sports injury Bulletin; Harvard 


ing bad on the lower back (eight to produce a swing thats graceful lation to the golf swing. Men's Health Watch; Dr. Tan Jee 

Ü Avoid bringing knee tones body weight) than sports and relatively gentle on the lower ® Monitor the number of Lim, Changi General Hospital, Sin- 
pastyour toes. ike running (three times) orrow- back Unfortunately, this type of swings you make with the clubin gapore 

3. Modify this exercise ing (seven times). ‘swing does not deliver as much relation to points one and two. Visit www.tinajuanfiness info 
by reaching a little The disks that act as shock ab- “oomph” or distance. Enter the 
past knee level in- — sorbers between the vertebra can “modern” swing, which resembles 
Head of al the  gercompressed by about9mmaf- an inverted-C in the follow. 
way down to the ter nine holes, with most of the through. This produces more 


shoelaces. ‘compression happening during torque and more distance but a 
Repetitions the first three holes. greater chance of injury. 
Tento 15 repe The golfswing is acomplicated When I tried to leam how to 
titions perleg athletic move. Here are some bed play golf more than 20 years ago, 


body alignment techniques— my golf pro told me, “Ma'am, 
pushing-the hips backward then whatever you do, don't copy the 
forward instead of rotating the swing of your husband.” 
hips, bending the spine during the My better half has an unortho- 
swing, turning the shoulders dox swing because a one-legged 
much wider than the hips, and player taught him how to play. 
leaning over to avoid the armscol- This is just as well since he has to 
liding with a big tummy. compensate for an old knee injury 
‘Amateur golfers are usually in- from soccer. So its as if he plays 
jured by poor swing mechanics with one real and one prosthetic 


Health and wellness matter 


You'll be amazed by the power of your own 
mind! 

Q: Looking good is expensive and takes 
too much time and effort. Why should I 
care? And if I do, how do I begin? 

Looking good has more to do with you 


T QUESTIONS YOU ASK MOST 

often are possibly the same nagging is- 

e tay ox um she INSIDE 

through the years. Our 
By not atsending to them, they remain 

stoped somewhere in your mind under the : 

bel "pending." Cory Quirino ~ than any cosmetic brand or vitamin pill. The. 
‘So, here are answers that hopefully will. ——— —— —————3À— choice is yours. Self-esteem is rooted in how 

help you re-label your health and wellness is- sr individual values bersl/hinsel. Be 

sucs under he tite “resolved.” Hamid Se ‘use good grooming i so connected with 

Q: What is the safest, most effective diet With no caffeine or laxative effect on the good feelings, the expression “look good, 


‘available at i 
Shopwse  fness frst red corner heath and beyond : health food end herb products 


today? body, itis easy and hassle-free to use. HEALTHICS ‘rma tutatus. 
A majority of people are plagued by the Call Perfectaire at 7279999 or 0922- eee = 

See ies sete car Se = 

‘cerns. Confused by all the diet plans avail- If endorsers Boy Abunda and Kris Aquino STS A e E: 

yee uer E 
Harry, a driven businessman who hardly slimmer in a few weeks. 

ee ete n ei A Temporary Closure 

tee con coffee or literally sarve himself. Ar Talkimaging 


mealtime, he refused carbohydrates totally, A mind technique that works is this: Ev " 

et ee opns. ue ta ae ae nae Jade Garden had to close its door on July 2, 2006 due 
ake him gain weight Thus, he remained stand in a buffer table sy 

Pado cube EET to the re-development and construction of Greenbelt-1. 

dizzy spells. Soon, he developed ulcers. body?” Close your eyes and imagine yourself 1 d 4 

Whaleverdierplanyouhavenowrshoud ballooning after devouring a particular ood. But don't worry we will be back. 

be supervised by a 

muvitioni/diei 

tian, However, the 

best regimen of all is sE : : ; 

eeu wer | Fast decision. 10-year fixed. A Lasting Promise 

fona lite bit of 

Deum Dee Rock-bottom rates. 

phasis, of course, is i 

puss, of use: 5 | We bring your new home closer. 

fave shown that eat- 

ing lestis scil an ef 

fective, safe way to 
control and/or lose 

weight. 


When we open our new door again, you will enjoy the same 
fine dining experience in the tradition of 
Maxim's Group of Restaurants Hongkong. Plus so much more. 
Our authentic Cantonese cuisine which you have enjoyed 
Miseni 1-year | 10.00% _for 25 years will still be served, but with new additions 
ae 2-year | 10.50% P9,984 and more modern amenities. 


‘water before a meal 3-year 11.00% P10,322 
preferably — mixed 


mcn det 5-year | 11.25% P10,493 Meanwhile, we invite you to visit Peking Garden, our sister 


mew al natural prod- 

‘nthe marereo. || 40-year | 14. -P10,665 À : : 

pee x 2150€ restaurant in Glorietta - 2, Ayala Center where your favorite 
dishes at Jade Garden will also be served. 


day looks promis- 
ing—Kando Block & 
Bü lésatablerthat | " Rates apply ont for new term loan releases and purpose is acquisition, 

aan re ay bean | cansouct af financing. Rates are subject to ange vid prior notice. 


extracts, chicory and 
garcinia. CAU 845-8772 or text PSBANK HOME AD «yoyr ramos yt Lundin > 
Tue before a | Ges emal aadress ten send to 391-77 lr Smart of 0917-890-2327 1 


For every loan amount oF P1,000,000 for 20 years. 


meal,itcanblockout | ° #0be and other users, 
calories from carbo, 


starch and sugar 


ENE 
DE ‘ y JADE GARD. 


tid bread The com met = 

EERE Get it now at any $ PSBank Fine Chinese Cuisine i 
adic lika pase Plonk branch Hone it > (For reservation, you may call Peking Garden at 817-9066 to 67) 
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MELTING! THE COVERS FOREVER! ee A scleral ss x LI 
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[ie wot giving 


WHY Net? WHY ARE 
You SVCH A STicKLeR 


Go out There 


You CHRISTMAS 


^ AND Buy Me Ar HINDI 
PRESENTS THiS FoR RuLeS 7l I'S ND GON M TALAGA 
Jut. So Wii? unos 


early! 


ANG UTOS 
NA BINIGAY 
'SA KANYA 

NG DIYOS 


BYMANIXABRERA MIKROKOSMOS BYJOMIKE TEJDO 


Gusto Ko SANANG MAG-  SiGE,AKO PAHAA, 
PONATE, KASO LANG, PABABARYAHAN HTA 
Buone ‘SO FESOS PERA VO. 

FATA Ko LANG IBIGAY, 


Ok LANG, Alin NAMAN 
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Part 2 


AT FIRST, PEOPLE THOUGHT THEY HAD 
only one brain. Then Dr. Roger Sperry demon- 
strated that we had, in effect, two brains, the 
left and the right. 

Dr: Paul MacLean of the California Institute 
of Technology proposed the Triune-Brain (or 
three-in-one) theory of the brain. 

According to Dr. Maclean, the human 
brain evolved millions of years ago in three 
distinct stages. The first to appear or develop 
was the reptilian brain composed of the brain 
stem, the mid-brain and the basal ganglia. 

"This primitive brain's function was simply 
to recoil and attack. It recognized habit pat- 
terns and territorial integrity. As long as its 
territory was not touched or crossed, there's 
no problem: the reptilian brain would not re- 
act. But when it felt that its territory or habitat 
was threatened or endangered, it would at- 
tack or retaliate. 

"This is the brain we have in common with 
reptiles, Thus, the name “reptilian.” 

"The next portion of the brain to develop 
over long periods of evolutionary process, 
‘was the mammalian brain or limbic system. It 
is the seat of emotions and controls the bodys 


ARMING THE FILIPINO 
women with just a once- 
monthly dose against osteo- 
porosis, Roche (Philippines) 
Inc. has introduced in the 
country the first and only 
once-a-month ^ bisphospho- 
nate, Ibandronic acid, a class 
of drug that helps strengthen. 
all the bones in the body. 

Roche introduced the new Ibandron- 
ic acid drug during the launch of BonDi- 
va Women's Campaign for Bone Health, 
an exclusive paient program designed 


to help osteoporosis patients live life to 
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autonomic nervous system (breathing, heart 


beat, etc.) This is the brain we have in com- : NNER 
mon with rats, dogs, horses and other mam- | 
mals, AWARENESS 


The last part of the brain to develop is the 
neo-cortex, which enables humans to think, 
especially in an abstract and rational way. The 
neo-cortex is divided into two hemispheres, 
theleftand the right. 


Civilized society 
"The emergence or development of the neo- 


cortex enabled humans to discover and devel Jaime T. 

EL e re ee 

maa A eme ee ue The person 
Seated tela weheeneme at the tp 
re must have 


As head of General Electric's Management 
‘Training and Development Department, Her- 
rmann was concerned about improving the 
‘way the company trained its staff and man- 
agers. He had to learn how people learned. 


this brain 
skill to 


He developed tests and, because of this, his. SUTVIVe 
effors resulted in a novel way of looking at ae 
the brain competition 


Once-a-month osteo medication 


Thinking with the whole brain 


He said a person thought in four different 
ways depending on which part of his brain was 
dominant or more preferred. He divided the 
brain into four theoretical quadrants, each rep- 
resenting a distinct pattern of thinking. 

On the upper left quadrant, he said people 
thought “factually, logically, rationally, theo- 
retically and mathematically” On the lower 
left quadrant, their thinking was "ordered, 
detailed, sequential, controlled and conserva- 
[^ 

‘On the upper right quadrant, they thought 
in an “artistic, holistic, intuitive, flexible, 
imaginative and synthesizing manner” and 
on the lower right quadrant, people thought 
in a "musical, spiritual, emotional and em- 
pathic manner” 

Examples of upper-left brain thinkers are 
scientists, military officers and mathemati- 
cians. Lower-left brain thinkers are accoun- 
tants, lawyers, statisticians. Upper-right brain. 
thinkers are entrepreneurs, novelists, creative. 
writers. Lower-right brain thinkers are enter- 
tainers, social workers, sales personnel, t. 


Preferred modes 
These are styles or preferred modes of 
thinking. They are not fixed or unchangeable. 


t GLORIA 
Diaz 


the fullest. 

The new medication, designed to 
make it easier and more convenient to 
treat osteoporosis, is expected to bene- 
fit some nine million Filipino women 
suffering from the so-called brittle bone. 
disease. 

The once-a-month regimen is also 
expected to enable these women to take 
their medication regularly, without fail. 

Tests have shown the Ibandronic acid 
drug to be effective, well-tolerated and 
preferred by women. 

Roche Ibandronic acid is indicated 
for the treatment of osteoporosis in 


postmenopausal women. It works by 
reducing elevated bone turnover, 
creasing bone mineral density and re- 
ducing the incidence of vertebral frac- 
tures. 

Results from tests the new 
medicine were presented by the 
Switzerland-based — pharmaceutical 
company at the 33rd European Sym- 
posium on Calcified Tissues in 
Prague, Czech Republic and at the 
Sixth European Congress on Clinical 
and Economic Aspects of Osteoporo- 
sis and Osteoarthritis in Vienna, Aus- 

Log on to wwwbondiva.com.ph 


MUST PEOPLE WORK OUT TO 
look good risk looking bad in 
sweaty clothes? For those who 
have finally discovered the newest 
line of Equipe sportswear, looking 
good and feeling comfortable at 
the same time is now possible. 

"The recent activities at Toby's Sports Are- 
na challenged the comfort benefit and the 
stylish appeal of Equipes newest line of 
sportswear. The boxing clinic and the street 
jazz dance clini, both sponsored by Equipe, 
turned out to be well-attended events 

Featuring Equipe Tech Dry, a lightweight 
blend of cotton polyester and spandex that 
shapes the body without clinging to the 
skin, both events showed how confident 
and comfortable the participants were dur 
ing the activities. Despite the demanding 


DESPITE the demanding body movements, 
participants remained well composed and 
Very confident. 


Asian 
autism 
conference 
Aug. 12-13 


FIND OUT WHAT 
leading specialists in 
the Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) from 
the United States have 
to say at the Asian 
‘Autism Conference 
2006, slated Aug. 12- 
13 at the Hong Kong 
‘Academy of Medicine, 
‘Aberdeen, HK. 

All involved in the 
care of autistic chil- 
dren, including par- 
ems and medical 
practitioners, are in- 
vited to attend. Fee 


How does one donate blood and what are 
the benefits/advantages of donating blood? 


Blood transfusion is the introduction ofa whole blood or blood 
components (eg. plasma or erythrocytes) isto the venous 
circulation. When donating a blood, one must- undergo 
compatibility testing or erossmatching, it isthe est between 2 
prospective recipient of a blood transfusion and his proposed 
donor This text is performed io show any posible 
incompatibility between the recipients serum and the donas 
red cells (or the "major erosut") Sometimes, tbe plasma 
ofthe donor is also tested against the rod cells of the recipient 
(er the "minor crossmatch"). The primary purpose of the 
compatibility test is to prevent a transfusion reaction. Blood 
donation is a simple procedure which consists of 5 ege: 1) 
registration 2) medial examination 3) hemoglobin tet 4) 
donation of blood und 5) rfeshment. Donating blood can be a 
way to ep check on your health while helping others. S 


per person is | aiso found that heat atacks and cardiac problems are less 
HKD1,000, including | common in mea who had donated blood than those who do not. 
lunch. Group dis- 


But most importantly, donating blood saves lives while making 


Sm eS ene your ie healthier. 


For medical practi- 
Homer, a breakout 
training sesion is 
planned during the 
Conference, Also in 
the plan is an instruc- 
tional workshop on 
gut issues found in 
children with ASD. 
Resource persons 
will include specialists 
in autism treatment 


Tia vest annor to our fete queron wer 
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[ero Mord, Dr. Jesus Fdlpe C. Garcia. De 
[esr ar he common edirssd by hit patiens 

tice i [terr dine. He one his 
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eene prope 
‘pecialcaton rein Jor Internal Medicine a Quezon Cty Genera 
spia. lia member ofthe Philppine Colles of Physicians ond 
Quezon Cty Met! Society. MEDICard membere way vat Mm for 


soessltton services at MEDICard Stee C 


Tie New Media! 


and research from | Curfem Dealers te Seteries Sam to 13s und MEDICand 3t 
leading institutions | Ci Nord-Bée daring Wistuesdays, ror à Series rm Im 
suchasHarvard Medi- | sre 


cal School. 
For more informa- 
tion, including how to 
register, log on to 
wwwconference. 
autismpnhkorg. 
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Stay cool, comfy and dry in high-tech fabric 


body movements, participants remained 
well composed and very confident. 

Tech Dry fabric allows its wearer to stay 
cool, dry and comfortable. This latest fabric 
technology is used in both men's and wom- 
en's clothing lines and is stylishly incorpo- 
rated into fashionable designs 

Clothes that give confidence despite 
strenuous activities should not compromise. 
the comfort benefit and the stylish design. 

With the most advanced technology in 
fabric, superior quality can also be expected 
from Équipe's newest line of apparel. 

Equipe sportswear is exclusively avail 
able at Toby's Sports. They come in sleek 
and modern designs in an array of striking. 
colors 

‘Toby's Sports Arena is on the third floor 
of Glorietta 2 Ayala Center, Makati 


They show which theoretical part of the brain 
our preferred thinking pattern uses. 

People's thinking preference will gravitate 
toward any one or a combination of these 
quadrants. If you find yourself at home in all 
four quadranis or styles of thinking, then you 
are a whole-brain thinker. That means one 
quadrant is not more dominant or preferred 
than another. 

This theoretical whole-brain model of 
thinking proposed by Ned Herrmann has 
gained much acceptance in business and in- 
dustry abroad. Training programs have been. 
developed to train executives for whole-brain 
thinking. 

This brain skill is especially true as one 
goes up the organizational business ladder. 
The person at the top must think in a whole 
brain manner to survive competition. 

‘We are now in the midst of a tremendous 
and often dizzying knowledge revolution. The 
‘only way to surviveis to use our whole brain in 
problem solving and decision-making. Other- 
wise, we will most likely be left behind, 


My next ESP and Intuition Development 
Seminar willbe held 9 a.m-5p.m, July 15-16. 
CalL 8107245 or 8926806 for details. 


Health and 
wellness matter 


From page Ct 
feel good" was born. 

‘You owe it to yourself to look good. Feeling 
good about yourself can only contribute to 
your well-being. Begin with a declaration of 
loyalty to yourself. Once done, a regimen that 
supports a healthy lifestyle will follow. Also, 
enroll in a gym that will design a complete 
program foryou. 

Q: Should I ignore mild but frequent 
pain and discomfort? I cannot find the time 
to see a doctor. 

Always make time to see a doctor, at least 
twice yearly Your body speaks to you in many 
‘ways—and one way to determine something 


is wrong is via pain. Men in general ignore ` 


these signs, remaining in denial about the 
state of their health because of fear or pride. 

Q: How can I overcome my irritable 
mood? 

Maybe you have an unbalanced diet. Cer- 
tain Vitamin B deficiencies can lead to irri- 
tability. Biochemical cases are the culprit in 
case of mental disturbance. Make sure you 
are getting the right vitamin/mineral supple- 
ments. Find balance in your life. Do some- 
thing worthwhile (if you are not a career per- 
son) with your life instead of just staying 
home and doing nothing. 

Love &light! 


Invitation to all at the “Celebrate Life with 
SM and Cory Quirino,” a sunrise-to-sunset 
wellness event, Sunday, July 30, at Mall of Asia. 
Organizations interested in leading the sunrise 
run and sunset stroll are welcome to join. Call 
3674494. 


— 
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PERSO 


BERT POWERS 
NAL STYLE. IMAGE 
ACTING 


Make 
dapled 


appen be 


Cesmor Bullding, 195 Salcodo Sveot, 


Legaspi Vilage, Makati City 
Barone pang von 


www.|ohnrobertpowers.com 


JUNE-JULY 


m 


A Wi OR YOU. 


DEVELOPMENT. SPEAKING 
MODELING. 


SHOP 


REGISTRATION IS LIMITED. 
Call now! 892 9511 927 0465 


‘Ground Floor, Cinderella Building, 
825 EDSA, Quezon City 


DITAS Taleon of Robinsons-lloilo, and Tommy Lee O. Joseph Sian, 


ILOILO dancing queens Susie 
Facultad and Susan Wong 


EMMA Nava and ABS-CBN- 
Hoilo's Oscarito Nava 


FATHER Lozada of Jordan, Guimaras, Doña Erlinda Jalandoni 
‘Salvador, Victoria Salvador Sanson and Fr. Roy Panes 


PRESS People at the Hong Kong Kitchen opening: Maricar Calubiran, 
Lydia Pendon, Bert Lader, Lester Mark Carnaje, Perla Lina, Lucy 
Montealto, Rhoda Oliveros, and David Suarez of Panay News 


RICHIE Ross, Edgar Sia of Mang Inasal, Suzanne Yap and Ted 
Magalona 
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LIFESTYLE 


GERARD Caram Il and Mario 
Pamplona of Maybank 


NACHO Ortigas, Precy Fiorentino and Marga Ortigas 
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MADAME Martine Vardakis, Consul Fortune 
Ledesma of Monaco and son R] Ledesma. 


Lucky colors for HK kitchen 


JETTED IN VIA CEBU PACIFIC (IT WAS ON 
time, atlas) to be one of the guests of honor. 
at the hard-to-beat, already-so-popular Hong 
Yong Kitchen, which opened with a big bang 
at one of the countrys favorite malls, Robin 
sons Place Iloilo, nateh! 

As expected, moi noticed tons of Iloilo soci- 
ety who's-who, business heavyweights, and 

al biggies, palangges. 

The fab owners, ef muy simpatico, witty 
and brilliant Ben Salvador and tres charmant 
Eugene Chua of Cosmo Manille's well-known 
Gloria Maris, and the former's business-mind- 
ed sons Benjie and Joey, brought in chefs 
from Hong Kong and Shanghai for the grand 
opening. 

"he gifted and supertalented duo pre- 
pared mouthwatering, to-die-for authentic 
Chinese dishes. There were 10 awesome dish- 
es for lunch and another 10 for dinner. Be- 
lieve me, palanggas, all of them could rival 
cuisines from the best restaurants in Hong 
Kong, Shanghai or Cosmo Manille. 

Doing the ribbon-snipping was the honor 
able Vice Mayor of Metro lloro, Guillermo de 
la Liana; media and banking magnate D 
Roger Florete; Tommy Lee O., and the viva 
ciously adorable French-speaking Minda 
Carpio, no less, vice president for complex 
administration 

"The interiors of Hong Kong Kitchen we 
done in scarlet, tangerine and gold, feng 
shu’ lucky colors for this year! With its ce 
ing-to floor glass windows, one can have a 
good view of the malls popular Fount 
‘Area. Red lantems adom the restaurar 
while tables and chairs are done in black 
‘wood. The best part is that, after mall hours, 
fone can still use the side entrance door on the 
Ledesma Wing of the mall, which has been 
beautifully re-andscaped by Robinsons’ lady 
of substance, brilliant Ditas Taleon, palang- 
E 

Seen at the affair were popu 
teur of the renowned Marinas Restaura 
Ross Gorriceta and hi 
Gorriceta-Salvador; businessman 
Gorriceta: entrepreneur Bobby Braga and 
his wife, gorgeous New York City gal Pang- 
ging Rosales, who came with her prety-as-2- 
photo daughter, Breann, and Pangging Rs 
pals, former Mr. Philippines Erwin Chiong- 
Son and choreographer Bobby Jarder; Ba 
colod's arbiter of good taste, Edouard Gar- 
cia, who crossed the Iloilo Channe 
arlandia also to snip the ceremo 
businessman Oscar Nava; businesswoman 
Fanny Uyand her famille; lioilo's top evento! 
ogist Nonoy Ybiernas; coosome twosome 
Ted and Marichel Magalona; and the city's 
most popular society columnist, John B. Cas- 
tigador of Panay News, plus 
so many other faces enjoying 
the excellent food, the superb 
ambience, and each others 
company. 

Moi also noticed a nobody 
trying hard to be a somebody 
who, l was told, "cam 
free lunch.” Oops. Well, as for 
moi, 1 concentrated on the 
roast duck, the bean 
noodles, and the 
chicken, which had me for 
getting iy strict diet again! 

Days after the fab inaugural, 1 noticed 
there was a steady line of gourmands coming 
in and out of Hong Kong Kitchen. Hey, if that 
alita good sign of success, then don't know 
whats, palangos. 


BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


‘Show and business 

Itmay sound unreal, but it did happen, and 

noi may say so, in a very successful way, 
palanggas. 

Show biz and the gaming world got togeth- 
er one evening when the renowned Elixir 
Group Lid. of Macao, the exclusive distributor 
of Stargames Corp. Pry. Ltd. (manufacturers. 
of gaming technology), sponsored the perfor- 


AMBASSADOR Tonette Lagdameo, Albert Young, stage actress Nina Romualdez, Lolita Yuen and hubby Gordon. 
‘Yuen of Elixir, Mayor Lito Atienza, lawyer Lorna Kapunan, Carmita Francisco, and Margie Moran Floirendo 


WITHOUT 


,ANEYELASH .. 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


AT ILOILO’S Hong Kong Kitcher 
Kelly Boncan and Benjie Salvador 


PETER Deriemaeker, global sales director of Puratos Group, Belgium Ambassador Gregoire 
Vardakis, “Cyrano,” Daniel Malcorps, CEO of Puratos Group, and Bernard Poplimont, GM of 


Puratos Phils. 


mance of Bahaghari Productions’ smashing 
success “We're Still Hot,” the fab musical 
comedy starring stage actresses and singers. 
Pinky Marquez, Shamaine Centenera 
Buencamino, Lyn Sherman and Nina Ro- 
mualdez. 

Elixirs hotshot honcho Gordon Yuen and 
his wife Lolita jetted in from Macao to meet. 
all the guests at cocktails after the super 
show. 

Just like the show, Macao has now become 
one of the world's hottest 
destinations, and the 
merger of these two giants 
1 in the world of entertain- 

r ment and casinos is a land- 


E mark move. 

Wiel, needless to say 
p J dahlings, this occasion 

crowd 

Sweet afternoon 

Te was the sweetest af- 
temoon anyone could ask 
for when the chic diplo set, op restaurateurs 
ers and hotshot personalities gathered 
ay tribute to what ele bur the sweetest 
dulgence on earth—chocolate! 

“The honorable ambassador ofthe Kingdom 
of Belgium, Gregoire Vardakis, and his wife, 
Madame Marne V, welcomed to their 
Forbes Park home some 200 excited invitees 
to celebrate the first ever “Belgian Chocolate 
Night in the county. 

Ír was definitely sweet moment, dalings, 
forthe renowned Poratos, makers ofthe pop 

ar Belcolade, "The Real Belgian Chocolate” 

Icolade introduced its new "Origin Collec- 
tion" Qux evening. Ies the only Belgian com- 


SOCIETY 
gals 
Conchita 
Simo Toda 
and Nikki 
Prieto 
Teodoro 


pany producing chocolate for Godiva and 
Leonidas! 

But the best part was the unveiling 

of—take note—a grand, awesome chocolate 

t superbly prepared by Belcolade Choco- 
latier chef Stef Aerts, who jetted in from Bel- 
gium just three days before this happening, a 
dream-come-true for any sweeticothed 

Hey, who doesn't drool over chocolate, 
huh? Fun and witty RJ Ledesma hosted the 
program, which began with a dignified Am. 
bassador Vardalis giving a short welcome 
message, followed by Daniel Malcorps, hot 
CEO of the Puratos Group, and good-looking 
Bernard Poplimont, general manager of Pu- 
ratos Philippines, saying their speeches in En- 
glish and ending them in Tagalog, to rhe abso 
Tute delight of the choco crowd, dahlings. 

Showing his gratitude to the Belgium Am- 
bassador, Peter Deriemaeker, hotshot global 
sales director of Puratos Group, presented a 
baker statuette and a shirt with a message on 
chocolate as an “aphrodisiac,” whieh drew 
loud applause and laughter from the crowd. 

‘When the chocolate buffet was unveiled, 
many invitees couldn't wait to get the first 
bite from the endless choices of chocolate 
concoctions on the long table. 

Ie was great fun and definitely a night of 
three big Cs—cockails, classical music and, 
naturellement, tons of chocolates! 

Contact Puratos Philippines at 8385110 to 
15, or visit wwwpuratos.com. 


“WE'RE Still Hot" finale was a blockbuster 
with the stars showing off their 24-karat assets. 


2 MARISSA Rocha, with pals 


FRANCES Lim, Gordon Yuen, Jun TambuntingandNancy Vicky Soriano and Isabel 


Carlos Tambunting 


Araneta 


